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127 MEMOIR.

FEW men have written fo much, enjoyed greater
popularity in their time, ind yet been more
undefervedly neglected by contemporary and fucceed-

ing writers, as the pious-minded author of * Emblems,
Dwme and Moral.” With the exception of a few
biographical data, embalmed by his affectionate and
& ferowrhiil widow™ Urfula, and which fhe prefixed to
one of his pofthumous works,* little additional informa-
tion refpetting him has reached us.

Hiz numerous publications— confifting principally of
poetical paraphrafes of the Scriprures—enable us
form a juft eftimare of his religious charafter and
tenets ; but otherwife they afford us no infight what-
CVeEr, l:!thB:I' into his own perfonal hiftory, or that of
the ftirring period in which it was his lot to be caft,

He appears to have taken no decided part in that
great political ftruggle, which divided this kingdom in
the feventeenth century, and which completed hisown
ruin, as well as that of his fovereign, until a few
months only preceding his death., His naturally
ftudious and peaceful temper of mind was ill calculated

® & A Short Relation of the Life and Death of Mr. Francis
Quarles, by Urlula Quarles, his forrowful Widow,” prefixed to
his * Solomon's Recantation,™ entitled, "Er:l:lcﬁal’tes Para-
phrafed.™ 4to. Lond, 1645,
A2




v MEMOIR.

to {ympathize, much les to cope, with the daring and
fanatical fpirits of his age. His loyalty, however, in
the end, proved ftronger than all the temptations of
domeftic fecurity and wealth.

It was not until the arms of the rebellious Parlia-
ment had fignally triumphed, firft in the North, and
fubfequently in the Weit of England, and the caule of
the unfortunate Charles had become, in confequence,
almoft utterly hopelefs, that our poet abandoned his
peaccful feclufion, and declzred for the tortering
monarchy. But if he perceived the impending
danger at all, he {faw it too late. His loyal declaration
and cfforts were alike unavailing; and althou
about the laft individual of note who threw his
talents into the fcale of the king, he was among the
firft of thofe whofe fortuncs were completely inun-
dated by the revolutionary tide.

His adhefion to Charles; and the humble fervices
which he rendered with his pen to the caufe of that ill-
fated monarch, not only brought down upon himfelf
the extremcft hatred and ven ¢ of the dominant
power, but likewife coft him all that popularity which
he had long previoufly enjoyed a$ an author. At the
fame time that his property was confifcated, his name
was profcribed by the Parliament, and almoft imme-
diately afterwards he ceafed to be, as Phillips exprefles
it, * the darling of our plebeian judgments,”

To this circumitance in particular (namely, his pro-
fcription by the viétorious ﬂgart}r, in confequence of a
publication to which we fhall prefently refer) may be
* attributed the ungenerous contempt with which he was
treated by his literary contemporaries. Moft probably
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they feared piving umbrage to their new republican
mafters by honouring his memeory or noticing his works ;
both, therefore, were abandoned to a precarious exift-
ence—aor, rather, undeferved fate,

Upon the reftoration of the monarchy in England,
it might have been expefted that the memory, at leaft,
of fo notable and zealous a royalit as Quarles, would
not only be refcued from unmented oblivion, but,
also, be reverenced by the party with whom bhe
had afted. The unferupulous eration, however,
that immediately fucceeded the Commonwealth,
being naturally unable to {ympathize with one, whofe
whole life writings conftituted a ftanding rebuke
to their praétical infidelity, unhefitaringly traniferred
his name to the black catalogue of their common ene-
mics, from whom he had already fuffered much more
than themfelves. ‘Thus, by a fingular mutation of
fortune, he, who before the Revolution had been held
¢ in wonderful veneration among the vulgar,” came to
be confidered after it, as * an old Puritanical poet.”

