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FINE WOOL SHEEP HUSBANDRY.

In riging to read thie paper on the sheep of cur country, pre-
pared at the request of your President, I canwotf fail to have it
forcibly recalled to my memory that twenty-five years age this
very month, at the annuasl meeting of the old New York 8tate
Apricultural Society, in thig eity, I wae appointed chairman of a
committee of breeders to draw up a report on the eame subject;
and that, twenty-four yeara ago, I read that report before the
Society.*

On that occasion I waa aided by the far riper experiemce of
soms of the most eminent: brésders of our State, and might there-
fore without presumption, Bﬁib&ﬂj their knowledpe in respect to
breeds with which my own acquainfance was limited.

Having no such assistante now, I shell confine my descriptiona
chiefly to those varieties of which I can spesk from an ample per-
sonul experience. These include the Merinos which, at various
periods, have been imported from Spain, France and Germany
into the United Statea.

The inquiries of your President embraced the following topics:
The origin of the Merino; ita varieties ; its introduction into the
United Statea; the circumstances which have affected its success;
the comparative profitableness of its varieties; the expediency of
crossing between varietiee and the effects of in-and-in breeding;
the proper mode of selecting & flock; the art of breeding; the
present couraa of breeding in the United Btates; and suggestions
as to the future of the fine wool husbandry in our country.

# It waa published fu the Caltivater (Albany) Mareh, 1838, and exiracts from it in the
present Bocioty's Transsctions, 1841,
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Tae Seaniss Merivo.

The origin of thia animal is involved in obscurity. The com-
monly received account is, that Columella, & Roman who resided
near Cadiz in the reign of Claudius, coupled fine wool Tarentian
(Italian) ewes with wild rame brought from Barbary, and thus
laid the foundation of the breed; that zome thirteen centuries
after, Pedro 1V. of Castile, improved it by a fresh importation of
rams from the same country; and that two hundred years later
still, Cardinal Ximenes s third time repeated thia smeliorating
cross ;—from which period, we are left to infer, the breed became
established about as it was found when it first began io attract
the special attention of foreign naticne in the eaventeenth cen-
tury. All the early varieties of Afriea had long, atraight, hairy
wool, like the present long.wooled sheep of England, and no
writer, ancient or modern, has pretended that the rams imported
from that country into Spain, were any different in this parti-
cular. How recurring crosses between such animals snd fine
wooled ewes should have commenced, improved, and finally fixed
the characteristice of a breed like the Merino, 18 & problem which
admite of no rational solution to a practical sheep brecder.* This
pedigree is probably entitled to about as much confidence as that
which the Greck poets pave to the wonderful ram which bore the
“ (olden Fleeco.” Ho, according to this very respectable autho-
rity, was got by the sen-god Neptune, dam the nymph Theophane.

The ooly well settled facts on thie subject—und fortunately
they are guite eufficient for all practicnl purposes—are, that at a
period anterior to the Christien era, fine wooled gheep abounded
in Spain; that they were preserved and made themselves heard
of in the channola of trade and the domestic arta through sll the
conquests, re-conquests, and other sanguinary convulsions of that
kingdom; that they were, or gradually ripened into, an oxclusive
breed unique in its characteristics, and essentially unlike all other
breeds in the world.

‘When the Merinos of Spain firat attracted the observation of

*Hirabo, who waa & contemporary of oot Baxicr, and who eonsequently lived s genorstion
earlior than Columells, saye that the fine laths worn by the Romans Lo his time wers mann-
fuatured from wool bronght from Troditanis, in Spain.  Pliny, himeelf Governor of Bpain,
writing just after Colomella’s time, desoribes severn]l Az wooled waristiss in that sountry
whish must have existed there a long time antorict to Columalla, The Barbary oroesss
undoabtsdly wore made with, or formed, the Choosh or long-wooled broed of Bpain, which is
sltggother distinet from tho Merino.
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other nations, they were found scattered over most portions of
their native country, divided into provincial varieties which
exhibited considerable differences; and these again were sepa-
rated into great permanent flocks or cabanas, as the Spaniards
termed them, which had so long been kept distinet from each
other and subjected to special lines of breeding, that they had
acquired the character of sub-varieties or families.

VARIETIES AND SUR-vARIETIES 1N Sreaim.

