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CHAPTER 1.

HIZTORICAL SKETOLL

Discovery of Californian Gold. #1. Theexiswence
ol rieh and extensive gold mines in California woe dizeovesed
b}_? Joamea W, Marchafl, an American eilisen and a eative of
Nuw Jersey, on the ninetesath of Jmmar'r, 1843, 63old hwad,
prﬂ'rmus o that dimae. hewn Foundd, Lt in plﬁLt’E where th.e
mines were oo ﬂ:ﬁiEnEﬂﬂ‘, thiir peodection was scarveely
kmiren to commeree, and their workine, afice lonr wun», led Lo
06 decrportant resalts.  Mardull'e diseovers apesd |ljr and di-
rectly exmoveieed wn Infloence that wes Lol ]iimughcmt thas
workl, and gave o new Jife to teade and fodestry in Eorope
anel Auwerica.

Drake’™ Report. § 2. "The et published report of
gold 1n Oelifrmia, 4 in Haklurt's asconot of Sir Francia
Dipabo's viait to this epast in 1579, That vopyeer enderod a
bay, about latitade thirty-cisht degrees, supposcd o be the one
now called @ Tieake's Tiay,” tyenty miks north-westward from
the mouth of Sun Pruoesee Ty, I nod the Tormer, i cer-
tainly wag the Intter bay, The histovise of the vovage 2aye
“There s oo part of e carth boere e Ing falen ap whurein
there is not & reazonahic qnunht-_} of pold or silver”  ‘There 2
no statermme that any of fo's men pemetrated intn the in-
terior, or made any search Lop theas wetold, oe oblsined auy
specimens of them ; and sinee peither mold nov silver is fon
i fhe loose earth &l vither Dieke’s Bay or San Francises Bay,
wo are justified in preseming 1he statement €0 be an Jmp-udeut
lie, written for the purposes of makivg the voyage appear im-
porfant, piving interesh to the narradive, aaml T impHEng on e

iroovant and eredulins.
11



10 HARD-BOOK OF MINING.

Spanish Reports. 3 & The Bpaniards pod Mexicaps
who visiter] the coast at varionz times, by Jand and sea, and
who wore fnmitiar with the indications of the precions metals
and lknew how to search for thew, nndoublediy fonnd gold at
varlons places, particnlsrly noar the Colorado river ; bt they
found no placers Tich enough to pay for the labor of working.
The impression went whroad, howerer, thal the eomicy bind
greal mireral wealth, and coutinued o prevail watil the
American copgaeat. 1t waz only n vagoe ruoor, aod was
puhliskied o aevirol pooks, but it conld not command the eon-
fidenees of severe etiticism, .

Faorbas and Maufras, 3 4. It iz reportod that silver
wrag dizeovered ot Alizal, in Monlerer connty, ay sarly as 13403,
and gold wis found ab Soen lzideo, in dan THego county, in
18238, (Mawfras, vol. 1, p. 320) ; bt the [uemer Place mwver
vielded any silver worthy of wote, amt the latter had not been
heard of in 1835, by Alexnnder Furbes, the historien of Cali-
fopmia. who wrote: © No onincrals of perticnlar impertaoes
bave yob been found in Upper Californls, wor any ores of
metals” (F. E7)) 1o another pleee, (p- 143) veferving in
Hijar's migralion to Califernia i 183, Inswys ¢ There wies
goldsmiihs [{in Ahw paety| proceeding Lo o couniry where no
gl axisted,”  Ehe first mime Lo prodoce auy notewnrihy
sl of presinms meiel waz the gold placer in that Culion of
Bun Wranciaguito, o the ranel of the same oeme. forte-fivo
milea wntlenarth-wstward from Tea Angeles. Tlas plocer
was dlizgoversl sliout the vear 1838, (Monfres, vol. 1, po 137}
and in L2479 the chief mince ibere wasu Frenchman numcd
Baree., This placer waz wronght conlinnensty fron LE3E il
1542, when It wes dezertad for (he deber digring: in the Sue
ramento busin,  The tolal vicld in ten yeurs seas prolabily not
over SE0000, 2 yiarly avernre of £8,0043,

Dana. #5  In 12344, Tames 1. Dang, the guologist aod
mineralogist of Witkes' Rxploving Expudition, visited Cab-
fornia, and traveded from the northern bonndary through the
Sacramento basin to the Bay of Ban Franciseo, snd soon after
his refrn to the Hastern States in 1842 or 1843, he published
& work op minceuloer, in which he wserted the existence of
gold in Califoenin, - T have ool been able to fisd a copy of the
firat edition of his book, bat a newapaper which kae fallen into
myiands gives the fo¥owing quotetiony, presamed o be correes,
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Hpeaking of places whore gold has been foumd, be mentioned—
= Claliforoin, between the Sierra Nevads and Snervmento and
Han Josquin rivers."—(p. 2600 Onp page 252 he saps: “ The

