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PREFACE.

Tue Experiments detailed in this brief
Essay were undertaken without any inten-
tion of publication. The subject they were
intended to elucidate coming within the
scope of their duties as public Teachers at
Guy’s Hospital, the Authors could not but
attach to it a lively interest, and were in-
duced to institute the following enquiry,
with a view to promote the instruction of
their respective Pupils.

The results, however, of their investiga-
tions, have otherwise determined them ; for
they discover, or imagine they discover, in
those results, that which is well worthy the
attention of the medical philosopher; and
which, they are willing to hope, is calcu-
lated to throw additional light upon a
subject which must ever deeply concern
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the physiological, the pathological, and the-
rapeutical Student.

They are not ignorant of the public cla-
mour that has been raised against all ex-
periments on the lower animals, or of the
reproaches that have been so gratuitously
and indiscriminately levelled at the expe-
rimental physiologists both of this country
and of France. But whilst they are in-
clined to disregard the squeamishness of
those who have thus included in one sweep-
ing censure all the most celebrated and
most zealous cultivators of medical science,
they indulge the hope that the more en-
lightened and more reasonable portion of
the community will acquit them of any wish
or attempt Lo practise unnecessary cruelty.
They with sincerity declare, that nothing
but an avdent desire to advance the cause
of their profession, and a well-founded hope
ofits ultimately tending to diminish the sum
of human suffering, could have induced
them to institute a mode of investigation so
painful to every man of correéct feeling.
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tying or dividing the lymphatic trunks does
not interfere with the operation of poisons
on the system; the Authors, therefore,
have not considered it expedient to re-
peat the experiments of that distinguished
‘physiologist, but have confined themselves
to the question, whether the absorption
of a poison and its subsequent applica-
tion to the brain are essential to the pro-
duction of its specific effects upon the body.
In conclusien, it may be observed, that if
prejudice or preconceived opinion can inva-
lidate testimony, it may probably enhance,
in some measure, the confidence of the
reader to be told, that, at the commence-
ment of these experiments, the Authors
entertained diametrically opposite opinions
respecting the question at issue.

To their friend Dr. Hodgkin they take
this opportunity of offering their grateful
acknowledgments for his valuable assistance
in conducting some of the most difficult
and delicate experiments.






