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CHAPTER I.

HE Kitzmillers were new-comers in the
Wyecoff settlement. They had left a
pleasant home in a State farther east, and
taken up their abode in this compuratively nbw
region, for the simple mathematical reason that
the price of a small farm of rather thin land
there would purchase a large one of very rich
land here.

The family consisted of the united head, and
two childven: Leander, aged twenty-one, just
the commonplace rural young man, and Olive,
not commonplace at all, but a lovely, dark-
skipned child of eighteen, with feelings as
ardent a8 Aungust sunshine, and pure as dew.

The house before which the canvas-covered
flitting-wagons stopped, one day in the ealy
spring, was a long, low fiame stracture, with
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2 JOHN THORN'S FOLKS,

verandahs running the entire length, both in front
and rear. Tl was one of the ten or dozen frame
houges which the township, exclusive of the
vilage of New Madrid, could boast. The
house was quile pew. There were capucious
loer stables und out-buildings, and an orelwd
of thrifty youny fruit-trees, not yvet come into
bemring,  The oviginal owner of the place had
Been constrained to sell il under pressure of
sorrow nnd discouragement.  His wile had died,
leaving lim with o brood of little ones on Lis
bunds. Friends ot the enst offered help with
the children if he would return there, and Mr.
Kitzmiller appearing at this juncture and offer-
ing an houest price, the farm became his.

It was colled am improved firm, though on
half the land the beavy timber stood untouched,
and the remainder was thickly studded with
stumpe, too rreen fov liling.  Kitzmiller and
his wife were well pleased with the change
they had made. It would preve a wise one in
the tong ron, and the "long run™ was what
these people alwavs considered. They were
essentinlly industrious and paticnt, and their
son, inheriting largely these gualitics of his
parvents, was also well satisted with the new



JOHN TIORN'S FOLKS. 3

home. To own a coodly number of these inex-
haustible acres « to build o honse and people il
with a fumnily of his own: to rise stock and
watch the growth of such lush crops as the
inky soil produced, such were the ealm and
reasonable ambitions of his heart. A school-
seetion corners] upon his father's land, which
could be boucht cheaply. It was covered with
virgin forest, the great tree-boles of walnut and
poplar standing so thick that a deer could only
traverse it with antlers held oblique. Young
Kitzmiiler searcely thought of the millions of
uxe-gtrokes it would requirve to bring that land
under cultivation, but he did think of the
time, not far distant, when the coming of the
portable sawmill and the railvead would turn
that forest into o gold-mine.

It was a land of promise, if not of present
beauty. Little Olive cared not for the promise,
while the newnesz and wildness filled her, at
first, with a pitifal homesick longing. She
had been reared on the spot wherc she was
born, and her life had been very hright and
simple. Her feelings after the vemoval may
have been something like those of a hoosehold
pet suddenly encaged in a bosky wilderness.



