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PREFACE

«PLAYING INDIAN" is perhaps the modern child’s closest
point of contact with primitive life. The warpath, the hunt,
the chasc, revive the aboriginal instingts; but the patient steps
by which men have climbed from savagery to civilization,
through the cxercise of invention and industry, are oftcn
overlooked.

A vivid pieture of primitive man shows him a creature with
*no hair on his body to keep him warm, his jaws the feeblest
in the world, Iis arm not equal to that of the gorilla. Iie
conld not fly like the eagle nor see into the night like the owl.
Evon the harc was fleeter than he. He had no clothing, no
shelter, no tools, no industriea or experisnces, no socicty or
language or arts of pleasurea.

“The one endowment with promise or potency of all future
achievements was the creative spark called invention. The
superabundant brain held in trust the possibilities of the
future.™1

It is the aim of these stories to stimulate mn interest in
culture-history, and from a knowledge of past conditions to
build up an idea, of the meaning of the arts of life in our
own time,

i 1 From “ Origine of Invention," Mason.

ki






ACKENOWLEDGMENTS

To Dr. Otis Tufton Mason, Acting Curator of the Depart-
ment of Anthropology, United States National Museum, grate-
ful and cordial acknowledgment is made by both author and
publishers for his interest, inspiration, and many eounrtesies in
addition to the reading of the proofs of the book.

The suthor is alse under especial obligation to Dr. Walter
Hough, Assistant Curator, Department of Ethnology, National
Museum, to Mr. J. R. Swanton of the Bureau of Ethnology,
Washington, D.C., to Dr. ¥Franz Boas, Dr. Clark Wissler, and
Dr. H. C. Bumpus of the Museum of Natural History, New
York City, for helps and suggestions in regard to illustrations;
and to both the National Museum and the Museum of Natural
History for permission to sketch and photograpl models.

To Miss Ella Given, Principal of the Chevy Chase School,
Washington, D.C., sincere acknowledgment is made for her |
constant helpfulness and for her courtesy in testing the stories
in her school.

The supplementary stories and poems are used by permission
of, and special arrangement with, Megsrs. Houghton, Mifilin
and Company, 8. E. Cassino, and Little, Brown and Company.



Elizabeth T. Brotm

ETORIES OF wOODE AND PIELDE A Namre Rook
fior eight and ndoe-year-olds.

STORIES OF CHILDHOOD AND WATURE, Tesimued
o foliow Stores of Woods and Fieldp,

tive like, rellimg, v & simple way, man’s progress from

sivwhgery Lo civilizstion.

GCLOBE SCHOOL BOOYE COMPANY
New Yorx awn CEICAGO




CONTENTS

[Titles of poems are printed in Jrolice.]

The Story of the Food Qusast . . EV.EB . y ;T .“E
Many Bnffaloes . . .. . GrLapys O=p . | 14
Homea of Many Lands . . . EYV.RE . . . . . 22
Queer Clothes for Queer Wearers . E. V. B, . . . . . 925
The Palm Tree . : . . WmrTiER . i g . . 35
Work-basketa and Tool-cheals . EV. B . 5 i i . AT
Pubal Cain .-, X . . Coanres Macray . i . 40
The Story of Tonsportation . . E.V.B . . , . . 43
Atlus the Hnrden Tlearer - . ABAFTED ; .. 48
The Broomstick Train . . . Hoimes . y % . . 6l
The Stary of Lighting and Heating E. V. B. . . . . . &
The Evolugion of Light . . . Bewwevee . . . . . 08
Abrabam and the Suu-worshipers . Aparresn . . . . . B4
Flying Fireworks .. . 5 . ALick Mav % s 5 . b8
The Nl Clock on the Stairs . . LomereLLow . . . . T
Talli.u_.g the Time . o . . E.V.B . - 7
In Time's Swing . . . o Lvey Lagcom . . . . 8T
How to talk ot a Distanee . . EVY.B . X . i . B
Story-tellers and Story-books. . E. V. I HI R
The Deme School. Part1 . . Mary WeLes Ssurn i ]
The Dame School. Part 1T . Many WELLE SmiTI . B [1]
Pigture Writing . « - LosgrelLow . . . . 108
How Little Great-grandmother Wrote

Letters . , 2 ; . Awmiz 1. DoxyELL . : . 110

7



8 CONTENTS

Letters Old and New .

The Mail Carrier of Sunset Trail
Early Lessons in Counting

Two Times Two ., '
Grandfaiher Hookes's Nail-rod
Firat Lessona in Money Making
The Pine-tree Shillings .
Music of Many Centuries
Marcking Suny

Pan and his Pipes

A Musical Tnatrument

The Indian Orpheus ;
Foreign Children . . .

FAG R
EV.B . . i i . 17
SELECTED . : . z . 121
E V.B. . . . . i
WitLian W. WntTeLock . 130
Maprna 1L PiLpstosy . . 131
Nevew Cooranoe . . . 136
Hawtnorxe i i ;i . 141
E. Y. B . - 3 ‘ . 148
Brevenbox. . Y . 1581
AparTEDp FROM Durrincn . 152

Evrzanern Barfert Brownisg 153
CitarLes (. LELAND {Aparren) 155
STEVENSON . g i : . 150