The first division recognized in Spain was into Transhumsntes
or traveling flocks, and Estanles or statiooary flocks, The first
were regarded as the moat valuable. They were mostly owned
by the King and some of the principal nobles and clergy, who at
an early period fastened on the kingdom a code of regulations
which sscrificed every other agricultural interest for the conven-
ience of the proprietors of these sheep.*

The system of Spaniah sheep husbandry is & curious and not
uninstroctive leaf from the records of the past, but does not come
within the scope of this paper. If will be found described with
aufficient fullness by Mr. Livingeten, whose valuahle * Essay on
Sheep,” now recognized authority throzghont the world, was laid
before the New York SBtate Agricultaral Society in 1800.7'f

* Theso will be foued described in detail by Lestayrie, Livingston and cther writers, The
sheep were driven foum the sonthern provinece in April or May, aooerding te the westher, to
the mountaing in Lhe north of Bpoin, o distange of abeut four bandred mites, s driven baok
agein in the aotumn, gewerally lesving the wountaine towands the clese of Beptember and
through tho month of October. The Tribuosl {Conscie de la Mests) which both mede and
edministerad tha Jawe which regulated their transit, wae compassd of the rich and powerfal
fockmasters. The following remarks are from Lastayrie's most valuable Treatise on Merino
Eheop:

# A Bpanish writer, Jorvellapes, in & memoir addressad %o the Kiog of Epain, says ©the
oorps of Junadines {propriewns of Gosks) enjoy an ennoood pawer, snd bave, by the foree of
sophisme sod intrigees, not only eogrossed il the psstures of the kingdem, but heve made
the sultirstors abandon thoic moet fertilo land=: thos they have baniched the staticnary Goaka,
rulved sgriculture, sot depopainted the countoy.* 1t in onsily conceived that five millions of
sheep traversiog the kiogdom in almest ite whele extent, for whom the sulbivators mre com-
polled to lemvo m rond through their vineyards ond best coltivated lands of not less than nipety
yards wide, and for whom; bosiden; farge commons mast be left; Iesy, it 1 sestly conesived
that aueh a fioek mupt grently ooutributo ko the depopnlation of the country, snd that the
revenns that the King draws by the duty on wool ik suhtehed from the bread of his people.??

T I hawe thas termed the Bociety, heoaws it will convey s more correct impresslon to many
readers of the present day, than to give it its astuwl designution, which wos, © The Socisty
for the Promotion of Useful Arts.” Tu was the lineal snoestor of onr présent organizstion,

Hobert R, Liviogaton; LL. D., Becrelary of Foreign Affalrs under tha Amerioan Articles of «
Confaderation, Chancellor of Now York, &e. &o., went as American Minister Plenipotentisry
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Livingston makes the following tarritorial classification of the
Merinos in Spain &t the opening of the present century: *{as-
tile and Leon has the largeet with the finest coats. Thoss of
Soria are small, with very fine wool. Those of Valencia, which,
like the last, do not travel, have fine wool, but a very short
staple.”

The Leonese Transhumantes, considered the best sheep of
Spain, were the only omes which ever attracted much foreign
notice, and they composed the principal importations into the
United States. Some of the most esteemed families of them were
thus briefly characterized by Lasteyrie, one of the best informed*
and most reliable writers, early or late, in respect to the Merino :

" The Escurial braad ia anpposed to posscas the finast wool of all the
migratory sheep. The Guadelonpe have the most perfect form, and are
likewise celebrated for the quantity and guslity of their wool. The
Paulara bear much wool of & fine goality; bot they have s more evident
enlargement behind the ears, and a greater degree of throatipess, and
their lambs have a coarse, hairy appearance, which iz succeeded by
excellent wool. The lamba of the Tufantados have the same hairy coat
when young. The Negreiti are the largest and stroogest of ell the
Spaunish traveling sheep.”'t

The Merinog, as they appeared as & race at the opening of thia
century, are thus described by Livingston :

iy Franoa in 1301. He thare gave moch sttention to the Merinos preparatory to e importa-
tion of them. Ha 1z sa able, and in maticr of facty oxtromely rolinble, writer. He was ons
of the moat apirited and imfloentisl agricultoral foprovers in oor sountry, sod is oover to be
forgotien aa ik patron sod sokdjuter of Falton.

* Lasteyrie traveled inko every couniry in Kuropo, whaore the Merinos bad been introdooed,
10 ascertaln how the sxperiment suecoeded and te observe the offedt of ihe diferent elimates
and aystems of management on the anitl.

+ Livingeton's deseriptlons coloelde with theee, exoept that be eays that the Panlsre here
©i gimilar Beecea™ with the Guadelonpes, snd are ““longer bodied.*

Thess celsbrated facks ware the property of individnals or of religious crders, The Eecu-
rial fock belonged o the Hing, untll Phillp IT gave it W the friare of a oonvent sitnched
to the Esourinl palace. The Panlam were parchaeed by the Prices of Pease of the Carthusing
frinrs of Paular. The Negrettis ware cwoed by the Conde Campo de Alange—the Infantados,
Aqueirres, Montarcos, ote., to tha nobilen of thoss names.

