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PREFACE

FOR twelve years my father, as Regins Professor
of Divinity at Cambridge, was also Rector of
Somersham ; but in 1882, to his great relief, the
Somersham Rectory Act disannexed that Rectory
from the Regius Professorship. The major portion
of the sermons contained in this wvolume were
preached either in Somersham Church or in its
daughter churches at Pidley and Colne.  For a few
years my father was happy in securing the services
of his old friend the Rev. H. R. Alder for the charge
of Somersham, and on p. 170 a feeling reference
to Mr. Alder’s depariure from Somersham will be
found.

Other sermons belong to earlier years of my
father's life and were preached in Harrow and its
neighbourhood or at places wisited by him during
his holidays, such as St. Leonard’s in Bucks (M
Alder’s old parish), and Moseley {his parents’ home),
I have endeavoured as far as possible to give the
dates and localities of the sermons, and have added
within brackets particulars as to earlier use of certain
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of them, T have not included any definitely School
Sermons, though some of those here printed were
originally intended for lHarrow School Chapel and
were afterwards adanted for parochial use.  In the
later years of his life my f(ather could not fnd time
to write out Village Sermons at length, and the
memorials of many such that he preached only
survive in careful notes scribbled on odd hall sheets
of note-paper.

My hope in bringing to light these sermons is
that they may prove as helpfil and suggestive to
other country parsons as they bhave to me.

AW,
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And (e mundtitder Gl wens defore, ane thad fSlfewed, cried, sapiug,
Hozawea fo the tsn of Dhevid: Blesred dn He that cometd i the nasice of
the Lowd ; foranma o dhe fighesd.—57. MATTHEW xxi Q.

Toe Advent, or coming of Christ, which we begin
to celebrate to-day, in one sense or other iz the
message of all Scripture,  From the first book to
the last His coming is proclaimed, now in prayers of
thankful humility and now in songs of joyous exulta-
tion. The first promise which is contained in
Genesis is that a Saviour shall come : the last words
of our Blessed Lord are that He will come again.
Thus Christ's Advent is no event accomplished
once for all, and then to be put aside from the
common course of our thoughts: but rather, as it
forms a very important part of cur Christian creed
and our Christian prayer, so should it also All us
with serious and heart-searching questioning at such
times as these, The patriarchs and prophets looked
to it through long ages with earnest and inquiring
hope. The apostles and martyrs looked to it, in
fearful and lasting tribulations, with sure and quicken-
ing faith. The believer in our time locks to it when
fainting and wearied with his wark, and so labours

on with active and self-denying love,
: B
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This coming of Christ, you will remember, is
manifold in its nature. Onece Cheist came meek
and lowly, despised and rejected of men, the teacher
and companion of the poor, the scorn and the victim
of the proud, This was Flis first Advent —the
Advent of love.

Once again Christ shail come, on the clouds of
heaven ; angels and apostles and saints shall attend
Him then.  The trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall hear Hiz voice, and cvery eve shall sce Him in
[is kingly state,  This i His second Advent—the
Advent of judgment,

And there is still one other way i which Christ
comes—ocomaes, or waits to come, into the heart of
cach one of us, as we listen o iz veice and apen o
Him when He knocketh, and this iz a third Advent—
the Advent of [aith,

At this solemn seascn it is natural that our
thoughts should turn to meditate on these things, and
on the work for which He came. Tt is, 1 say, very
natural, and may God grans that it may be useful to
ponder on these things!  Like all the truths of Hely
Seripinre, Advent truths inust have a very deep and
real influence upon our tife if we rightly believe
them.  If we rightly bhelicve them: for in some
sense we do all believe them, il we mean anything
by joining in the service of God and bearing the
Christian name,  From day to day we profess to
acknowledge that " the only begotten Son of Gaod
came down from heaven for us men, and for our
salvation”  Trom day to day we profess to look for
ITim “to come again with glory to judge both the
quick and the dead”  Trom day to day we pray that
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His kingdom may come—not only in the world, but
in us, and fn our souls. And if then we do indeed
believe this, and pray for this sincerely and thought-
fully—if we simply and faithfully declare that Ged
was made man for us—if we hopefully and humbly
look forward to a great day of account—if we
patiently and zealously strive to hasten the time
when the kingdoms of this world shall be the kingdom
of the Lord—what manner of men must we be,
my brethren, in all holy conversation—loving one
another even as Christ loved us—forgiving one
another even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven
us—exhorting one anather in all meekness and long-
suffering, that men may see our good works and
glorify our Father,

At Arst, we say, Christ came to visit us in great
humility.  The prophet of old prayed in passionate
words that God would sewd the fwavens and cowe
domwn.  The heavens, indeed, were opened, but the
Spirit descended like a dove, and not as a consuming
fire. God came down; but this glory was veiled in
the form of man, that men might be able to have
faith in Him. I will not now anticipate Chiistmas
time in calling to vour minds all the marvellous
details of Christ’s lowly state. The stable of the
village inn was indeed a fit birthplace for Cne whoe
was a pilgrim on earth, and had not where to lay
His head. The end was as the beginning. At first
men found no room for Him, and then they slew Him.
There were occasions, however, when the power of
His divine majesty claimed their wonder and adora-
tion even at this season.  So was it when He entered
the Haly City for the last time, A great multitude
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spread their garments in the way as though He were
some mighty king ; others strewed palm  branches
before Him, as though He were seme triumphant
congueror ; and all cricd o 1lim as unto their
Saviour— Fesanna,  Seee new, we prar Thee, O
Thon Son of Pavid,  Blessed &y He that cometh in
the wmame of e Lowd,  Hesanwa in the highest,
They sang ta Jesus the hiyom which they were scon
to sing again at the coming (east.  They consecrated
Him—our great assover-—with the same words as
those with which the legal sacrifice was ofiered.
And so the glorious train passed on.  The Temple
was cleared,  The guestions of  the Yews swere
answered.  And yet in one short week the Kmg
—the Congueror—the Saviotur—was {orgotten ; and
men  cricd Awar sodd Hlin— Crnecdfy Tlin—anud
mocked Him as e hung upon the Cross,

Now all this, my brethren, has 2 meaning for ws,
This advent of Christ inta Jerusalem is but a figure
and a pattern of His general reception in the world.
At frst when men hear of Christ and of His mighty
warks they are moved, and prepare to celebrate His
trivmph,  They are willing to welceme 1lim in great
and glorious pemp, for tien they share in the honour
which they mive,  They folloew 1lim when He passes
through the city sweecping away vast and terrible
evils,  Dut then the trial comes.  1lc is slichted Dy
the learned and the powerful, and how shall the
igncrant aid  weak hold Tast their faith?  They
have not learmt to suficr with Christ that so they
may reign with [lim; but rather they have seught
to reign first before sulferngz, God'sorder is broken,
amd their strength Gils them: for only patience




