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To Jeremy Bentham, Esq.

MY DEAR 8IR, Maracaybo, Feb. 5, 1824,
I Taxz the liberty of dedicating the
following pages to yow, because I am con-
vinced there is no one more aware of the
evils of a crowded population, and defective
social institutions, or who would more
gladly anticipate in the New World such
improved forms of political existence as we
must almost despair of witnessing in the
Old.
 Itis surperfluous to insist on the para-
mount interest of Great Britain to plant in
South America a nation of customers whose
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trade will one day, from the fertility of their
soil and superior value of its productions,
become of infinitely more importance than
. even that of the United States. There is
yet another interesting consideration — the
political wheel has very nearly “come full
circle” in the Antilles. Spain is not the
only nation whose crimes will meet with
retribution 'in the downfal of celonial esta-
blishments founded on anti-social principles,
It is in ¥ain the Creole ‘proprietor proudly
exclaims against -all- inteérference owith.. his
property.+ The time is. fast ‘spproaehing
when Man will- ccase tp be-the property of
Man.: Fortunately the natural bentof cir-
cumstances offors a. species of ewthanasia
‘to the West-India colonies, if not too long
and obstinately rejected. The capital em-
. ployed on them has long since made very
inadequate returns, and these returns will
be much smaller when the sugars, rum, and
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coffee of South America obtain that pre-
ference in the European markets to which
their superior cheaimeﬂﬂ» will, of course, en-
title them. South America must under-sell
the West-India islands: let the capital em-
ployed on the latter be transferred to the
former, -and let the capitalist rather seek to
share the prosperity of a new, than the ruin
of an old country. I speak not of a more
violent catastrophe, but they who dwell on
the edge of a volcano should at least under-
stand the sighs of an approaching eruption.
I trust it is superfluous to speculate on
the plans of-the allied despots; meek-
hearted sovereipns—who enslave, plunder,
and partition, #nd then modestly desire the
world will esteem them'* all honourable men;”
—aye, and righteous too, for they would
cover both hemispheres with scaffolds and
dungeons, and devoutly preach to their
vietims from the text of social order, reli-
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gion, and philanthropy. The firm and
ﬂi"ompt measures of the British cabinet give
us every reason to hope the New World may
at least cscape their ravages. The well-
beloved Ferdinand has already despatched a
proclamation to his colonies, containing the
usual quantity of official cant and insolence,
but his “paternal yearnings” and * ener-
getic measures” will serve here only to
excite ridicule and contempt.

You will be pleased to know that your
ideas on legislation arc gaining ground in
Colombia; a law of Congress of the 11th
of June, 1823, orders, < That all laws shall -

. be accompanied by an exordium, containing
the fundamental reasons for their enactment.”
I have no doubt that this idea was suggested
by the present of your Codification proposal
to this government. For its sake, rather
than for yours, | could have wished the
obligation had been acknowledged.



