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" PREFACE.

Tax facts and reflections presented in the fullowing work
are dictated neither by mpeour nor by the bitteruess of disap-
pointed hope ; but result entirely from the strong and unbiassed
convictions of tha suthor and his honest love of country, of
liberty, and of truth, Whatever accusations he may lave
levelled agaiost men in office must be understood s applying
exclusively to their public character, nor does the blame which
appears to attach to some members of the Cabinet involve all
their colleagaes, many of whom are among the brightest orna-
ments of the aristocrsey and senate of this country. In the
magnitude of the questions invalved in the present contest the
dignity of history requires us to drop all personal considerstions
and to judge men and things by a higher standard than tempo-
rary and local interests, Above all, it ia incumbent on us to
risa above all party and class interests and considerations. If
the following pages present & departure from this role, it must
be sttributed to the infirmity of human nature and oot to the
intentions of the author, who s groided alone by his concern for
tha welfare of hiy countey and the peses of the world.
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RUSSIA AND ENGLAND,

CHAPTER 1.

RUBATA'S WEAKFERS EFOLARD'S HTRENGTH.

Ix every contest, from a single combat to the conflict ofem-
pires, it i the main object of opponents to find out each others
weak point. Every belligerent power has, like Achilles, ita
heel, its vulnerable place. An intoltien into this fact was the
secret of Napoleon's conquests, Dut, unfettered by the cum-
brous machivery of constitutional government, this great cap-
tain was able to carry out his intuitions with the speed of light-
ning and to follow them up with the impetus of the whirlwind.
Hence rapidity waa the chief instrument of his suceess, and time,
as Alison repeats in every page of his memorable history, is
every thing in wor. Hera we have one preat canse of Russis's
strength and England’s weakness, oo which we purpose to dilate
ot & foture opportunity. At present we are engaged with Rus-
pin's weakness, which maust, a8 a necessary conelusion, be Eng-
land’g strength.

England iz at war with Ruoesia, an empirs of colossal size,
immense rescurces, boundless ambition, and unserupulous diplo-
macy. It would be wome than idle to conceal the formidable
pature of the struggle, though it is more than doubtful if the

British Government haa 1ot been guilty of eriminal delay in
2
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protracting negotiations and deferring an appeal to arms, With
the secret documents of Russian diplomacy in our hands from
the days of Ivan and Bathory to those of Nicholes and 8ir Ham-
ilton Seymour, a doubt regarding the honest $ntentions and
bonourable character of ita rulers and peopls would be high
- treasen, But whatever cur judgment of the past folliea or crimes
of the Aberdeen cabinet, it is the duty of this esountry to wateh
carefully lest they he repeated or aggravated. . Lel us explain
our meanviog : This country hias immense resoprees o «men
and money ; every opponent has somea weak point, and time is
eversthing in war. Lastly, the coinmon sense of this country
hss decided that a fies expenditure of tressure, and, if necessa-
ry, of blood at the cotset, ia the best economy. 'We repeat that
it is the duty of England to ses that these maxime be instantly
adopted and vigorously carried out by the present miniatry.
Approaching more closely the spectal object of these pages,
let us endeavour to ascertaln Ruossias weakness, for that muost
evidently be our strevgth. A few years ago it would not have
been necessary to write & page to pgove the weak point of Hos-
" gin. A large wound was rankling patent,obvious in her bresst 3
but the misagprehensions of British diplomacy seted as o salva:
tha wound was cleatrized —Poland full, and the Couneil of Threa
in Downing Street had it all their own way.» An old proverh
says & stitch n time saves mine, and we are now phying and
suffering far the blunders or tranchery, or both, of an Aberdaen
Ministry playing into the hands of Bussia, and omitting to make
that atitch: '

Bat il s idle to turn to the past, save a8 & warning for the
future. Let us faca the present and prepars for the futurs, o
us to prevent a repetition of the same crimes for which we are
now suffering a national and & just retribution. Russia has
‘ow & weak point which would be a tower of strength o Eng-

and if we had an bonest me well as un sble man &t the helm,
«ay, if Britain eould find a Cincinnatus sud install him dicta-
ror for one year, with discretionary power, Russis would be
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humbled in the dwst. But even this unprecedented messure
is unnecessary, for if our semate contained & majoricy of eom-
mon sense we shoold have s wan of honour abd of sense as
premier, and England would dictate any terma to Ruesia.

