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UTauTHE, which only doth judge itself, teacheth thet the inquiry of
truth, which iz the love-making or woolng of it=—the knowiedge of
truth, which is the presenice of it—and the belief of truth, which
I the enjoying of li==ds the wovercige good of homen pature"=—
Bacox's Essava.

LONDON :
ELLIOT STOCK, 6z, PATERNOSTER ROW.
1876.

iyl . Fin . "“_:-f"'m



CONTENTS.

T ———

FAGE
PrEPATORY NOTIKE . . . . . . . . . . 1

STHEYM i s i o o @ w8 s e i moawoien 4
MATERIALISM . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
PANTHRISM . . . . . . . . + « . . . 26
THEISM . . . & & & = & = o = &« + 2 = 31
CHRISTIANITY . & . « + « « + o & « =« 37
MIRACLES . . . . . . . . . +« « + . . 30
THE GOSPEL MIRACLES . . . . . . . - - 47
THE GOSPELS . . . . - +« 4+ + & « « . 72
GOSPEL OF ST. MaTTHEwW . . . . . . . . §&F
GOSEEL OF ST. MARE . . . . . . . . . 94
GOSPEL OF ST. LUEE . . ., . . . . . . g8

GOSPEL OF ST. JoHN . . . . . . . . . 1



iv CONTENTS.

PFACGE
CITATIONS FROM THE FATHERS . . . . . . 120
BELIEF OF THE EarLY CHURCH . . . . . 127
THE OLD TESTAMENT . . . . . « . . . 132
Pmmnm_:r OF CHRISTIANITY . . . . . - 144
INSPIRATION . . . . - + .« + o« o . 147
INTERNAL TESTIMOMY. . . . . . . . - . I50

OBJECTIONS—STATED AND ANSWERED . . . 150
Cramus or RIVAL CREEDS . . . . . . . 174
COMCLUSION . + +» + + « + + = = = = = 179



ERRATA.

Page 3, line &, for " preliminary,” redd * pabmary.”

1z,
I3
h,
6,
19,
o

m

"

13, omit commao after * oo
i Jor © there," read U then™
T3, inkert & comma atier “ invest 8."
14, Inserk 8 comema after ' sirmple,
5, Jor % fael” read  conception.”
o for “ dintigct natare,” read © natare diminet.”

30, mote,  for © note," read Y non.”
3g, line oo, affer * and," fmsert < the, ¥

4Ty
5N
B
1

LI

o8,
-3

"

-

3, for < these,” recd ** thers”
5 for® iemtiously," read Souly.~
O fior ¥ oan;" regd Smoat"
& for “read,” read Y peed *
14, for *tone," read “our
&, for * one,” #edd ' our.”
7, for ™ March," rend * Marh ™

7oy last line of note, inaert a comma after “ them."
1o, line 17, insert o comma after ** suliable.”

g,
30
140,
L1,
4
48
70
74
75
175
178

W

"
s

% for * cellocotion,"” read “collocakion,”
Iy, for " myyntesies,” fedd * mysterions.”
3, for " interpel,” rend " inberprec”

5, for * gratiltoss." read ¥ lortsitoos.”
t‘;ﬁ*"]ﬂ‘,‘“m“hﬂ&”

14 insert a comma after “ lork™

£5 for * confessed by, read * confessedly,”
S.Jhl' "even,” red © ever”

7, for “ise," rrad Yire”

8, for * posere.” read * ponere.'’

1o, for " Noessi™ read * Nam."






IN QUEST OF A CREED

e —

PrEFaTORY NOTICE

"I HE writer of the following pages was brought

up within the circle of fairly strict Evan-
gelical orthodoxy. - During his early years he had
no thought of pastures beyond the pale of ordinary
Protestant doctrine ; the still waters flowing, to his
apprehension, from the Christian Bible, quenched
such spiritual thirst as he was conscious of. His
teachers were not, so far as he is aware, exercised
by doubts: his exemplars of the religious life were
all of the good old orthodox order. For him, as for
the Caliph of old, the one book of his veneration
contained all necessary truth ; although, unlike that
worthy, whose burning zeal, if he be not belied,
wrought such irreparable mischief to the world,
he had at no time of his life a desire to destroy, as
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useless or even noxious rubbish, all other literary
treasures.®* But years and study brought before
his mind questions which, perhaps, in all ages
have engaged and perplexed, certainly at the pre-
sent day are engaging and perplexing, the minds
as of ordinary persons so of men of the highest
culture and of the rarest intellectual gifts. Into
the vortex of conflicting currents of thought he
has plunged, and emerging thence with a certain
stock of definite convictions clinging to him, has
had the opportunity, he fancies, of making himsclf
acquainted with some at least of the weak points,
some also of the points of vantage, as to esta-
blishing belief, presented in turn {o the inquinng
mind by various systems of opinion, The present
purpose of the writer is to place on record the
result of certain of his investigations, and to ex-
hibit to others the effect on his own mind of the
survey of several leading lines of thought con-
nected with fundamental religious questions.

At the outset may he be permitted to observe
that he has never been able to feel sympathy with
any writers {let their tenets be what they may)

* The cormectness of the popular tale about Omar is
questioned by Gibbon.—Decl. and Fali, chap. li.



