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PREFACE

To peraens of refined minds, and of sioeere and avdent piety,
it must afford grest pleasure and profil to stwdy envefully the
life, churoeter and writings of Tmimie Donnninage, 4 nama ' on
which oll whe have sympathy with the generous, the behievo-
lent and the devout will ever delight to linger,”  The ohjeat of
the present volume is to skeleh Lhe persomal history and ehar-
acter of this excellent divine; te give zome acconnt of his
times and of some of his digtingnished cotemporaries; and (o
present u Tew chofee specimens of his siyle.

The suilor bas aimed to give & elear, enceinel and compra-
hengive acgomne of the prineipal evend= in the aetive and vrln-
able life of Dr. Doddridge, in chrenelogion] order, with speeial
reforence bo the inieresting, tonohing and meiancholy sceues
of hig Inat days, till the happy hour when, * withoul o elowl
of gloom,' biz spirit winged ite way (v God, The dates and
lending oivenmetanoes eonnecied with bis most impeortant pule-
livatione are alse given, with brief crilieisms en theiv peenling
merita,

Eoma of the gems of Doddridge’s epistolary correspondenee,
thirowing light on a variety of interesting muaiters, are inter-
woven with (e Diographical perrative. It iz wortly of remnarik,
that zonee of hia earlier letters, written im the midst of viral
delights, in hiz free and fresh communion with nature, display
more of the beauties of imaginetion and of style than hiz later
wrilings, reminding one, frequently, of (he easy, graceful and
vigorows letters of Pope, Gray, ond seme other distingnished
writers of the clossie nge of Queen Anne and George L The
remark which Mr. Morell has wade respeeting Doddridge is,
we think, very true, thal ‘oene whe bave read his corlier cor-
respondence con doubd, fhat if he bad clozen o divect tha
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bent of his penius to works of imagination and taste he could
have rivalled some of the most sprightly wits of 1hat polished
age,' Doddridge earvied on an extensive correspondence with
many emipent theologiang and literary men, such ns Bamoel
Clarke, Dovid Jennings, Tenge Watts, Jubin Barker, Hugh Far-
mer, Dighop Warbnrton, Daniel Nenl, Benjamin Fowoett, The
Etonchouse, Robert Blair, William Secker, Nathaniel Lardher,
Hilbert West, and Samuel Davies. As an instance of his large
eorrespondenoe we quole hiz own words on one oecasion; 4L
marahnlled my nnanawered latters, and tonnd them ome kin-
dred and =ix, near one-guarber of wiich resched me sinee Fri-
day noom {and it wna iben Monday evening), and all this
Lthougl [ heve written belween Gfty nnd sizie lotiers the Dast
fourteen Jdays, with my ewn hund, having no aseretary.’

As it T mnleresiing ty teage the progress of intellecinal dis-
cipline in superior minds, the suthor has hean garefisl to men-
ton song of the principal Beoks which Doddridge studied,
cepeeially dutimg biz sigdent-1ife, and which wided in the
development of his mental powere, and in forming his taste,
Doddeiden, ns it will he seen, wns a great veacder; bal he did
not peruse 1 book superficially @ he carefully retlected on what
he resd wod codenvered sl the pame fime (0 make the =tores
of knowladge thue sccumulated subszervicnl to seme valuable
praciical purpoge— to the improvement of big sndersignding
and heart.  Inothe early duys of his minisiry, duriog his stodi-
ots paranits in & rursl retreat, e writes 1o Dis brother-in-law :
o] find it most ngefal to join reading and reffeetion, and would
not entirely depend either upon mysell or otlers.! When
sueh p oouras ia pursaed with regard to reading we can readily
say with old Bishop Hall: *XNo law binds us to resd ail; bot
the more we can fake in aml digess, the greater will Le our
improvement.! The eriticlsms of Doddridge on some of the
beoks e vensd, during hia student-life, frequently show o fine
literary taste pud & Just appreciation of the beauties of cele-

braded aubhors,
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Beveral of the specimens in the Inst abapter of this volnme
gro talen from Doddridge’s Seemons in fonr volumes ootnvo,
published in Loeodow, in 1826, mow s scaree work. It ia
belieyved that these selegtions, both in prose and in poetry, are
pmong the cheicest that con be mode from bis practlica] and
devotionnl compozitions. OF the sermong of Doddrklge, in
gouét'a!, Mre. Morall koa well remarked that they *fornish
delightful specimens of genuine pulpht cloquenee;” thal ¢ they
breathe Whe very soul of tenderness, and pastoral Sidellty;”
and that *they ahound with esrnest and patheiio appeals (o
the conscienee,”