The limits of thiz work, the valug of time, and the impor-
tance of the subject, make it impossible for the author to give
here & detailed seceount of the process that would effect this,
All he wishes or hopes to do at present ja, to direct attention to
4 mutter of vital importance to the welfare of this country and
the liberties of tha world,

In the far East, between two dirk and stormy seas, there
towers gloft an Alpine range, for ages tha home and bulwark of
liberty, and the cradla of & raee of Telle. A rupged region,
remarkable for the asperity of its climata and the poverty of its
people : but the thestrs of imperishable glory, and the parent
of undying heroism. This rnge is the Cancasus—this popula-
tion is the Circassians,

For many years an object of deep intereat to the author;
he bhad o ey youth learned to admive the beaoties of it=
scenery and value the gallantry of its claps. He had long fa-
miliarized himezelf with its vatoral and moral features, and had

-understood that it was the prineipal barrier agaiost Russian
. agpgreasion o the Hast. Thus far hie views coincided with those
of many others of his conntrrmen, bot within a recent date, and
eapacially since the eommencement of ths Eastern Question, his
eyea have been opened, and he has seen that nothing but crime
in the ministry at home ean prevent the triumph of Turkey and
England, and tha prostration of Bussia in 1854,

Tha chief elements of suceesa in war are threa in number: 1,
enthusiasm ; 2, valour and energy ; 8, discipline, Tt ia probable
that no nations on record hava ever matched the Circassians in
the first two elements, but they want tha third. Hence some
spiritlesa German writera infar that they cén effect nothing in the
plains. To this we reply, send a body of Britieh infuntry and
artillery to the Caucasus, and the war is yours, The Cireassian
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cavalry are avowedly the finest light horss in the world, and
ther could zend forth 100,000 to 200,000 of these men, inured
to hardships and abstinence, and first-rate shots, Armed with
Minié rifles what could etand them | New Tacherkask and the
towns of the Don Coesacks are groaning with riches, the spail of
Wastern Europe, and the Volga could float a fleet of transports
into the heart of Hussia to secompuny the army and supply it
with provisions. Napoleon®s and Charles X.'s invasions failed
for want of ]:nm?is.inns The burning of Moscow did not save
Russia, and water ca.rnnge- within a fow versts of Mozcow settles
ber doom, I mpeat. my appeal; send an army and & man of
decision and experience to the Caucasus with discretionary
power, and build some steamers on the Caspian, and the day is
Fours, No force that ever appeared in the field could equal a
bost of Clircassian cavalry supported by British infantry end
artillery, and those Germans who argue that the Circagsians can
do nothing in the plains forget the fimet maxim of war, that a '
formidable cavalry is most formidable in & plain country. Tt is
the daliberats opinion of the writer of these pages, founded on
the experience of those mest intimately acquainted with the
Cavcasian mountaineers, that such an army could conguer the
world, & fortiori Russia ; por need the plan be delayed a day.
If our patriotie sristocracy and merchants will come forward
with their yachts and steamers, t.ha Dion is open to us flowing
intd the sea of Azof and uawgahle within & very short distanes
of the Volga. Thus the diffculty of provisions vanishes, and
this is the great difficulty in Russian campaigns. Seeondly, all
the Circassian tribes speak Tartar and understand Turkish. Take
enough English, Turkish, and other interpraters with wou, and
concert your measures at omce with the chiefe. I copy the
statements of Bell and Longworth when 1 assert that for twenty
years ginee Urqubarts visit they have expectsd and longed for
such a foree and plan.  We have aald that time is everything
in war, and & heavy blow the best economy., Wa therefore
protouncs it distinet and certain evidanea of high treason i



