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INTRODUCTION.

‘Wrrmw a few years past, attention has been particu-
larly directed towards China, by her war with
and since the conclusion of that war, the United States
and other nations have hastened to make treaties with
the Celestinl Empire, by which to put themselves on a
footing with the most favored. The zeal and enter-
prise of individuals have also been awakened. Chris
tian communities are adding to the number of their Mis-
sionaries among this nation of idolaters, and merchants
are flocking to the shores of China in purswit of gain.
Many excelleht works have been written on China, but
the best descriptions do not equal a view of the objecta
described or leave a3 permanent an impression upon the
mind. As information is now eagerly sought after con-
cerning China and its hundreds of millions of inhahi-
tants, this collection and the ‘accompanying work have
been made to furnigsh it, The collection was formed,
without reference to labor or expense, with the aid of
Chinese, and the American Missionaries, who have re-
gided a long time in the country, and are well acquainted
with the language, manners and costoms of this curious
people. In collecting the materials for this book, the
best works on the subject have been consulted, and in
most instances the information derived from them ig pre-
sented in a condensed form. Among the works used
may be mentioned the Chinese Repository, Dr. Bridg-
man’s Chrestomathy, and the works of Medhurst, Davis,
Barrow, Staunton, Timowski, Kidd, and Gutzlaff, as the
principal ones to which this work is indebted.



GENERAL VIEW

OF THE
ENTRANCE AND INTERIOR OF THE CHINESE MUSEUM.

Over the spacions entrance to the bnﬂdin:g;,is an
ingcription in large golden characters, mu.dmg from right
to left, as follows: “Choong-wa-tie-Koon,” or in English,
“ An extensive view of the central flowery nation,” On
the sides are two tablets with the following charac-
ters upon them, reading downwards and begipning with
the one on the right, viz.: “Een-taze-chaow-shy-hum-wy-
gni” “Mow-m-jm-ﬁh&m&w-h&mg.“ A Chinese
aphorism, A free translation of which is, “ Worde may
deceive, but the eye cannot play the rogue.”

Suspended over the interior porch, with a lantern on
each side, is a “Tsoi Hoon, or “Lucky door,” a fanciful
ahn.ped frame divided in panels, richly carved and finished
in gold and lacquer, such as are hung up at the entrances
to Chinese “Jos Houses,” or Temples.

The cases are numbered around the room in regular
order as in the catalogue; the largest, with the exception
of one, contain groups of figures of the full size of lLife,
likenesses of individual Chinese, dressed in the costumes
.appropriate to the situations and employments in which
they are represented. Two of the cases are fac-similes of
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occupied rooms, completely, but differently furnished,
in the houses of a wealthy person. Amother is a com-
plete representation of a Chinese store with the merchant,
his assistants, a purchaser, &c.

Some of the small cases contain models of houses,
bndges and vessels, and others an immense number of
specimens of Chinese arts and manufacture; articles
esteemed cnriosities by the Chinese themselves, hﬁu.'llidfl]l
specimens of their curions and wonderfal art of carving
in ivory, sandal-wood, tortoiseshell -and stone; arti-
cles of food peculiar to the Chinese, such as birds’ nests,
Bea-slugs, sharks’ fina, &e.

Therema.lsos]ugemdbeau!afulm]]mhm of Chinese
paintings in oils and water-colors, consisting of landseapes,
portraits of Mandarins, Sadiac, and Hong merchants,
views of the different processes of manufacturing porcelain,
gilk and cotton, raising and curing tea and rice, and a
great variety of others.

The ceiling is covered with a great number of lanterns
suspended from it, many of them of beautiful construction
and materials, and others the forms of which could hardly
originate in any other than the distorted famcy of &
Chinese. .

The Museum is exelusively C]:lin&aﬂ., collected from all
parts of the Empire, and with the aid of this worl:, will
give the visitor a better knowledge of this eurious peo-
ple than can be acquired by reading the most faithful
descriptions alone, or-even by a transient visit to China.

