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PREFACE.

Kxowmvg the interest taken by the average ama-
teur actor or actress in all kind of shows, and things
appertaining to the stage, I have put together o
number of incidents relating to my own experience,
both as an amateur and professional, covering a
space of some ten years, in which I had some queer
sdventures and plenty of up-hill work.

With a fellow-feeling for all amateurs and actors
in their struggles and triumphs, T lounch this little
volume on the broad ocean of litersture, hoping that
those for whom it was written, — people who are
interested in theatrical topics, — will give it a kindly
weleome,  Should this be done, it will be applause

enough for
Yours, truly,

TIHE AUTHOR,
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CHAPTER L

CHILDHOWID AND YOUTIL. — I DEVELODP AN EARLY LIKING FOR
TIIE BTAGE.

EING the son of my parents, I am by hirth and
B family right » Shakespoke, —a name not un-
familiar to the world in general.

Qur ancestral name being so near that of the im-
mortal bard of Aven, determined my father upon
paming me after him, and I was in due time chris- -
tened William, which eventually shortened to Billy.

Whether my patronymie had anything to do with
my early developed fondnese for the stage I cannot
gay, but certain it was, that as a youngster I excelled
n "spouting,” and that in both Sunday and day,
school where I attended, whenever there were any
exhibitions, I was always selected to give a recita-
tion.



10 ADVENTUEES OF BILLY SHAKESPOKR,

Before I was twelve years old I had all the stock
speeches of the speakers and reading-books at my
tongne’s end, and still was not satisfied, but longed
to sirat my brief hour upon the stage.

About this time, in company with a number of
boys, — friends living in our neighborhood, —1 started
u theatre in the garret of my father’s house. An ad-
mission to the performanees of onr talented compuny
cost the beholders two cents, —an enormons sum in
Our cyes.

We played pieces containing male charszcters only,
and the scenery and costumecs were the joint produe-
tion of the company. Our receipts were equally
divided, and were soon swallowed by candy, ice-
cream, amd marbles.

Our theatre had only been running a month when
my parents left Boston, and moved to & town in Ver-
mont, aud, being obliged to go with them, our theat-
rical company burst up.

After getting scttled in my new home, with some
of the most wide-awake boys of the High School I
attended, 1 formed a Debating Sotiety, and we hired a
small room in which to meet, in a building occupied
by the bank.

The Debating Society flourished for one winter, and



CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH. 11

we adjourned over in summer, and the second winter
rem-ga;.uizad as a dramatic club, procuring the ser-
vices of several young ladies, whom we admitted as
members.

I was elected stage-manager of the club, and we
took up a drama and a farce in rehearsal.

I followed in the illustrious footsteps of all stage-
managers of dramatic clubs from fime immemaorial,
and appropriated all the best parts, without regard
to my ahbility for playing them.

Our first public performance was given in a hall in
Masonic Duilding, and was u success in every partic-
alar. The bhill consisted of * Box and Cox™ and the
* Momentous Question.”

I personated Box in the farce, and Robert Shelly
in the drama, and brought dewn the house, as tho
critics say, in both characters.

It being the first performance of the kind in the
town, we had & crowd present, and, to usc the words
of the reporter for the town paper, ¥ The number of
the audience was only limited by the capacity of the
hall.” Financially, also, our show was a success, as
we cleared twenty-five dollars ebove expenses.

This unlocked-for result was very gratitfying to all
the club, and at the next regular meeting we voted



