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INTRODUCTION.

The story of the Marquis de Lalayette forms one of the
most interesting chapters in the history of human Hberty.
To understand clearly the natore of Lafavette's services,
both to America and to the whole world, wo oust first
think of the conditlons of Hfe st the Dbeginning of his
rvareer, and then contrast them with those which how
prevail. One hundred and forty jears ago, when Lafavette
was & child, the world was oot s pleasant a place to Ive
imas it i3 im onr own time. Even in the most enlight-
ened countrics of Bwope, the wmajuetty of the poople were
doentrodden and  oppressad.  Mem had scamcely a0 much asz
heatd of libarty. Outslde of Ehgland atd her colonies, the
idea of popular freedom was unkoown,

This [des, as yout thay have loamed clscwhbers, seetns to
have heem a sort of birthright of the AngloSaxon race. Ever
gince the barons of England forved King Jobn to grant them
a charter of rights, the peoples of that race have defended
and cherishad it. Tike a spark of fire in the midst of gen-
eral gtoom. it has oftentimes been glmost extinguished; and
yet, ne matter how its enemies have tried to stamp it out,
it has sorvived and been rekindled.

The Amerlean colonists, because this idea of Hberty was
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3 INTRODUCTION.

implanted in their hearts, rebelled against the tyranny of
George IIL., and beldly demanded Lheir righls as  freeborn
Englishmen. Frenchmen, &t that time, would oot have dooe
this. They would have tamely submiited to every form of
oppression, not yet having learned that the common people
have certain rights which even king: must respect. Indeed,
at the very tlme that the American patrints were refusing to
obey the wnjust laws of their English rulers, the common
people of France wetc sufering frome oppressivnd ten tines as
wroat; and'yet they had no thought of resistance, bmt sub-
mitted silently, as creaturcs whose only duty was to obey thelr
masters. At the wery time that our forefathers were resisting
the payment of the tax ob tow, the common people of Frahcee
ware paving sll the tazes for the support of the French king
and his nobles,

S0 burdensomsg were these tazes that they consumed the
greater part of every tan's earnings.  The people had no
volee In the mapagement of public affairs, nor had they any
rights save to toil unceasingly for these who had set them-
SL‘.].'VGH over them. DEvery vear thoosands of persoos dled of
starvation, berausze the earnings of labor, instead of providing
food for the laborers, were taken for taxes. Meanwhile, the
nobles, or privileged classes, who owned all the land, wem
lwing in ease and loxury; they did ho work of any kind;
they paid no taxes; they seemed to live for me purpose but to
gratify thair own pleasures and do honor to the king.
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Buch was the copdition of France at the time Lafayette
wis preparing to aid the cause of libetty in Ameriea. Do
you ask why he did not first help the oppressed i his own
codntry?  They wors ot yet ready to be profited by such
assistance. The time was not ripe for any movement against
tho tyranty of the king anod his court. To the downtmodden
people of France, liberty seemad a thing so Impossible that
they hed oot oven s much as dreamed of contending for it

Lafayette was not one of the people—he was a member
of the wnobility, and we should naturally expect to find him
arrayed on the side of the oppressor rather than on that of
the oppressed. PBut here his poiriotism scems all the more
praiseworthy bocause it was whelly unselfish, What could he
expect to gain by befriending the American colonisis #  They
could mot even offer him a salary as an officer in the con-
tinental army. L¥d he hope (o win fame by great achisve-
ments in war? There were in Europe other and mare promising
fields for the display of military genius. [1 only one way can
we aceount for his arder in bBehalf of American liberty, and
that is by saying that he was imbned with the true spirit of
freedom, and was, thorefore, a frend to all mankind. He
thought that he saw in America the first opportunity to do
good by striking a Dblow st appression. The results  were
greater than any one could have dreamed. Without his aid it
is hardly possible that our revelution would have succeeded:
without it, the American colonies might; have still remained
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