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PREFACE

6558 O M E time after the peace was con-
3 cluded by the treaty of Aix la Chapelle,
Wermed his late Majefty was plealed to resom-

“*T% mend to both Houfes of Parliament,

% to confider ferioufly of fome effeual provifions
¢ to fupprefs thofe audacious crimes of robbery
< and violence, which were then become frequent,
« efpecially about the capital.” This was inti-
mated to me, refiding at that time at Paris, where
obferving, that thefe great evils were happily fup-
prefled, both in the capital, and in all the pro-’
vinces of France, I thought it my duty, as a {ub-
Jje& of England, to contribute my beft endeavours
to difcover what laws and . regulations were efta-
blifhed in that kingdom, for the better prefervation
of peace, and the preventing of robberies. And
A 2 accordingly,




{iv )}
accordingly, from the beft information I could pro-
cure from the laws themfelves, and from the prac-
tical knowledge of thofe, whofe duty it was to put
them in execution, I there compofed the follow-
ing treatift. But as the renewal of war foon
after put an end to all our parliamentary proceed-
ings for the redrefling the evils above comptained
of, it became unneceffary to offer thefe obferva-
tions to the public, until the reftoration of peace,
which being now accomplithed, it may be pre-'
{umed, that our Legiflature will re-affume the.con—
fideration-of promoting the interna} pofice of this.
kingdom, and more efpecially for preventing the
robberies and outrages, which begin again to di-
fturb the domeftic peace of his Majefty’s fubjedts.

That we may be appriled of the meafures en-
forced in France to attain thefe falutary ends, I
have divided the following narrative into diftin@
parts, refultmg from the feveral objed@s of my
enquiry, in order;

Firft, To offer a generaI view of the leveral
jurifditions eftablithed in France for the admi-
piftration of juftice.

Next
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Next, to give an account of the particular
eftablithment of the marechauffée in each province,
for the prefervation of the peace, and the prevent-
-ing of robberies in the highways.

And thirdly, to defcribe the - regulations in-
forced at Paris for the like prefervation of the
peace, and the preventing of firect robberics.

To which 1 have added a farther account

of the police in that capital, with regard to the
‘maintenance of their poor; the fupport of their
hofpitals; the duty of their magiftrates in fupply-
ing-wood and water; and other neceffary pro-
vifions ;. the preventing of fires; the regulating
the public companies ; and the paving, cleaning
and lighting. the ftreets, I was the mtore induced
to enter into this detail, as I was informed, that
the making new regulations in fome of thefe ar-
ticles, had often been under the confideration of
our Legiflature.

And laftly, I have offered a fcw remarks on
the extent and circumference of London and
Paris, the number of their inhabitants, and the
neceflity of circumfcribing the boundaries of each;
concluding with an eftimate of the expence of the

police
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police at Paris, that at the fame time that we view
the order, which is there preferved, we may be
apprifed of the coft of maintaining it.

It may be neceflary, before I enter into this ac-
count, to premife, that I do not offer it with a view
of rccbmmending' it in every part, and in all re-
fpects. I am aware particularly, that the mare

_chauffée in the provinces, and the watch-guard at

Paris, go under the name of military eftablith-
ments, and confequently cannot as fuch be imi-
tated by our adminiftration, under a free and civil
conftitution of government: yet I am not with-
out hopes, that fome obfervations may be colle@ted
from particular parts of their fyftem, which may
help to reform the abufes, that are complained of
in our own. With regard to myfelf, I fhall be
fufficiently rewarded for my pains, fhould what I
now publith conduce in any degree to the fervice
of my country ; for as it is my happinefs to be a
fubje@ of England, I fhall equally efteem it a
‘glory to become an ufeful member to its com-
munity,

A General
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PART L

A General View of the fevera!'_]urifdi&ions

eftablithed in F RA’ NCE, for the Admini-
faation of Juftice.

prcwouﬂy to take a gznl:ral view of the
¥ .fcveral Jjurifdictions there eftablithed, for
el ot R the adminiffration of juftice throughout

thc kmgdom To this purpofe, let it be obferved, that as
France, in 2 geogra.phlcal view, is divided into feveral pro—

vinces; fo with regard to its civil government, it is divided

into feveral circles, called generalités, which comprehend in

fome parts, only one province, in others, two or more, where

the provinces are fmall; and where they are large, two or

more generalités are comprehended within ene province; &
shat, upon the whole, the kingdom is divided into about thtrty

of thefe diftin& partitions, which are fubdivided into leffer cir-
" les, in fome parts called dioceffes, in others oigueries, and in
others eleffions ; and thefe again intc communities, towns

and parithes. Over each generalité the King appoints an in-

sendant, who refides in the capital city of his department,

under
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under whom are a certain number of fubdelegates, refiding
in the feveral divifions above-menticned. Thefe generalités
are again diftingaithed under two denominations, fome being .
called pats d'erat, and others pais deleffions, The pais d'etat,
which are only few in number, contain thofe pro-
vinces which have been annexed to the crown in latter times,
and which having been formerly diftinc fovcre!gmum, do
fill retain, or are fuppoi'cd to rezain, their antient privileges ;
the chief of which is that of levying their own annual re-
venues by the zaille reelle, or tax on their landed eftates, and
granting the fame to the King by the name of a dom gratuity
whereas the pais delefiions, which are more numerous,
being the antient patrimonies of the Kings of France, are _
fabject alike to the faille reclle and perfonelle, levied according
to the arbitrary directions of the intendants, both upon the .
landed eftates and perfonal propertics of all the mhabltants,
except the’ ‘clergy and nobility. They are called the _pal;
delelions, becaufe the leffer diftridts, into which they are ‘di-
vided, formerly elected their own affeffors; but that privi-
lege has long ago been taken away, and the name of it
now onply remains, From hence we may perceive, that
thefe intendants, as reprefentatives of the King’s perfon in
each province, are invefted with a kind of fovereign authoritj,
to interpofe in whatever may be neceffary for his Majefly’s
fervice : to which purpofe, the office of the intendant is al-
ways open, to receive the complaints of public grievances,
and to iffue out the neceﬂ'ary precepts, for the regulation of
the police.
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