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INTRODUCTION

L ry

THE SONG OF SONGS,

Haing an Exfract from * Tha Synopsis of Holy L
ture 1,” by B, Afhononus the Gireof.

Tais Book was writien by Solomon, anc
composed throughout from beginning to e
mystically, by way of enignalical allegor
for the meaning of its doctrines is not ope
but hid. Nevertheless, if diligently sougl
aftor, it 18 found ; whorefore it becomes thom
who have understanding, to address them
selves to the whole of this book as toa
allegory, lest, through the ignorance of th
unlearned, the things spoken in it fall int
contempt.

! This Treatise i placeld a the dulious Wiriting
of St. Athanssics in the Beoodictine Bdition, b

reckoned by D Iin o4 genvine,
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v INTRODUCTION.

It is called the Bong of Bongs, because it
comes after other songs, but after it no other
15 to be expected; by other, I mean not
book, bat things signified in the book.
What I say is this: All Divine Scripture
prophesies of the descent of the Word to us,
and of His coming in the Flesh. For this
is the will of Gtod ; and in the Prophets, and
in oll Iloly Seripturce this ia primerily set
forth. But to this Divioe theme they add
discourses concerning the nations, Babylon,
Damascus, Moab, and others; and im every
purt of Scripture they rebuke sinners, and
the wicked are urged to repentance, and are
threatoned with the future judpment of fire.
Other Scriptures, indeed, foretell : as Moses,
““A prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up unto you of your hrethren, like unte
me *;” and Issinh, “ Behold, 8 virgin shall
conceive, and shall hring forth » son *;" and
Micab, “And it shall come to pass in the

4 Iyt zviii. 15 ? Lew- vk 14,



INTRODUCTION. v

last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s
house shall be exanlfed to the top of the
mountaina ;" and others prophesied in
divers manners, according to the grace of
the Bpirit. DBut from sll which they spake,
the Lord, Whom they foretold, was expected.
Thus many predicted Him, and until He
came ceased nof to prophesy of Him. And
these all ave songs. But the Song of SBongs
18 not as & prophecy or eign; but Him,
Whom others foretold, it shows, as it were,
to be already come, and to have taken Flesh ;
wherefore, as om the marringe of the Word
and Flesh, the Bong of Songs sings the
Epithalamium. The other Seriptores, in-
deed, speak of the Baviour, and meanwhile
discourse of various things, but this Bock
gings only the marriage of the Word and
Flesh. Wherefore in other Scriptures are
found words of indignation and wrath, and
terrible threata ; but this Book, since it signi-

¢ Micuh v, 1.
AD



vi INTRODUCTION,

fies nothing else but the appearance of the
Word, breathes only sweetness, joy, and
cheerfulness. For when the Bridegroom is
comns, it behoves all to rejoice, and none to
mourn, a8 the Lord eaid. For when He
came He bare our infirmities, and turned our
sorrows into joy. As, thevefore, after the
Dispensation of the Baviour, we expect no
other prophet, eo after the things treated of
in the Song of Bongs, 18 there nothing clse
sirnifying what is later fo be expected. And
the things allegorized in thia Song ure found
epokenn at intervals in the Prophets and
other Beriptures. Agaim, s John poinied
to the Lamb of God, sand the Iaw and the
Prophets are until John, so the things which
-are aignified in the Song of Songs are the
eompletion of all that is contained in all Holy
Beripture.  For what is to be expected after
the Advent of Christ but judgment and re-
tribution ¥ therefore, they who bring in
Prophets after the Lord are deceived and
condemned as heretics. For which cause it
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is “ the Bong of Songe,” in that after it no
other is to be expected. And as under the
Law there was the Holy Place, and after it
the IHoly of Holics, but after the Holy -of
Holiea no other place within; ao after other
songs is the Bong of Bongs, and after the
Fong of Bongs is not to ba cxpected eny
further or later prowmse: for the Word was
once made Flesh, snd finished the work.
And this whole Book is full of Dialogues
between the ancient people and the Word,
and tho whole human race and the Word,
and the Church from among the Gentiles and
Him — and again, between the Word and her,
and the whole human race—then between
the (Gentiles and Jernsalem, and between
Jermsalem and the Word, concerning the
called from among the Gentiles and herself,
Afterwards 1a the preaching by minisfering
angels to those who are called among men.
These, therefors, are the words of the ancient
people entreating Him to come down and be
joined to Flesh: “Let Him kiss me wilk



