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INTRODUCTION.

Nopr® English pross, and aven noble English essays; had been
written long before Addison. But we aro justified in regarding
Addison and his friend Btesle ms the founders of the modern
English emay and modsrn English pross ; and the larger share
of tha schievaments was Addison’s. It wes he, more than any
obé gles, whe invented s middle style,"—something between
the grave stately diction of formsl writing snd the free end saszy
epeeoh of svery dey; o style suited, therefore, for addreszing &
wide airole of readsrs on & wide wvaziety of mibjeects, unpreten-
tions, sdmirably olsar, dignified, but never stilted. This fact
malos bim still, as in T, Johneem's day, the beet model for most of
ux. It ix the “ middle style * that ie neaded in slmost sll human
intersourse—in the writing of eesys, novels, historiee, sermons,
gpeaches, nowspapers, lotters; amd ovem a8 & model for oon-
versation, to prevent it sinking inte the merely trivial and
alipshod, & petty exchange of personal remarks expressed in
indifferant English eked out by glang, None csn show os better
than ** the dear parsem in the tye-wig ™ how social interconrse
may b hright aod sperkling, yet elevated and slevating, with &
tendenoy to inorease the happiness of thoss who take part in if,
and ta cheok unworthy thonghtas snd feelings,

But such influenoee ia oftem beat when i¥ i moat unommegiously
given and received. It is good to read Addison first becanse he
is full of charm ; bocsasa we poon come to feel an affection for
this silent, keen, kindly spectator of men ; becsnse he brings
beck to ua vividly the vanished e of the early sighteenth
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oentury ; besanse he areated in Bir Boger de Qoverley one of the
moat delightful characters in the whole mange of English liters-
ture. I we sometimes seem to see the Bpectator's eyse—grave,;
bat with a twinkle in them—tuorned opon oor own folliss, and
are willing to receive a playful rebuke or gentle hint from him,
that will be ancther adventege to add to the reat.

1. LIFE.

Josare Appisow, son of the Bev. Lanoslot Addison, dean of
Lighfield, was borm cn May let, 1872, ot Milston, Wiltshire.
Ha was edesated at Lichfeld, and afterwarde at Charterhonss,
where Steels, whoss pame waa in loter yeara to be ssscciated so
olosely with his, was & younger schoolfellow. Bteele visited him
at Liohfield, and haa commemorited thecharm of his home mircle
in the Taffer (Mo, 256,  The boye bohaved themselves very
early with a manly friendship : and their sister, instead of the
gross familisrities and impertinent freedoms in behaviour wsual
In other houses, woa alwaye trested by them with 28 much oom.
plaisanee aa any other young Indy of their ascqueintance. It was

&n oosphakable pladsnes bo visit or sit 2t & maal in that fmily.

I have offien aeon the old man's heart flow at his oyes with joy
upon opoagions whish would appear indifferent to such a8 were
strangers to the turo of bis mind ; bot 8 very slight aooident,
wherein he sgw his ohildren's good-will to ona another, crested
in him the godlike pleasnre of loving thern becanse they loved
each other.’

In 1887 Addison went to Oxford. At flvst he was & commoner
of Quoen’s College, but ha was given & demyship (i.«. scholarship)
ot Magdalen for his olaasioal attainments, and in due eourse
procseded to a fellowsbip.  Hewon o reputation which extendad
beyond Oxford for his Latin versas.

In his twenty-sighth year Addison went abroad te perfect his
edunation for political life by & prolonged continemtal tour. Ha
vigited Franse, [taly, Bwitserland, Germany, and Holland, and
remained sway from England for more then foar yearn.

Boon after his return he wrote his poem of the Compaim to
oelebrats Marlborough's victory ot Blenheim, Aungust 1704, and