There is onljr one other Museum of this kind in the
world; which is that brought from China, by the late
Mr. Dunn, of Philadelphia, who resided in the “ Celestial
Empire for a number of years. His Musenm was opened
in Philadelphia in 1889, exhibited for a few montha, and
then taken to Europe, where it now is.
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' Tu;a resent collection has been leased, for a short time, by P. T- Barwou,
olplhas city. Inorder to increase its attraction, aud invest its Ptctu-
. u.«_ still-life with a living interest, he has secured and attached to ¥, re-
gardless of the expense, the eelebrated Chinese Beaury, Miss Puwan-ye-kos,
and her swite, who recently arrived at this port in the ship Jenihe, from
Canton, en rowle for London. The catire group is composed of
Miss Pw;w-m-mn-..-....--.uged 17.cceaecc..d Young Lady.

Miss LUM-ARUMN  vovcnaneanee ® 2Ficiceneas Her Mmd- S-!m:ﬂl
Mr. 806-CHUNE.wcicarensanns " 32...."....1’1'&5!':”"

Mirs AMOON. . o cvvevceensnses ™ Towenenic..His Eﬂ‘.
Master Mon-CrvNe. oneenn.. LA S His Son,

Master ALEET-Mowe .. cveeeee * 1Beccce.....dn .En!efpr&r.

Miss Pwan-ye-koo will be pronounced peculiarly prepossessing, She is

g and handsome, vivacions, artless, refined in her mm and delicate
in Iler deportment, She is well known to belong to a family of high stand-

in the Ge]éam! empire, and possessés all Lhe mm;:lmﬁmculsaf Bnind
l.llﬁ g0 eloquently enlarged upon by the poets of that mysterious
eoun Bhe ia the first Chinese ledy that bas yet visited Christendom;
the only other female ever known to have lefi the * Central Flowery Na-
tion" in order to visit the ** outside barbarians" having been one of apocry-
phll TepUtation and position in her own cunntrlzu

"When it iz considered that the watchfil jealousy of & Chinese gentleman
exciudes from even a casual glance at the females of his family, not only
his male friends, but hiz most intimate male relations—that a residenee for
years in China will not secure to a European, under any #rcumstences, the
aight of aby but & Chiness woman of the lowest condition—some idea may
be formed of the difficelty attendant upon an attempt to induce 2 young Iady
Dfankuuwiellged respectabality to visit this :u‘llulr,r, and of the interest such
8 mm curiosity in our midst may leritimately inspire.

Miss Pwan-ve-koo is a capiml specrmen of a Chinese belle. Her feet
are only two and & half inches long, and are remarkably symmetrical. Her
figure s thuughmunhmﬂlﬁdbjrxhe&mrumimofherwun-
try ; whi her fave, for regularity of fealure, and a naive expression of in-
nocent amiability, will bear a close comparison with some of the loveliest
of our own land. Ier wﬂtingﬂ:xid, Miss Lum-Akum, iz a fair specimen
of the Chinese women of her She is comely and agreeable. Bhe is
quite & study, in her wu]'. for a curious ohserver.

My, Sco- Chuna,, the professor of mosie, is a gentletan of edueation and
character. He is considered an artiste of reputation, in China, as a master
of the Chinese violin and. other musical instruments. He w1|] at stated
times during the day and evening, gratify the visiters with pnpulnr Chinese
songs, as well as manifest his musical ability in bis extempore airs and ac-
companiments. His two children, Miss Amoon and Master Mun-Ch
will be found perfect novelties, s t -l:nfC'hme-se jovenility. Uniike t
notions many of us have formed rising generation among that oéd
people, we are compelled to admit rhl.t these speeimens of ¢ young China™
are reslly pretty, , and intelligent. They can not but please, with
their bright eyes, t-ll.ell' ted emiles, lively tongmes, and modest behavior.
Master Aleet-Mong, whcu speaks E B‘Imh readily, has been engaged as an
interpreter. His services will h important value in ms&:mg the
unique esiong of these strange Orientals into our cwn more sober
tongue. ith such striking edditions, it will at once be perceived that
this Museum can not have its equal in the world, It is complete i every
respect. It transports os to l:.‘hmu uael!‘ and furnishes to the eye and ear
& perfect and last Chinese as a nation, their habits,
their castoms, and nﬁwm
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CHINFHE MUSEUM~—OASE L v

Figures and Articles in Case L

CABE L

No. 1. The Emperor Thou Kwang, (reason’s glory.)
9. Mandarin of the first rank.
8. Mandarin of the second rank.
4. Mandarin of the third rank.
5. Mandarin of the fourth rank.
8. Military Mandarin of the fifth rank.
%. EWMM@’ the sixth rank.

