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LETTER I.

Eipeuaw, 12th me, 11th, 1343,

To & z

I am inclined, without further delay, to offer you
a few more of my thooghts on the intercsting sub-
jeet which hes lately cogaged our mutual aitention.

In my last letter I menfioned what I think of
the great prectical importance of your not being de-
prived of the membership which yon now hold with
Friends, until you have made a deliberate choice of
gome other Christien body, with whom you can fully
unite. And I endeavored to show that the negative
character of our views is such as to allow of your
taking full fime for the purpose of farther consider-
ation, without the smallest compromise of principle.

In point of fact, you have every motive for codh
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people on the subject. That any adult person who
wag known to have joined the Church of Epgland,
(for example, ) by the rite of water baptism, as ad-
ministered in that Choreh, wounld be considered by
an observing and reflecting public to have con-
solentionsly set his seal to ita whole system, or at
least to all its essential parts.

Boch an one cannot feirly, as I think, jost sip
the cup. He must, if he publicly adopts it as his

own, imbibe its contents, cven to the dregs,

Now my beloved friends, if this view of the caze
iz just, aod just it certainly is, sccording to my ap-
prehension, you mmgi allow me, in irue love and
faithfolness, to pot the question closely home to
your eonsideration, whether yoo can conscientiously
drink the whole dranght which is offered to you
by the Church of England? Whether you cen
with & truly eatisfied mind publicly adopt her gys-
tem s your own.

1 begin with that Church because I am aware of
your preference for it in some respects; and fully do
I unite with you in acknowledging thet many excel-
lent end devoted characters who have their place
in it, by birth, education, and Providential circom-
stances, are to be fonnd within it hordem. Wi
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sincere inguiring Christian venture to give his pob-
Lic ganction to a charch in which, offices considered
to be absolutely ssered and divine in their natore,
are dispoged of at pleasure, by worldly politicians
who are invested with public aathority, or by private
patrons equally worldly ! The head of this Church
iz a temporal monarch, who appoints its Bishops,
its Dreans, its Prebendaries. Ii is not the Holy
Ghoet who makes these pefsons “overseers” over
the body of Christ, Itiz the King or his Ministers ;
and the latter, for the most part, in all such appoint-
ments, if they have one eye open to religion, have
before the other sye, politics in view. The crownm
also in many instances distributes livings, and thus
gelects the pastors over particular flocks, while in
general thiz selection develves on country gentle-
men, who consider their legal right of thus choos-
ing the Bhepherds of the Bheep of Christ to form
an important part of their property. A convenient
resource it may be for the foture maintenance and
respectability of their second and third sons. The
fact that some virtuous Kings select good Bishops,
and that some pious patrons choose good Pastors,
is & Providential circumstance, an exception to the
general rule, which has not even a tendency to jus-
tify the system. That system is directly opposed,
in my apprehension, to the eternel prevopsse



