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PREFACE,

The greater number of those who peruse the fol-
lowing pages will doubtless suspect the author of no
higher motive than to weave a pleasing tale, which
would serve to while away a few leisure hours for the
reader ; and perhaps success to a quiestionable extent
in that regard i3 the utmost he has attained. Dut he
has hopes that 2t least a few of the more thoughtfully
inclined may here find food for reflection, and may,
in the social and economic coudition of the Hungar-
ian peasantry of the sixteenth century, which he has
altempted to portray, and in the disturbances such
conditions gave rise to, find some points of similarity
to the questions which agitate the public mind in the
English speaking countries of the world, even now.

The political oligarchy with all its attendant cvils
and abuses, is fortunately no longer to be feared in
this enlightened age; though the death throes of the
Boer system in South Africa, scarcely yet ceased, .

edwarn ds that the gulf hetween the centurics of the
-—past and the present is neither so great nor so fixed
as we gencrally helieve. But a Anancial oligarchy
woultd prove jost as hateful as the political. Yea,
ven more so, since pobitical emancipation, with the
=educational, intellectual and religious liberty which

follow in its train, renders man the more sensitive tg
3
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oppression of whatever nature. That there is in the
English speaking world, at this dawning of the twen-
tieth century, danger aloug this line, many will he
found to affirm, and some—not a few=—to declare that
the evil is already established in our midst.

That any such cutbreak of terrorism, amid blood,
fire and fiendish horrors, as distracted Hungary dur-
ing the Peasant uprising, were possible in our highly
civilized communities, most of us would unhesitat-
ingly deny. ¥et must we not upon more mdture re-
tlection admit 1hat on more than ene accasion of re-
cent ate when organized laber, in its attempts to
right real or fancied wrongs, has been brought into
conflict with organized capital, overt actz have been
committed by some firebrands, which have brought
us unpleasantly near to flagrant anarchy: so close in-
clead that we have started back appalled and shudder-
ing at the glimpse afforded us into the leering coun-
tenance of that hideous demon?

The writer, however, uakes no claiin ol having
discoversd any panscea for such an evil: indeed, he
doubts il any—other than as it rests upon a closer
application of {the Gokden Kole by mankind in general,
—can be found. Ile therefore refrains from moraliz-
ing, hut leaves what he has written to the induigence
of his readers.

J. W. F.

T.ondon, Canada,



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER, FAGE

YOI, o it i v s i i Ve g e R e e

I. The Tzigana's Waming. .. .i ouveves sovsavnransens 28

IT. A Terrible FEPErlente . voveevveivnaininiinnsiaiees 43
TIT. A Baffed Gallant.. .. con e o o it oo cmeaiavnnees 5l
IV. Michael's Vain Appeal...e. iveoeoooroinyinneainnn, 63
V. Cardenic’s Fair Defeader-.. .o ooionvenianirninnas, 75
VI An Opportune Arfival ..o vvvveereniianasnanrannanes 82
VIL Chosen o LM oovvn vevrensieeeinsaeiieenaeiine GG
VIIL. Hatching the PIOt.. ..cuvrvn o nnsrminninsasnsnass 100
TX. Warring Comnzeltrd, . cuovaivivs iasrreraniinsininns nz
K. The Momentous Dethsiot. . v vrrrs crirrrivnivniinane. 120
XL An Hervic Fallure. cve v ivainnrsnssnainaces » e T34
XIL A Fortunate Mesting..ooooioieiiiinininiina s 143
X1, Forewarned and Forearmed.........ooviviiain i 150
XIV. Jano's Fatal Ranguel. ...,
KV. The Vayvode's Triumph..
EVI De Goul's Revenge. o.ocvniiiiiniiiiiiiacninni o0 179
XVIL The Porguit.,pcieeeceeconies poremsinsisoinuiinnn e 162
T A T et e s B B R e T 202
XIX. The * Tripartite Code ™. oo iniiiiriniiiniiin 210
Epilogue. - .ooioaiais SR LR B e b 2z

T L1






IZOLDA.

PROLOGUE.
I.

“T.egends of Viseprad? Yes, truly, gracious lady
and nobie sir, they are wany; but none is all so sad
and yet so sweet as this, which I now make known
£ you,

“Far and away to the northward, as you doubt-
less know foll well, the mighty Danube lows not
southward as in this region, but straight eastward.
There, where the grand and lofty pile of Esztergom
raises its great dome, at one time dwelt Nickolas
Gerhard. No simple tiller of the s0il was he, but
one of large estate; though then, as now, the nobles
held all land and Iel it out on terms not lax to those
of meaner birth, who (o live must lahor sore and re-
turn in taxes and other exactions the far larger part
of all they reaped, Buot Nickolas had from the good
prelate of Bsztergom, upon the upper side of the
great water, a goadly tract of many broad acres,
which lay along the river even as far as Viseprid.
This he let again in smaller parcels to the poorer
peasant folk, and made fair profit from their labors,
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