old rocks and veina of quirts wers ooseevod by the author in
%EH_-E, e the Limjuua river, in Southern Oregon, amod pebbles
from aimilar rociks were met with along the ghoves of the Spe-
raments, in Califorain, and the resemblance to other gold dis-
riets was romarkad, bat there was a0 opportunily of exploring
the councry at the time.” My, Dana nnguestionnbly discovercd
the: existence of gold in Califoreis, either by direct vision or by
inferenes, but it way o mere nowinal dizcovery, croditable in w
acientific point of viaw, but of ne practical vee, He did not
find digrimgs that wonld pay, wor did lia amtounccment. set
anyhody to worl to hunt for guch digginga. Hia merit, in 2o
far s Culifernia fa eonceened, may be eompared to that of
Murchison's similar dizcovery of snriferous roclk, or rock indi-
caling anriferoma wealth, in Avmtealia, TG did ne gond, and
wobody paid awny altention to if, nniil the paving digrines
were found by Hargraves, many vears Inter, ﬂsn'i[a nvea
ig tha hero of the Awnatralian, zo 3 Marshall of the Californian
pold seuviry.

Larkin., §6. Tefore giviog the seoownt of hia dizeovery,
however, T will guote the following pasmge from s letter,
written on the fourth of Way, 1846, by Thomus (), Lerkin,
then T7. 3. Comanl at Mootevey, Califrpia, to Jamez Bu-
ehanan, Hoeratary of State weder Prosadeot Poll

4 Theve i suid to be blnek load in the country at Hon Fer-
nandi, mear San Pedro, [unw Tam Angiies l'-ll1l1'1T1F}- B:,r
wazhing the aand in o plate, any porson esn obtaio trem 81 40
$5 per day of gobd that being: $17 per onnce in Boston ; 1he
gold has heen gothered tor w0 or thees years though bot few
hove the paticnce 1o look for it On the sonthenst end of the
Talpnd of Oatulise, there @ o zidver mine from whick ailver
has been extracted.  There iz no doubl bl that goid, ilver,
quicksilver, copper, lek, solpbor amd coal mines, ave to be
found all over California, and it i equally doubtful whether,
undar their prosent owners, they will evor e wrorkoed.™

Marshall the true Discoverer. § 7. James W.
Marshall, in & lotter dated Jannary 284h, 1356, wml sddressed
to Charles . Pickett, gove the following seconnt of the gold

diseovery ¢
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¢ Pomards the end of Aurust, 1847, Capl. Butter and T
formed a eopartuership to baild and vun a sew-mill upon a site
elected by myzelf (since known as Coloma),  We employed
P, L. Wetlmer and fmily to remove from the Fort [Butter's
Fort] to the mill site, to eonk and lahor for s, Nenrly the fiesk
work done waz the brilding of a doulle log cabin, ahont half
a wmile From the mill gitc, We commenced the mill aboat
Christiong.  Sowme of the mill hands wanted n ealin near the
mill.  This was built, and T went {o the Fort to superintend
the comstruerion of the il irony, lewving orders to ent & norrow
ditch whers the racc wes 1o be made.  Tlpan my retum, in
Jaouary, 1848, I foond tho dileh ent oz di‘recteri', and oee
wln wore working on the same were doing eo sl a great dis-
advantagn, cxpending their lsbor upon the head ﬂtglih:-! rah
instead of the foor.

=T frmedialely ehaneed the conrse of Lhings, and apon the
pinedesnth of the zamoe momdb ol Januery, dizcovered the gold
near the lower el of the race, ahont torn handesl vards below
the mill,  Williwm Seott wee the second mwan €0 goc the metal.
He was ot work at o carpenler's Lench near the mill. Tshowed
tho gold £ him.  Alewander Stephens, Fomes Tieown, 3 Teary
Bigler and Williwm Johuston weee Nlwwis: workiog in front
of the mill, feeming the mpper slory.  They wers ealled up
neexl, and, of oo, 2ae precions metal. T L. Weimer
and Charles Beunctt were st the old dooble log eabin [when
TTusiinees & Clo, afferwanls kopd o stove} ood in sy opiuion, al
leaat half & il didunt.

6 Tn b ncuntime wa pob in sowe wheat ood pess, pearly
Ave weres, aeross the river, Lo Febrasry the Caplain | Captadn
Hutter] come to the wounisins for the frel lime.  Then we
copsmmimaled a teeaty with the Tolians, which had been pre-
vivualy pepotinted. The Lonor of this waz that we wers Ly pay
iliem E200 wearly in gocdz at Yerba DBucaa prices, for the
Joint possession ond ooenpation o bhe land with them ; they
srocing not to kil our stock, iz, @ hovses, calitles, hoss or

p, nor bmrn the prozs within the limits fxed by the treaty,
At the same time, Capt. Butter, mysclf and Teneo Heompheey
entered into s copartnetahip 1o dig gold. A shork Ume alter-
wards F. L, Weimer mored sway from the mill, snd wues awoy
two or thres months, wien e retureed.  With all the events
that a{ul.aequcnt[y peeurred, w4 and the poblie are well fa-
formel™



