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THE CRISIS.

Tae Constitntion of the United States of Ameriea is an
interesting document in many respeets, and affords ample
maiter for gpeculalion to refleeiing men who love to oeenpy
themselves with Polities, Buot now, when the use of its
name is it the mouth of evéry man that speaks, snd in the
pen of every man that writes,—when it s applicd indiffer-
ently, and made to serve contradictory purposes—to protect
and jnetify both pariies in the unhappy quarrel which dis-
tracts the conntry, und shakes her government from its very
foundations,—one is tempted to re-read that Instrument, and
give niterance to one’s own thonghts wpon it,—even one
who does not wish to meddle in Polities. Nor is there any
wonder if he yields to the temptation ; as nene there is, if,
living in the midst of o plague, a men eatehes the conta-
glon, ur, ruther, the contagion eatches him,

Ounly bie labors in vain. Being no politician himself,—
having no personal scquaintanee, nothing at all to do in the
politieal world,—what ¢hance hns he of heing attended tot
If he spoaks, his voice is drowned in the general ery—% The
Constitution P—a cry that {ills the air, and sounds like to
many waters, If he writes, there is no leisure to look at
his writing, were it even good, and to the purpose; which
I cannot say mine is. PBut people have got no time for
reading, except jomrnals and movels: they leave unread
papers digested by their own penmen, or even those of the
adverse party; though duty and seli-interest would urge
them to it
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Two years ago all the Southern States, Sonth Carolina
excepted, were still represented in Congress at Washington,
and in a state of anxiety and suspense, waiting, before re-
solviry themselves what to do in that memorable juneture,
thal the incoming administration should plainly declare
what course she intended to purswe in regard to the old,
sll-absorbing controversy, whose eritical moment was now
come ; and when by that deelaration, which was solemnly
made and repeated, they eould no longer doubt what the
North’s intentions wore, and that she was dstermined to
earry them by all means into execution, the Louisiana rep-
resentatives, in u joint letter addressed to their constituents
on January 14, 1861, said: © The time for argument is
passed ; that for uction has arrived ;V"—which sentence, L re-
gret to suy, has been ever since acted upon by both parties
with wnexampled energy and animesity, to the desolation
of this conntry, and the ntter ruin of the largest, most un-
offending pertion of its inhabitanta.

Iz December, 1850, Mr. Telper published a book en-
titled The Impending Crisis;” as if he knew what shonld
goon came to pass! Perhaps he knew it not; or the event
maybe has something more in it, or something less, than
he anticipated. Bat, far from giving him the eredit of a
prophet, I regard those his words, not as a predietion of
what now oteurs, but a5 a prepuration to it,—a means, a
help to bring it about.

Prophet T would rather eall somebody clse, and espe-
cially Mr. Buchanan, who, twenty-seven years ago, said in
the Senate, “that the Union would be dissolved at the mo-
ment an effort would-be serivusly made by the Fres States
in Congress to pass swch laws,"--namely, interfering with
Slavery. It is true, that when gome of the slaveholding
States had sctually dissolved the Union on that account, be
denied them the right to secede, which might seem a con-
tradiction; but perhaps, in 1836, he meant that, even in
that case, the Union would have been dissolved without
just eanse; or, in 1861, that those States have not waited
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till the passing of euch laws as he confemplated. He spoke,
however, only of en ¢fort to pass them.

I write now “The Crizis.” By and by—and T hope
soon—seomebody clse will write © The Past Crisis ;" and
thus T connect the prosent with the past and the future.

By the beginning of the last century, wnder the reign
of Qneen Anne, when the stroggle between Whig and Tory
was most flercely raging in England, Richard Steele, esquive,
wrote o pamphlet styled also “The Orisiz ;™ and Dr. Bwiit
wrote another to make fun of it. I apprebend nothing of
this. AsIam not Stecl, but only Tron, go it Is not a Bwilt
that might answer me, but anly a Blow.

To secede from the Union, the slavebolding Bfates in-
voked the Constitution. To prevent them from seceding,
or compel thoin fo re-enter the Union, the Free States in-
voke the Constitution.

Iz it possible this Instrnment containg the Fes and the
No for the same thing ? and such a thing! I it docs, T bes-
itate not to affirm, the Constitution of the United Statcs of
Amerien iz godd for nothing but mischief, and that wonld
meke it bad enough.  If it does not—and surcly it does not
—then the fanlt or mistake must be found in its interpreters
on the one or the other side. Now, which of the two ia
wrong? 1t i3 not possible they should be both right; al-
thongh they might be both wrong.  In many a contest, and
capecially in war, the two partics do fight unjustly, though
not from the same causes. In the present instance, how-
ever, the wrong may indeed be common to both sides in
regard to some vontingencies, or incidental branches of the
controversy ; hut with regard to its substance and the main
thing, T believe one of them to be right—the other wrong,
of course.

Let us state the terms of the case as they were in March,
1861, when several of the Scuthern States had already se-
ceded ; when the contending parties not yet had come to
Llows, but stood face to face with drawn swords in their
Lands, waiting only for the fatal sign to thrust them into
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each other’s hody. The fatal sign we feared, has been
given indeed, and mot once only, but numerouns, almost
numberless times, and never 1o vain. For the present pur-
pose, however, we mmsat forget, if possible, all that has hap-
pened since that time, and think, not of the consequences,
sad thongh they are, but of the principle whence they pro-
ceeded. We must begin with the beginning, if we wish to
institute a reasonable inguiry into the matter, and judge of
it with the conviction that our judgment rests apon solid
gronnd.

