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PREFACE

It ie the gemine of tho Britsh comstliwtion to Tecogaize
talent, and to promots i development in whatever prade of
society it may be fomtd to exist. This position iz folly ex-
emplifitd by the numerons josiances in which fndividoats have
esmerged from obscorily, ron & caresr of the oomost hrilbancy,
and vealized che highest distinctions in repuesdion and glory,
solely by the force of that inherent talent which throbbed within
their braasts, The noble axample thus exhibited by onr con-
stitution exerclees g beneficial infoeree wpon soticty ot large;
amd, like a prodigions foontaie, impels the penerous prinelples
thronghont all the ramifications of oor chequered homaniiy.
In chedience to the principle thns enonciated, the Anthor of
thess poems has been raised from the deepest ohecarity, and
clevited to & sortain pofition from which hip future efforts
may be exerted with greater promise of success. The speer
of the critic most mot blight the humble ospirstions of the
child of natmre: the eagle from ita eyrie selents a victim worthy
of its attack, and the ruthless haad of the spoiler most not Le
Inid mpon the produoctions of one whom unremitting toil and



FPREFACE, ¥

chill pennry have hitherto claimed ps their own. Yet the tros
spirit of poetry hreathos thromghook the poems; and the candid
reader will, by thair pernsal, be rowarded by an introdoction
to the ecencs of natnee, the deecription of which, hy thelr
simplicity aud the sheence of art, will commpnd admiration.

That there are errorg, we do not deny: but if & MGlton and
» Bhakespeare o toke the highest runk amonpet the Poots
of pur eountry, and the intermediate space i oecapied by a
hoat of noble competitors, perbape soma humble npiche in the
tzmple of fame may he accorded even (o Withers, the Post
of Fordham.



MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR.

The Anthor of these Poems, an humbls individoal, born of
poor bot hopest paremts ab the village of Weston Colville,
Combridgeshire, iz entirely self~taught; haviog never raceived
any education beyond the temching of his mother, from wheom
he leamed to tead and write when o child. e left hin homa
gt twelve years of agn, to veside at Fordham, where he was
placad by his futher with & markct-pandeser, from whom be
received no meotal improvoment. His father was a shoemaker
when hig hoy was an infout: Tut from edverse circumstancos
wag olliped to0 pive op his little trade snd home, o s poerson
who fmd besy his spprostice. After a few vesrs, his mothor
had 5 small s of meney begueatlsd to her; and she, being
anxiong to Letter the condition of her son, her only som, ap-
propriatad & share of it towapde ipetructing him in the craft
of shoemaking: but so small was the sum et her dlsposal, that
for one year only could be be plared with his fathers sme-
cemgor; gonsequently hg made ng great prograse in the art of
msking shoes, and hea ploce gained a living chisfly by mending.
The chaina of povery have galled him g0 deeply that he hes
been driven wich his wife and thres children inta the Uniom,
refnsing credit which was offered, a9 his fears overcams his
hopes of boing abla to repay the debt A small picce written
whilst thore will show his pewers of composition under eirenmn-
stances so aofavenrabla for composing or coltivating penins;
yeot ho has maoaged to write the Book of Pocms wow presentad
to the publie, relving oo their kind indulgence, conscious of
many errord, Atill traetiog some merit will be discoversd, to
ocompensats the reader for the perusal
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