View of the Great WﬂR@’Gﬁm ﬂimugﬁ the
doorway on the right.

View on the left of part of one of the ancient Im-
Wpdmmﬁawhndqffbmwm:ﬂ
the Yang-tse-Keang near Nandking.

Tems case contains a figure of the Emperor, six Manda-
ring of the highest grades, and a beantiful embroidered
red Satin screen. _

The figures are clothed in the splendidly embroidered
satin state dresses, worn only at court or upon the most
solemn occasions.

In the head of His Imperial Majesty we have an admi-
rable likeness of His High Commissioner Keying, who is
eaid to bear a strong resemblance to him, and has had the
honor to negotiate all the late treaties made by the Celes-
tial Empire with foreign nations.

The “Son of Heaven, or “Ten thousand years,” as his
titles read, clothed in the richest embroidered Imperial



B CHINESE MUSEUM—CASE I
Description of Figures, Dress, &e.

ye]]ow, which his subjects may not wear, and seated in the
dragon chair of state, upon which a liberal number of
- heads of this fabulons animal stand conspicuous, has just
affixed the vermilion pencil ratifying the treaty between
China and the United States, presented by one of his coun-
sellors.

The four Mandarins standing in front with their heads
respectfully covered according to Chinese etiquette, which
is the opposite to ours in many respects, are of the ‘four
highest grades in the empire; this is also the number of
the chief officers of the Imperial Council, two of whom are
Tartars and two Chinese, who serve a8 a eommunication
between the Emperor and the different boards of etvil
office, revenucs, rites, war, d&c., having charge of the
Empire,

The Military Mandarins standing a little in the rear of
his Majesty, as body guards, are of the fifth and sixth

. Each figure in this case has a string of court beads about
the neck, part of which consists of a single string running
a short way down the back and terminating in an orna-
ment made of some precious stone et in gold, Peacocks’
feathers, which are also hadges of rank, are fastened to the
knobs of their eaps and hang down behind, and the usual
sccompaniments of rank and wealth are seen at, their sides,
consisting of embroidered fan cases and small bags for
containing areca nut and tobacco. A great part of the
embroidery upon the dresses of most of the figures in this
case is concealed by the “ Makwa," “riding coat,” or up-
per garment.

The splendid screen suspended at the back of this cage,
together with that in No. 2, are supposed to have been
taken at the north during the war with Great Britain,




 CHINESE MUBEUM—OASE L 9

Emperor, hiz Prerogatives, .
~ and were presents to two aged persons from the officers
of the distriets in which they resided. They are made of
beauntiful materials, and the elegant writing and rich em-

broidery upon them, done in gold thread and floss silk,’

show that no labor or expense were spared in making
them every way worthy of the donors and those they in-
tended to honor. A translation of one of them has been
deemed sufficient, and will be found in the deseription of
figures, d&c., in No. 2.

The Emperor is distingnished from lds officers by his
yellow dress, npon which the imperial dragon is wrought
in gold, and a pear] of great value adorning his cap. He
18 called the father of his people, and is supreme ruler of
the lives and fortunes of about four hundred millions of
the human family, or more than one-third of the inhabit-
ants of the globe, “He is held to be the viceregent of
Heaven, eapecially chosen to govern all nations, and is
supreme in every thing, holding at once the highest legis-
lstive and execntive powers, withont limitation or control.
He is hence entitled Tien-taze, the son of Heaven; and is
clothed with most of the prerogatives of Deity. From
him emanate all power and anthority; the whole earth
it iz ignorantly supposed (and it is the policy of such as
are better informed to perpetuate the ignorant notion)
is subject to his sway; and from him, as the fountain
" of power, rank, honor and privilege, all Kings de-

rive their sovereignty over the nations. Tt is in
. conformity with these haughty pretensions, that China
has ever refused to negotiate with ‘outside barba-
rians’ until compelled to do so by force strenger than
her own.
“The power of the sovereign is absolute, as that of a
father over his children; although, theoretically, he is

it



