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RECONNOISSANT.

Fifty yeara after the event, there are signs of a re-
nascent literature dealing with the seuthern rebellion,
which spologists for that attempt at national homicide
prefer to deseribe as the ““War between the Btates."
In thie semi-centennial year, the American ¢itizen may
well suspend his mad pursnit after the almighty dol-
lar and take a few minutes off to recall the events
and portents which a half century ago darkened the
wegtern hemisphere. This slender volume is & modest
attempt to trace the selient features of a single epi-
sode in the prest tragic story; the opening chapter
iz & volume whose ‘‘finis’" no man could then fore-
oot

The sole attempt to jJustify the rebellion in its
initial stage was the protest against “‘scercion.”’ This
was simply a demand by the conspirators, who had
seized the machinery of all the Southern state gov-
ernments, that the lawful authority of the nation
ghould not interfere with their plans or pleasare in
the trifling matter of upsetting the United States
government. Yot when the next stage had been
reached, coercion was the first weapon drawa in Vir-
ginia againgt every citizen who remisted the usurpa-
tion which had seized the Commonwealth. It was
first employed in the Stats capital to compel a sover-
eign convention to pass an ordinance of secession
against the expressed will of two-thirds of the voters
of Virginia.

Lee’s invasion of Northwest Virginia wae an at-
tempt to apply the same argument to the loyal people
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