The exaft date of Francis (Quarles” birth is
unknown ; but, according to the parith regifter of
Romford, in Effex, which contains feveral entries
relating to his family, he was baptized on the Bth day
of May, 1592, His widow, Urfula, informs us that her
hufband “ was defcended from an ancient family, and
yet (which is rare in thefe laft dmes) he was an orna-
ment to his anceftors.” ‘The poet, too, in his quaint
Memariali, compofed upon the death of Sir Fobert
Quarles, in 1642, avails himfelf of the opportunity of
expatiating as well upon the antiquity of his family as
upon the virtues of his kinfman,
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His father was James Quarles, of Stewards {where
the future poet was born), a gentleman who was
poflefled of confiderable Janded eftates in the county
of Eflex, and difcharged for fome time the combined
offices of Clerk of the Green Cloth and Purveyor of
the Navy to the laft fovereign of the Tudor dynafty.
His liberal fortune and clofe connexion with the
government of Queen Elizabeth muft have made him
a perfon of no mean note in his time, The poet’s
widow, indced, intimates that her hufband (had he
been fo inclined) might have obtained, and doubtlefs
through his father's influence, confiderable preferment
at court, but his taftes carried him in an oppofite
direGion.

We are told that the young Quarles’ education was
fuitable to his birth, and that he gave early promife of
diﬂinﬂi.{hi:ng himfelf in the various branches of polite
knowledge cultivated in his age,

From “a fchool in the country,” where it was
frankly admitted  he furpaflfed his equals™ {i.e
competitors ), he was tranfferred in due time to Chnft’s
College, Cambnd It is not known, however,
how g he continued with his dime Adater, nor
what literary honours (if any) the conferred upon him.
In reference to his academical courfe, his widow
merely obferves: ¢ How he profited there (Cam-
bridge) I am not able to judge ; but am fully aflured,
by men of much learning and judgment, thar his
works in very many places do fufhciently teftify more
than ordinary fruits of his univerfity ftudies.”

It was during his refidence at Cambridge that he
firft became acquainted (and the acquaintance foon
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ripened into a friendfhip, which was only determined
by his death} with Phineas Fletcher, the author of
that fingular poem, “The Purple Ifland.” To this
carly friendihip wich the g:m:lcal anatomift, may poffibly
be attributed much of the eccentricity of thought and
exprefion which characterizes the majority of his
works. It is worthy of record, alfo—and the fimple
faft beipeaks the dgenuine amiability of his nature
better than the moft laboured panegyric—that all his
earlieft-formed attachments proved as durable as they
were found.

Upon the completion of his coll career, he
removed to London, and entered himfelf of Lincoln’s
Inn, having determined to profecute the ftudy of the
law, “ not {o much out of defire to benefit himfelf
thereby as his friends and neighbours (thowing therein
his continued inclination to peace), by compofing
fuits and differences amongft them.” His widow
ftates that he profecuted his legal fludies * for fome
years ;" but no record exifts of his profeffional fuc-
cefs, unlefs his appointment to the office of Chrono-
1 to the City of London may be taken as an
indication of it, The duties of this office were pro-
bably fimilar to thofe which are now pﬂformedpby
the City Remembrancer; the pofition, therefore, was
both honourable and lucrative, That he gave the
fullet satiffaction to the Corporation employing him,
may be inferred from the fact that his enemies, power-
ful and unferupulous as they were, failed to leflen their
refpect for him ; and he continued, in confequence, to
:::'1 E:hat piece of preferment up to the I;ﬂl: hour of

ife,
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Previoufly to his connexion with the City of Lon-
don, he had been preferred to the office of cup-
bearer to the unfortunate Elefrefs Palatine, Queen
of Bohemia (Elizabeth, daughter of King James the
Firft of England). From this it has been inferred by
many that his deflination, like that of his father, was
originally to public life. His widow, however, as we
have before partially intimated, ftates that, ““after he
came to maturity, he was not defirous to put himfelf
into the world, otherwife he might have had greater
preferments than he had ;* and, the continues, * he
was neither {o unfit for court preferment, nor fo il
behaved there, bur that he might have raifed his for-
tune thereby, if he had had any inclination that way.
But his mind was chiefly fet upon his devetion and

It was the laft-mentioned pleafing features of his
charaéter that attradted the attention, and fecured for
him the diftinpuifhed patronage and friendthip, of the
learned Ufther, Archbithop of Armagh, who invited
him over to Ircland, and kept him immediately about
his perfon in the capacity of his private fecretary, It
is not known when he was firft induced to vilit that
unguiet country: he was forced, however, to haften from
it upon the breaking out of the terrible rebellion there in
the year 1641, He was fortunate in being one of the
very few Englith who efcaped on that occafion the
general maffacre perpetrated by the Romanifts,

In attempting to avoid, however, the troubles and
dangers in Ireland, he was deftined to experience much
greater in his own country. As before obferved, he
appears to have taken no overt part in the conteft