Hon. William Jarvis, of Vermount, hereafter meotiooed as s conapienous fmporter of Merine
sheep into the Unitsd States, ina letter ta L. I. Gregary, whith was re-published in Marrell’s
Amerienn Ehepherd, (pp. T1=T8,) destribes the Spanish cabanss somewkat differently. Bai
his opportunities for judging, good sa they wers, were nob equal to those of Lasteyrie, and
Mr. Jurvie wmte some years affer he had eeen any pore bred animuls of the ssparate rabanas.
Loateyrie's desaripiion is sdopted by some eminent writers, familiar with the Spanish sheap
nesr the opening of this centary, and I @0 not remember to have peen it sonbradicted by any
‘European suthor of reputation. Like all the dencriptions of animals by writers of ihat day,
45 in, howewer, sxoeedingly meagre snd vagos. Baot I de nob think cthe writers of that day
eonsidered the distinetions batweon s fow of the hosk cabanse e of much importence—regurd-
ing themn s about equal in valua.
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“The race verics groatly in size snd beauty in different parte of
Spain. It is commonly rather smaller than the middie sized sheep of
America. The body is compact, the legs short, the head long, the fore-
head arched. Theram generally {but not invariably) carriea very large
gpiral horne, haa & fine eye and a bold atep. The ewes have generally
no horns.  The wool of these sheep i8 80 much finer and softer than the
common wool, a8 to bear no sort of comparison with it; it is twisted
and drawn together like 8 cork screw: its length is generally abouot
three inches, but when drawn out it will stretch to nearly double that
length, Though the wool is, when cleaned, extremely white, yet on the
sheep it appeara a yellowish or dirty-brown color, owing tu the cluseness
of the cosat, and the condensation of the perspiration on the extremities
of the fieece. The wool ecwmmonly covers great part of the head, and
descends to the hoof of the hind feet, particularly in young sheep; and
it is alac much more greasy than the wool of other sheep”

To enpply data which will enable any one curicus on the sub-
jeet to make some practical comparisons between thesa sheep and
their descendanta in the United Statea, I select the following,
from & more extensive table by Petri, who visited Spain in the
early part of thia contury for the express purpose of examining its
shesp : and I add similar admeasurcmenis of American Merinos:
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These weights and measurea, excopt those of the American
sheep,* are Austrian. The Austrian pound is equal to 1.037 lba.
avoirdupoia; the Amstrian foct to 1.234 English feet.

Mr. Livingston, in describing the Spanish Merino of his day as
compact and short-legged, took for his standard of comparison,
donbtless, the gavnt, tall sheep of Americn ; and Col. Homphrays'
description, sent to the Massachusetts Hociety for promoting
Agriculture, requires tho same explanation. Most British wri-
iers, with their eyes on their own mutton breeds, fall into the
opposite extreme. Potri’s measurements show ihat the Spanish
gheep were far less compact than their American descendants,
though they ran to no extraordinary excess in the opposite direc-
tion.

We shonld gather the impression from Livingaton’s remarks—
and Humphreys expressly says—that they were broad chested.f
Compared with other sheep, or their own descendants of the pre-
sent day, this was quite otherwiee, The concurrent teatimony
of both writers and ohservers who had more practical aequaint-
ance with the pointe of an animal’s carcess than either of the
above distinguished gentlemen, as well ns my own obsorvations
thirty years ago, when our own Merinos had been bred closely to
the original model, show Lhat the Merino of Spain was decidedly

* The Ameriesn Merino ewes wern taken from one of my flocks compoaed of sheep of good
medinm sigey and T thlok they were a little beavler iban the avernge of the fiock.  They wers
woighed; &a., in Deoa. 1361, aod had been sbeared only five months—an thut thoir weights did
mat, like the 8panish, include full fleeses. They wers in good ordinary sondition, and oo more.
The rame la troe of the ram. Ho i  smsll, short animal for one of his famlily, bal hea great
wobstanee, and is epecislly prized for the uniformity of his offispring, for thelr loer, hroad,
beautiful forme, aod for the great length wnd thickaess of their wool, His cwn fleess han
renched to about 31 Jte.  Tn obher respests thers wan nothing unuenal in the appesranoe or
form of moy of the four; and their sbape, &e. would about corvespond with that of the fack
they wara taken from, or thar probably of any other prime full Blood floak in the eouniry.
The ram wae 25 inches high oo the sbonlder, the awes shout 23 inches enoh. I wish Potri
bad given the heights of the fpaniah sheep, When the diffevence in woight in taken into
ngeount, [t s remavkable that thers shonld be po greator diffevence in the * eironmferanoe of
the belly*” between the Bpanich and American sheep in the table; and one would infer thet &
good portion of the weight of the former must bo mads op of & belly eo disproportioned in size.
But 1 have no doubt tbat Fetrl measured their elrcumfercoeo in full flnece and without sny
compression of the wool. T zhall renarve any forther gompnrinons until I desoribe the impro=
ved Amerissn Merinm,

t ¢ The nesk short, tha cheat broad. The members more compaet and thick than thase of
gur former breed of sheepy and the careasm is thooght to hays smeller bones and to be mors
rounded in the hinder pare.”—[Col. Humphreys' Lebicr fo Mase, Society for promoting
Agriculture.



