THE DARJEELING
HIMALAYAN
RAILWAY. ILLUSTRATED
FOR TOURISTS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649342143

The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway. Illustrated for Tourists by Various

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



VARIOUS

THE DARJEELING
HIMALAYAN
RAILWAY. ILLUSTRATED
FOR TOURISTS

ﬁTrieste









THEHE

DARJEELING HIMALAYAN

RaiLway.

lllustrated Guide for Tourists.

“Hills draw Like Heaven,
And stronger sumetimes, holdiog oul their hands
To poll you from the vile fists up 0 them.”

FIRST EDITION.

London:
Printep sy MCCORQUODALE & CO. LIMITED, Cairomgrow STreer, N.W.
1896,
b






THE

DARJEELING HIMALAYAN RAILWAY CO.,

LIMITED.

- B

Board of Directors, Calcutta, in 1896.
Chairman—THE HoxN. W. B. GLADSTONE.

Directors:

THE Hown. H. H. RISLEY, EsQ., B.A., CLE, LC.S.} Ex-officre
J. G. H. GLASS, Es0.,, M.LCE, CLE. | Gowernment Directors.
C. C. McLEOD, EsqQ.
G. 5. HENDERSON, EsqQ.
H. R. McINNES, Esq.

General Manager and Chief Engineer, Darjeeling,
5. B. CARY, Esq., Assoc, M.LCE,

Caleutta Agents,
Messrs. GILLANDERS, ARBUTHNOT & CO.



CONTENTS.

CHarTER I —Old route viz Carragola. Present route. Ferry transit. Sara
Ghat. Eastern Bengal State Railway. Silliguri. Miniature engine of the
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway. The track. The locomotives and carriages.
Hints for travellers” comfort.

CHArTER 11.—History of this mountain railway. Sir Ashley Eden, K.C.5.1.—
his support. First attempt at “private enterprise.” Lord Lytton's trip
on the line. Opening of line. Capital of the line. The hill cart road.
Advantages of the railway for reaching a health resort, and for trade.

CHAPTER IIl.—Country traversed by the Darjecling Himalayan Railway-
History of British Sikhim. Dr. Hooker’s imprisonment.

CHAPTER IV.—Description of some of the races inhabiting British Sikhim.

CHAPTER V.—Start from Silliguri. Sookna. Rivers. The jungle. The wild
animals of the Terai. Panchkeela. Rapid rise. Sharp curves. First
spiral or loop. Second and third loop. View of Teesta River. Zigzag
or reverse. Teendaria Company’s workshops.

CHAPTER VI.—Leaving Teendaria. Another zigzag. Fourth spiral. Sitorg
Hill. Mahaldiram Ridge. 23rd mile zigzag. Lepcha monuments, fourth
zigzag. Pagla Jhora. 25} mile: *“ The Ghoomtee " Waterfall. Artilleryman's
Point. Kurseong: *“ Eagle’s Craig." View of the Plains.

CHAPTER VIIL.—Kurseong. Old road from Punkabaree. Old road to Senchal.
Church. Dik Bungalow. Schools. Hotel. WViews from the hotel. Tea
Gardens: “Singell,” etc. Rest Barracks. Maharajah of Burdwan's Rest
House. Hope Town. Farming and gardening, etc.




CONTENTS—Continued.

Cuapter VIII.—Kurseong to Darjeeling. Sonada. Hope Town. Jore
Bungalow Bazaar, Ghoom Station, the highest point reached by the
railway. Snow plough in India. Arrival at Darjeeling.

CHAPTER IX.—Town of Darjeeling. The Lieutenant-Governor's residence.
The Eden Sanitarium. The Club. Amusements, Town Hall. Mall
Church. Schools. Hotels and Boarding Houses. People's Park. Botanical
Gardens. Walks, rides, etc. Bhootca Bustee, Bhooteas. Lamas. Prayers.
Curios.

CuarTER X.—Jellapahar Invalid Depét. Roads. Ghoom Rock. Botanical
Garden, Rangarcon. Cinchona plantations.

CHarrEr XIL—The Snows. Sunrise on Senchal. Mount Everest. Site of
old barracks. Water supply of Darjeeling. Observatory Hill,

CHarTER XII.—Manufacture of tea. Cultivation of tea. Discovery in 1826
in Bengal. Number of gardens, and out-turn.

CuaprER XIII—Places for excursions. Nepal Frontier. Tongloo. Phalut,
Junction of Teesta River. Suspension Bridge.

CHAPTER XIV.—Conclusion. Technical part of the railway. Index section.
Speed. No accidents. Difficulties due to rainfall. Loop No 2. Reverse,
18th mile. Curves, 4oth mile,

Erratnm
for 694 rend 50} in page 48.



PREFACE.

S L

_[Ti.rbapedm the following pages may help as a guide to the traveller in
getting comfortably to Darjecling, and in noticing the points of interest on its
Railway.

Muck information and guides can always be obtained at any of the Hotels
in Darjeeling.

For further information, we would refer the enquiver to Murray's Hand-

book on Bengal, also ta Dr. W. W. Hunler's Statistical Account of Bengal,

Vol LX., to which works we are indebted.

DARJEELING,

Fanuary, 18¢0.




