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INTRODUCTION.

TeER= are certain fundamental truths of revealed re-
ligion which it is impossible to state explisitly without
running counter to othar truths, as nocesgary and as well
establishod as themselves. What, in snch o cose, are wo
to do? May we receive the one and rejeet the other?
Such is the way of herosy. May wo side with the ome
and neglect the other? That were partisanship. Wo
are to receive both, and to hold to both; this is to prove
and test our Faith. The relation of Divine Osnnipotence
to man's free will is acase in point. God's slmighty
power it a truth that admits of no question ; it is simply
to eay, God ia God. But the Divino Omnipotence has
for s coonterdroth the faet of man®s free sgeney, This
too, is a truth that admitd of to question; it is simply
to say, man is man and not & machine, Now if we keep
the eye fixed exclusively on the power of God, we shall
incline towards Fatalism : If; with the Pelagian, on the
other hand, wo regard man ss an abeolute canse, we over-
torn the very foundations of the mystery of grace. It is
of Faith to receive both trutha : the trial and test of Faith
is to bold to both positively and withouh reserve. Toe
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most we can do, in the way of adjostment, is to use the
one truth to correct our misapprediension of the other;
it ia by balsneing truth ageinst trath that we are to con-
tiouo steadfast in the Faith. This, to many, appears a
very narrow way, It ia a narrow way, bot as always,
when we prefer fuith to selffwill, it is the way 1o liberty.
He is & bigot, who, in the gpirit of & narrow partisanship,
resigna himeelf wholly to some one truth, or aspect of
troth, and refupes {0 have his extreme views corrected
by an opposing truth, althongh Divinely attested,

The rule now laid down with regard to Omuipotenco
and free will, holds in the case of nearly sll the mysteries
of revealed religion; for it i3 characteristic of them all
that it is to a biune or complex, and ot to a simple ar-
ticle of belief our assent is ssked. The Unity of the God-
head, for example, is, a3 a trath, absolute and nonqualified §

’nt- the asme time, we muost remember that the manaer in
which the One Godhead exista ia not eoch o8 to forhid
a plarality of persons in it} and vice wersa, the notion of
plurality is not such as to militate against the Tuity of
the Divine sghstance. We are neither * to confound the
persons,” nor “ to divida the gubstance.” We are tanght
to believe, in like manner, that in the person of our Lord
Jeans Christ, the perfect Godliead exiate; yet the manner
of its existonce iz not euch 83 to swallow np, notwith-
standing its glory, the proper humanity ; there is a per-
fect Iumanity, vet it is not such a8 to exclude, notwith-
standing it weakness, the perfect Godhead. The instances
of simifar contradictions, in connection with revealed mys.
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teries, are manifold. How is the doctrine of justification
by faith to be recounciled with s judzment according to
works? How is the Bible, written by fillible men, the
very word of God? How ig the Church, at the same
time the Bride of Christ, and yet a harlot ? In these and
kindred questions wo have truths eo related, that the very
gtatement of the one involves a contradiotion of the other.
What are we to do? The part of true wisdom is to
acquiesce in the conclusion, that man is not the measre
of all things: while it i3 all-suffcient for the conduaot of
life under its present conditions, the moment Reason at-
tempts to rise above the finite into the region of the in-
finite, it meeta willi contradictions which to deny were
madness, and to asckoowledge to oorselves waiting with
patience the time when we shall now no longer in part
is to be {ruly wise, ;

But in meking the confession that there are things in
revealed religion which we cannot reconcile, do we ad-
mit that all auch antagonisms ava of the nature of LOGICAL
contradictions ? Most assaredly not. Metaphysical con-
tradiotion ia one thivg, legioal contradiction aoother. 1
am not able to think a beginning of time—a time when
there was no time—but am I on that ascount to believe
in the eternity of matter ! I know it to be a fundamental
eondition of thought that every event must have & couse ;
how then ean I reach the idea of a First Cause? I
believe in the infiuite ; but it is in valo I try to grasp it
by adding finite to finite. Omnipotence is an esscntial
attribute of the divine nature, Infinite power can know
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no bounds, and yet Ompipotence has a limitation in the
fact of man's free will. All these are instances of meta-
physical contradietion. The difference between a logical
contradiction and what in philosopby is called an an-
tinomy of the reason, or in religion & mystery, is that in
the cne case we have two propositions which we know
cannot be recoociled, and one of which must therefore
be false, while in the other there are two propositions
that appear contradistory when they are bronght to-
gether, although each can be separately shown to be
true.  * A contradiction requires a confession of positive
eTror; whereas an antinomy ooly suzgests & sense of the
imperfection of cur understanding, which can comprehend
two opposite rosults, bot not the mede of reconciling
them,” *

The narrow way iz, after all, the way of hiberty. The
history of the Chareh abundautly proves this. Kot the
least instraciive chapter of that history is tho history of
horesy, It is wonderful {if anght can be deemed won-
derful where the 8pirit of God rules and guides) with
what an impartial Band the Choreh in every age holds
the balance of truth, Nestoriua and Euotychez both
began as defenders of the Faithy but led away by their
own ardor, they failed to weigh truth against truth, and
so they were cast forth, And even in her relation to her
move favored children, the Church has never pormitted
hersalf to become the patron of mere schools of opinion,
while she haa tolerated them within her pale. With all

® Thompeon's Bumpton Lectures, p. 121,
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ber indebtedness to Bt. Angnsting, sha has never become
the advocate of absclute Predestination. She hasrejected
Pelagius from among the number of her teachers, yet she
has eontinued to azsert the freedom of the human will ;
always maintaining the necessity of an Atoning Sacrifice
for the remission of sins, she has never espounsed the
legal view of the mystery of Redemption ; trae to her
mission as ‘“the Witness and Keeper of Holy Writ*
the cannot be eaid to have any theory of Inspiration, and
is free from the charge of Bibliolatry ; constantly affirm-
ing the deetrine of Original Sin, she condemns the notion
of “ total depravity ** as heresy.

Sic ST SEMFPER.