In the preparvation of this volume the prineipal publicalions
relating Lo Dodidridge awd Lis friends have been caretnlly cons
aulted ; while apme informniion belohping to this subject has
been puined in conversation wilh gevern] of his descemlanta.
The nathor wonld eapecinlly acknowledge hiz obligntions Lo
the Bographical memeirs of Toddridge by Octon, Kippis and
Sloaghtons: and to The Uorrespondeice omd oy af Dodilridye, o
five netavn volumes, edited by his great grandaom, Jobn bnd-
dridere Humphreys.  Mr. Homplireys s been rather severely
critivized In Steughion's Wewerdal, in the Besfon Cheisnan
LEraminer, aud in otler publieations, for lay i before the pub-
Tie, in these volumes, some of Doddridge’s yonthtul Tellers of a
trifling  charneter, awd some writlen in o very sflectionate
gtyle, nnd addressed (o ceriain younpg lidies of hia aeqoaints
anee under romentic names.  Admitting that the volumes of
Mr. Humphreys are, in some respects, injudiciongly edited, we,
neverthelesy, regard them, on the whole, ag very Inleresting
and valuable,

While nlluding to thiz foible of Doddridge's youlh it may be
proper to remark that other faults have been laid to Lis chorger
gieh s ¢ Lis habits of speaking somewhat ostentatiously of his
own employments, and particulnrly that pecommodation of
religious phraseology to the opinions or associations of vthers.'
As Dr. Eippis bas remarked, It is not the ot of the purest
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virlue to pass through the world withoub reproach.' And
Doddvidge, with all biz moral exeellence, and in (he midet of
the applause hie received from the great and the good in lus
day, alzo endured reproach from the tongues of the envious
and the moelicions. Orion in his Newoirs, hag devoled o whols
geation fo his hebaviour under injurics, Toddridge himeself
(hug gives us hiz own sgentiment on this poini: *1 settle it as
an establizbed point with me, that the more diligenily and
faithfully T gerve Christ, the greater reproaoch, and the more
injury I must expect.' With reference fo epome enlumnies
thit his encmies aimed nt him, hiz faithfal fifend the Rev.
John Darker very pointedly writes to him; ‘As for the
unmunly dirls, and uhgenerous refleciiong of theze who aras
not worthy to earry yoor hooks aftar you, it puts me in wmind
of udng harking at the moon, which after all Liz impoteney
shinea, sod is wtill very far owl of his repeh.' Wih all Thd-
dridge’a trivial fanlta we verily believe that fow persoms have
ever exbibited in so favorahle a light the various excellencies
of (e Chyistinn sharacier. In the aneals of seored blograplhy
few numes have been =0 universally reverad by the Christian
world [or swiabienezd, zeal, devotodoezs and piely. Aund Lo
the moat distant posterily will his name continue to shine in
the frmaonent of the Cheistion ehuaréd az a glar of the purest
nhi penilest Insire.

May the divine blersing still attend the Inbors of {his snindly
divine, whao Seing dead pof apeakech in his valuable writings in
atraine of exquisite simplicity, tonderness nnd pathos, to thou-
gands in afl Cheistian Tands; and by wmeans of his writings
may maltitndes atill be enliphtoned and guided to the hlesacd
Bavlour, whe is the wiy and the troth, and the life,—rHe
BRIGHT AND MOERNING STAR.

“The joy of earih and heaven.”
D. A. H.

Aneyig, N. 1., May 1sf, 1864.
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DophRITae wAS A BURNING AND SHINING LIGOT WHICI, IN
DAYS OF WMORE THAN OEDINARY COTTNESS, DIVINE PROVIBESTH
WAS PLEAKED T ENKINDLE, TN ORTER TN TNFART HOTH WARMTH
ARD TLLVMINATION TO TOE DPROFBEZING CHRIRTIAN WORLT.—
Bishop Jebb.

Douprinee's HEART WAS MADE UF OF ALL THE KINpLIEDR
FEFLIXGE OF OTH XNATULRE, ARD WA3 WHOLLY MEYVOTER TH THE
BALVATION OF stes's soued, WoATeves ug uin, UE APPHARS
Td HAVE DONE TO THR GRORT oF L1om,=—fir, Jhixfin,

Doonrirex 18 XOW MY PRIME FAVOEITE ANONG DIVINES.—
feberd Iuil,

His YUOUCHTE HAVE A TRW RTILL onx '!"ITE]!IT, LTEE FLOWRERS

FREED GATHEHED 1IN THR FIELDS OF HOLY MEDITATION.—Kcr.
Dy, Hamilion



