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PREFACE.

THE only apology for this little book is the conviction
that shorthand is am art that has not wet reached its full
measure of development; and that, after an experience of
twenty years with the more prominent systems now in vogue,
it was judged better to incorporate the changes suggested into
a new system of which they would be integral parts, than to
try the thankless task of patching them on to the old, The
new wine has a right to a new bottle,

Were [ to claim that “the system taught in these pages”
is absolutely perfect; thatit is, beyond anything hitherto seen,
“the simplest, the quickest, and the best,” I would not be
doing any more than has been dome by my predecessors, of
whom it must be said that they have not proven themselves
patterns of literary modesty. Whether the public will enter-
tain the same convictions as myself concerning the NEw
AMERICAN STENOGRAPHY, and whether the system will come-
unscathed through the fires of rival criticism, remains to be
seen; but unless I believed that in some things it was superior
to anything yet published, and for that reason a little worthier
to become the Shorthand of the Future, this labor would never
have been undertaken.




The letters of the stenographic alphabet are arranged in
pairs, so that any letter resembling another #z soxnd is repre-
sented by a similar sigw. A few of the letters are paired

merely for convenience' sake. 'The little dots before some of

THE ALPHABET.

the characters show where the letters commence.

CONSONANTS.

and P
and K
and 3
aond N
and T
and F
and R
] and Ch
W and Wh
H and Sh
Y and Th
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A long
e short
E long
i short
I long
O long
o short
a short
Qo

U long
u short

[ ]

' o D Q¢ * 2

8 8 7 A

YOWELS,

as in fate

i

fed
feed
fit
fight
foe
for
fat
food
few
far
fiodl
fowl



6 NEW AMERICAN STENOGRAFHY.

FIRST LESSON.

DRILL ON THE ALPHABET.

1. Silent letters are never written. In the preliminary
exercises an asterisk will show what letters must be left out.

For this lesson we will take the first four pairs of letters,
and the circle-vowels, At first, the writing should be done
quite slowly to cultivate accuracy; but as scon as some con-
fidence is felt, the speed should be increased. Ewvery one of
the drills and exercises should be written very many times.
Repetition will gradually engender speed.

B P G K Z 8 M N i & o

l | <~ v ~~n—-=. & 0 0O

B and P are always traced downwards; all the rest, for-
wards, G is always Aard, and is pronounced gey; it never
has the sof¢ sound of G in gem: for this J is used. Make the
circlet for short A as small as possible (a tiny filled-in loop
will do}, and observe carefully the relative sizes of the other
circle-vowels. '

Smallest circle-vowel representing short A.

A P Cap -..r Man —

AnEm ar PaEk L_, Ban i‘

Mab —T Rag L_' Nsh 'f
Pan .

Mag — Gah I
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Bam L Bu::k L_, Nap 1
{an e, Enl%l — Cab T

Medium-sized circle-vowel for short O, and Au. These
sounds are similar enough to warrant their being written with
the same sign.

Paw b ~ Paalm

Fy— l.]-naw
PI.E:I.'I d,__. Calm |« - Awes
-0

-

Blbk J" Ma

Largest circle-vowel for long O.

£
J 9

Poke
]

o
) OPb'U‘cr-

H
RS EN Y

g
bég""’ﬁ‘*‘
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SECOND LESSON.

ALPHABKET DRILL, CONTINUED.

Let us proceed to exercise upon the next four pairs of

consonants, with the same circle vowels.
¥ L n

f/f

T

D/

J Ch
(¢

i

5 &
e O

D and T are traced downwards; the same holds for Vand
F, and for J and Ch. The letters L and R are traced up-

wards.

Bad

Pad J
Dam .J...

Tap

Solo
Sewed
Cral
Dough

Q.,Q‘\&d\) }\\L_Q‘ \[A‘wm

Ban
Rat
Jack

Chat

Daub
Paul

Ball
Dome

Rome

Joe

D\‘P(FD—— QY\"‘\—Q‘ k-‘g\;:s._\,
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THIRD LESSON.
ALPHABET DRILL, CONTINUED.

We now take the remaining consonants, with the same

vowels.
W Wh Bh ¥ Th

H 2

v ON et ™ 5ol
When W and YV are vowels, they are written according to
the vowel-sound that they embody. Thus in the word wew,
ew is written as long U; in the word &y, y represents long

I. In such cases the consonant forms given above are never
used.

Wag e~ Hat kf Mash —€_
Whaclk t Shallow VP Vatihk  ghe
Hag Shad Than = “9=
Hek  \o Sham J:,___ Quack (g
wa ¥ Hot SO wiath A3
Hall \o— Pshaw! ‘O Vacht 3
Hog t~‘?—r‘ Shawl Yawn }'
Waoe 0 Home ‘-0.._ Show O
Woke QW Choke {3, Both ol.
Wore Though Q) Quoth é,



