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PREFACE

Wiaen all the world is in ti!rz_ t:lmlnuﬂ Eﬂfli distress of
war, it may appear a petty self-indulgence for one to
wan,:ierin; about among KB pleasant and retired patg:
of rural villages, seeking ohe's ease in

“ country places
Where the old plain meuhn'rt.m:yf-:n,"

hearing unlettered but keen and wise old paasant folk tell
tales g life and u{l mmus fancy, luokmg[nﬁrs::tadw]-
1 estivals, an ing in all jovs ia.
‘?ﬁhat has all this to do with the Wa.l‘?n};r demands the
Conscientious Objector of Mr. Crothers at the close of a
delightful but very peaceful essay. Mr. Crothers meets
the Objector fairly, izing in the imperative question
the challenge of 2 woﬂ absorbed in a single all-consum-

Interest.
ut the Englizh village has a very great deal to do with
the war. For remote as the sl stillness of vil life
g, i ordinary times, from ﬂlengﬂﬂ‘]r of active affairs,
is not one among the most distant and old-world of
English villages but has been stirred out of its quiet by
the great war. The villagers of Enlsland have been swept
into the mid-current of national life by the events of tﬁe
past four years. They have taken a “if]endid part m the
great struggle, and their interests and concerns have in
turn become in 2 new sense those of all England. For a
century and a half certain great problems of village life
have been growing in seriousness, and pressing with more
and more insistence for attention and solution. It is
inconceivable that after the war these problems should
continue long unsolved,

Literature has given to these more serious phases of
village life an attention, not elua], indeed, to that be-
stowed upon its idyllic as ut nivct fairly continuous
and sympathetic. English prose and poetry for the cen-
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tury between 1750 and 1850, therefore, presents not
merely a village of Arcadia, but an English village in
which conditions were developing that are just now reach-
ing their culmination and approaching their settlement,
and that are given a new significance by the war itself.
In the present study the literature of the Scottish wil-
lage has been taken into account because of its close
relation to that of the English village, while the Irish,
because of its greater remotencss, has been disregarded.
The notably rich literature of village life which has de-
veloped in A{m:rica, has obviously, in spite of its intrinsic
interest, no place in a study of the village of England.
The writer is conscious of obligations ﬁyﬂndnﬁw power
of a Preface to express, much less repay. Indebtedness
to printed authonties is acknowledged in the proper
laces in the text, but the invaluable aid supplied by the
indly interest and encouragement of friends can not be
so easily and explicitly recognized, and must go with a
general though most grateful acknowledgement. In
articular the writer is indebted to her friends Miss Judith
&’ﬂlizmn and Mrs. Rebecca Lowrie for generous interest
and helpful criticism; to Professor Jefferson B. Fletcher
for the initial suggestion of the subject and a cordial in-
terest in its treatment; and especially to Professor Ashley
H. Thomdike for the stimulus of his broad scholarship
no less than for his keen and constructive criticism.



