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Difficultics about Christianity no Reason
for oisheliching it,

THERE is much tallk nowadays about difficulties in
religion.  Diflerent people treat them in different
ways ; some as a means of attacking religion ; some
as a cause of anxiety and fear lest, after all, relision
should not be true.  DBut in this they asree,! (hat
both think that difheuliics are against the truth of
religion ; or, which is the same thing, that if
religion were true there waould be no difficultics in

! Doubdess there are some wio bave never felt dificultics.
This may be either becanse wha! s true and good in celigion
has filled their minds so much as Lo leave no room for ather
thoughts, or because education and babit have made things
seem easy and Dmiliar o $hiens wrhich would be hard 2o one
wha came to them for the fivst time, or because thev are
ignorant of the questions which are raised. iIn ROy CasE,
they may and maust be asked not to make their own freedam
uite a tyranny for others. I they treat with contempt athers
who have difficultics, they are certainly wrong, for there are
difficultics, as the greatest Chriztian minds have admited,
and they will do harm to those who, whalever others may
say, do feel the difficulties; and can crly be helped by being
shown that they are no real objection to a reasonable faith.
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3 Difrculties about Christianity

it. Now it is just this which we have to challenge ;
and to maintain, on the contrary, that frwe religion
b5 sive to Rave difficulizes,

This does not mean that “the more difficultics
the better ;" or that Christians do not mind how
much the argument goes axainst them, and believe
in spite of their reason.  Of course difficuliics must
be considercd and fairly met, and cach difficulty
counts for something, ot least at first sight, in an
argument against religion ; and difficulties many
enough or great cnough would serve to crush
relizion. But, side by side with this, it is true, as
shall be shown, that there sas? be difficultics about
religion, so that a certain amount of difficulty of
certain kinds need not encourace the encmics of
religion nor disturb its friends.

* There must be difficulties about religion,”  Iet
us only try to imagine the contrary. Let us
suppose some one coming to us with a religion
which had no difficulties. ITe must tell us all
about God, so that nothing shall remain unex-
plained, and all ahout God's ways of working, so
that they may lic spread before us just as a man's
work might. He must know all that we can ask
about death and another waorld ; he must be able
to tell us, without any hesitation or any uncertainty,
what is right, ie. God's Will, in every case. Now,
what should we think of & man who came profess-



no Keason for desbeficvine it 3

ing all this, this religion without difficulties?
P'robably we should [eel disgust And we should
foel this disgust because there is nothing more
offensive than to be *cock-sure,” to have a pat
answer on the bicgest matters that the mind can
think of; because there is absurdity in thinking
that they do not pass the understanding of such
beings as ourselves ; and because it would be n
new world altogrether, and not the world God made
for man, if true and false, right and wreng, were
always as plain and distinct as north and south on
4 compass.

Does it not, thep, alrcady seem that cur own
judgment  woes  against o Creligion without
difficulties 7" We sheuld  think the man who
brought it a simpleton or an impostor.

But Iet us sce a little more closely why we
should be right in this fccline.

1. First, and hefore all else, religion gives a kngw-
ledge of God. I it is a religion made by men, it
confains what men think they know of God out of
their own minds, or {rom what they have scen in
the world around them, If it is a “revealed”
religion, like Christianity, it claims to contain what
men believe that God has taught them about
Himself,  Fither way it zives a knowledge of Gad,
But now, according to nineteenth-century ideas, if
there is a God at all, what do we all agree that He



