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THE LIFE OF

ROBERT SOUTHWELL

From i 1 R sbromporiivs Jlarizem,”

—_—

Ture poss author of these volumes was gue
of the mony vietims sacrificed to the intolerant
spirit which characterised e early slages of
the: Raformation.
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Folerl Smibwell wis o Cailldic, and, what
was sl more criminal in the eyes af the Faghsd
Government in the reigin of Quesn Elialwedy, be
was & Jewnit, He was bora aboul the year 1EGRZ,
of & respectalile Catludic Eodly, 2 Sz Faill's,
in Norfolk, and was, at an eavly age. sent o the
English College at Doany, for education.  1romg
Doy Tue went, tv Romey and, ot the age of six-
boen, was roeeived ivto dhe order of the secicty
af Josau.  Tlaving finished bis noviciate, and
pone throwgh hiv eonrse of phileophy and divi-
miky with prest ersln, e wis mode Prefeee of
Lhis stmifies of the E.'llg]i.-ﬂl [:ulhan"_- al Beme, Tu
L1584, he was senl a5 a missbosury Prieat ngo
lily native L'l'.'lulllr__l.'.r !n.'l.'irlg, s e E Ve {rpyelbed
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fiar and browght home a freight of apiritual sob.
stance to enrich his friends, and medicinsble re-
coipts agminst their ghostly maladies. Ifather
Somthiwell contimned in England, labouring dili-
geatly in his fonction until the yoar 1629, when
fe was opprebended in o gestleman’s hovsc at
Uzenden, in Middiswy, snl commiited fo a
dungeon in the tower, &0 Dodsome and Gbthy,
that when he was browght oul for examinstin,
his: clothes wese evversd with vermin, Uponm
this, his father presented & petition to Queen
Flizabeth, begging, that il hix son lad commit-
tod amy thing for which, by the laws, he had de-
sorved death, he might eaffer death ; if oot, as
be was o gootlemnn, ho hoped Her Majests
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muululltpluﬂﬂdtumﬂﬂihﬂthn&hﬂuﬂh&
treated as & gentleman, Tl Queen was graci-
llﬂﬁljl' 'pll::m] oy leden 1o Blos rayer, and omier=
o Uit Seithwed] should have a better Jodging,
gl lhat bis (ailey sheold have PEl'm!Eim to
supply him with clothes and other peesssrnes,
togethor with the books he pshed fiory, which
were aaiy ihe Bibly and the works of Saint
Bernznk  For three yesrs was he kept in prizon,
winl what was worse for himsel apd more dis-
groacefol to the povernment, it ks sidd, la: wis
put o the reck ten several times.

Wenrnad ol with tortare sl nrllla.l:l,! i.l:ﬂ[rl‘i-
sonmemty e [mﬁthuppﬂim] o thie Lonl Toea-
soror Cecll, that he might eilleer be browght to
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imal, to angwer for himsalf, or, at beast, that his
friemds might bave leave to come end sea him.
Tao this spplication, if we are o belicve the ac-
count of the Latin mamascript, which was for-
merly deposited in the archives of the English
College st 5t Omers, and of which & tranabation
is given in Cholloner's Memoivs of Missionary
Priests, the Lovd Treaturer ancwersd, % that it
b was in &0 much st B be hasyred, e should
quickly have his desive.” Shortly after this he
was removed from the Tower to Newgate, where
he was put down indo the dengeon calbed limbo,

Omn the 20th of Fsbruary, he was carried to
Westminster to take his trinl before Lond Chief
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Jusiice Poplam and others. A troe bill beng
Il against lins, Father Sowihwell was order-
eel tov e bor, el hedd np s hand a.r_'md.ug tix
oestom. ]rirl.p': ko] whellser b wos m,[i.]l]r
wr o gmiliyy he apswensl, Y7 confezs that 1
was Twen b Raglaml, a0 sobiect 40 the Ghuoen’s
mjuﬂ.j; and I.'|'|=1.l..| I'J" a.ll.:lrm'il.:rﬂ:riwjl frum
ﬂl:-ul, I lewve leen promoted o e seeeed ooder
ol priesthiensd in the B Churcl,™ bat be de-
nied hie had ever entertained any designe apainst
the (ueen or kingdom ; alleging, that he had no
ather intention, in retwrning to his natve coun-
try, than tosdmintster the sacroments, secording
tm the Cathedic Clhurch, tosuech gy desined them.
The jory were swom without o sigle challenge,
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the: prisoner oheerving that they were all equally
strutigerd 10 him, and, therefore, charity did nos
aflow him to except against one more than ana-
ther. He was fownd malty on his owm o
fiession, and being asked I he haud any thing
mare to suy why scotetiee shoold aot be pro-
nonnced apninkt him, be replied, ** nothing, bot
from my beart T firgive all who heve been any
wny areesancy to my death.™  The judge having
proncusced sentenca according to the nsasl
form, Father Soothwell made a low bow,
tening lim thanks as for an enspenkahle fivoar.

The next morning he was drtwn through the
streets, on & sledge, to Tybum, where a great
conoourse of people had sssembled 1o witnees bis