The North wants to abelich Slavery; the South wants
to kesp it, Yet thiz is not the immediate canse of the
present guarrel.

Ty words and facts, accompanied with circumstanees of
the most aggravating charaeter, the North hes for a Tong
time constantly irritated the South to the very last extremi-
ty, and finally has bronght her to that point which is past
cndurance. If the expression were proper, one might say
she hus driven her to madness,  DBut in ber eareer aguinst
the Sonth she scemed to paose, und cven move some steps
backwards.

Confining her opposition within gome bonndg, she pro-
fessed not to ok the abelition of Blavery any longer, but
only to prevent its exdension.  She allowed it to remain as
it wag, where it was, in the old Btatcs, but contended it
must go no farther: namely, it most not be introduced in
the ferritories belonging to the Confederntion whick are as
yet uninhubited, but whese several portions might, and
probalily would, have scitlors, be formed into distinet eom-
munities, and in time bo duly admitted as States inio the
Union. To these States in embryo, or expectation, she does
now restrict her exclusion of Slavery, and says she hag the
right to excluds it thence by the Constitution.

Trua it is the Emancipation lately proclaimed by the
Prezsident, although it is eonditional and under cortain limi-
tations, might give one reason to suspect that, by moving
gome steps backwards, the North meant only fo get a start
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to gpring ahead on a sudden, and reach at a greater distance
forwards. Bat, first, that measnre ia perhaps disapproved
by the bulk of the Republican party hersell; in which case
it would not represent her intentions; for it may have been
forced, go to gpesk, upon the President by some few in that
party, who are far from having the econenrrence of the rest,

I may even suppose he has issned that proelamation in
order to content those few, and thus get rid of their impor-
tunities; well knowing, however, in his own good ecnge,
that it would have no effect, us is falrly presnmed it will
have none. Things of that sort ure cccasionally done by
governments. Though announced with the greatest solem-
nity, and having all appesrance of earnest, they are from
the beginning intended to remain a dead lelter neverthe-
less.

Neither is it impossible that measure has been sugoested,
as it wore, by despair. Seecing that, after cightocn months’
hard fighting, with such an immense losa of life and money,
affairs presented no beiter—perhaps a worse—aspect than
they did hefors, the President may have proclaimed that
conditional cmancipation as an cxtreme remody, hoping by
this means the Southern States might possibly come fo
some terms.

I presume mot to inguire into the merit, legality, or
poliey of such a measure, This emancipation, however,
may be looked upon a8 a sort of couliscation, althoogh the
valne of the confiseated property should not, as in ordinary
caged, go into the government’s coffers; which iz owing to
ita destination as well ag to the quality of the pmpcrtp’
affeeted.  ITad this been of o ¢commeon kind, the President
gaw the confiscation wounld have been proclaimed to no
purpose. The Southern States would have given our gov-
ernment the same snswer which Proxenes, one of the gen-
erals in the army of the ten thousand Grecks, gave to Tha-
Iynus, when, after the hattle of Cunaxe, in which Cyrus the
Younger was elain, he brought them from King Artaxerxes
the order to deliver up their arms: “ Come and take them.”
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Ag the affected property, however, is of an extracrdinary
kind,—omne that has understanding, and will, and legs, and
therefore is able to run away by iteelf, if it ehooses, or even
turn againet its owner,—the President may have imagined
that the people of the Sounthern Statea, rather than run the
riek of guch a loss, or worse, would prefer to desist from
fichting. But perhapa there is no risk to run, as that prop-
erty may have better reasons guictly to remain where it is,
than sttempt to avail itself of the great privilege tendered
by the proclumation.

Bat laying theze and other cum.sldemtmna, or conjectures
agide, it appesrs that this emancipation,—it being of so
recent a date, and a consequence of the war {for, otherwise,
it ghould have heen proclaimed soon after tho secession had
talen pluce),—eannot change the position which Lhe Hepuh-
lican party occupied two years ago towards the South,
And whether we regard her intentions, as expressed by
other her representatives, or by Mz, Lincoln himsclf, overy
good rule oblipes us to believe what they said in the be-
ginning of 1861, and not what they may have sald at tha
end of 1862, or sny time afterwarde.

Thie emancipation measure ia apparently one of tha
effects of the war; the war is said to have been the eflect
of secession; and gecession has certainly been the effect of
gomething clee. This something must needs be found in
the position held by the North towards the South at the
time when the secession took place. And as that is the
rcal eguse which has produced all those effects, so it is that
we must try to seertain, without regarding mthcr the con-
sequences of the war or the war itself.

During these twenty months lust past, many ami great
battles ha.vc indeed been ‘fought, with varipus success on
either side; although, whichever party wins upon the field,
the eountry is equally the loser,—she mowrns her dead.
And this fighting, besides the long train of its other evils,
has also furnished new gecasions, or pretexts, for reciprocal
attempts and injuries caleulated to make tha .already wide



