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M o W

PREFACE.

URING the past half century the Corporation of the ity
of Lomdon has published o series of volumes L‘:m:piim-]
froem its own archives, which extend bLuck for more than

six hundred years. These volumes deal with the City's history,
its cetemonials, and its ancient historical buildings; among
these may  be meaticoed for oue present purpose, Riley's
*Memaorials of London Life,” * The Ceremonial Book," *London's
Roll of Fame,” Welch’s * Guildball Library and its Work,
Price’s * Historical Account of the Guildhall.” Dr. Sharpe's
*London and the Kingdom,” and the " Caleodar of Letter Hooks
of the City of Londen.”  The earlier portion of the present hook
has been almost entively compiled from the abovenamed works.
The formal description of the Guildhail has been taken, for the
mast part, fram Price’s S Accounl,” and  (he historieal facts
desriibed] in the shorr summary of the Ci's history from D
Sharpe’s volumes ;| enrire pusszges ave been faken from haoth,
aml e compiler desives 1o omake all dne ackoowledgment of
the great assistance these books have becn to o i the
producton of this velume,

Althougl this work is chiefly ntended as o Guide o the
Guildhall, @ s thought chay the visitor would consider it incom-
plete, were not some informalion afforded respecting the more
impartant events that have takea Hace within itz walls, as well
as that of the certmenics and poblic fuactions, that are 1o be
witnessed there in these davs. A sunmary of s historic past
has been therefore added, togetber with a short history of the
Mayoralty, the Shrievalty, and the Courts of Aldermen and
Common Council,

It 15 also thought that a short scoount of the work now
being carried on by the Court of Commaon Couneil in the govern-
ment of the “one square mile ® will be o inierest, not only
to the citizens, but, also to the stranger who comes within the
City's boundaries,
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“43 pray von, et us satisfe ot cues
Tlith the memarials ahd the things of fame
That 2o cenown thig it

TWELFTIH Wicerz, Act dil s Seone 1.

The Historic Past.

THE student of the history of the City of Loodon, and of its
Mayvors, Aldermen, Shesills, Common Council and Chiizens,
will be easily ahle to conjore up visions of some of the many

stirning Wational and Civie evenis, thal have 1aken place within

the histeric walls of Guildhall, and that history, when known,
may well cause a thrill of pride to swell in the breast of the most
ordinary matier-of-fzcr cidzen of the present day.

Truly and eloquently Jid the late Sir Walter BDesant
(London’s modern historian), i & pulilic address, deseribe the
City {with us cenire a! Guildhall) as “the protectress of
freedom.”  He suld: “7This principle—the necessity of freedom
—ras handed down Teom Tather o son: it became the religion
of the citizens; they proclaimed it and foupght for 1t they
won it, and lost it; they recovers] pare of &, and lost it again.
At last they won it alrogether, and, in winning it, they gained
a greal deal more than they had contemplated or hoped for,
They won for their descendants, they won for every town where
the Fnglish tongue iz spoken, the righis of free men in free
citivs, the rights of the individual, the rights of property.”  And
shall it not alss be said that L spinl of freemen which animated
ot illustriows predecessors still animates many of the citizens
of the present day?

Well has Mr. Loftie written in his book oo London
(“Historie Towns ™ series) that Tt would be interesiing to go
over all the recorded instances in which the City of London
interfered directly in the affairs of the Kingdon, such a survey
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would be a History of Eopland as seen from the windows of
the Guildhall ™ and Mr, Price o his historical account of the
Guildhall writes, * The true history of the Guildhall s o be
based on the numerons traditions and interesting associations by
which it is connected with the most important Corporation in
the wodd.  The stivring episodes, religions, political and social,
with which this Hall has been associated for many centuries,
clothe it with a far deeper interest than could any mere technical
desenpiion of s walls, its masonry, the painted glass and
sculpture, with which b o= adorned.

Let us then, tn imagination, take our stand in the old
Guildhall, and allow our thooghts 1o revert to the time of the
Conquest. We see the citizens sivong enough to mwake terms
with the Normnan invader, and recedve at bas hands a confirmation
of their old Charter, bw which their Tibertiez and power of scli-
govErnment  arc gﬂ.ﬁr.l..ﬂl:tf:ﬁ. in the condest between Siephen
and the Empress Matilda (1135-1153) we see the eitizens hold-
int_:_. as b werre, the alance. Richard, Croenr-de-Taoa, is assisted
by the City, and we can picture his marfial fipure striding at
tinies l]‘|1'|'|.|:|t_5h the Hall, The cihizens, in 1213, &I Jcndiug
their help to the Darons in wresting from the reluctant John
the great Charler of logland's liherties, awd i retarn, (he
grateful Barons make provision for the preservatoon of the
hberties of The Cite. Fie-Walter, the teader of 1he Barons, and
the Mayor of the City are both amung those specially appoinied
to see the terms of the Charter sricdy caerled out,

We cannot Jinger over the almost continuous fight buiween
the cideens and the Mantagenet kings in delence of the City™s
libertics and charters, but the citizens are loyal, fur on receiving
the news in a letter froan Queen Tzabel {1312) announcing the
bivth of Fdwarnd, afterwards the 'Chird, ar Windsor, they held
high festival for a wesk, and on tae last day of rejoicing “The
Mayor, richly costumed, anid the Aldermen, srrayed in like
suits of robes, with the Drapers, Mercers, and Vintners, in
costumes, code on harseback 1o Westminster, there made offering,
and then retaroed to the Uuilq“u:l]l, which was EKEE]]EHEl}' weell
tapestried and dressed out.  There they dined ; anid after dinner
went in carols, throughout the City, all the rest of the day
and great part of the night” This ‘ Edward of Windsor’ on



THE HISTORIC PAST. 3

succeeding to the throne, is pepular, and chiefly by the City's
assistance i men and money is enabled to prosecore his wars
in France; gaining the memorable victories of Crecy and
Poretiers.  Just hefore Crecy the citizens are in a state of alanm
at the prospect of an immediate aliack by the French, and
protect the Guildhall by " Guns wrought of lateen moumed on
teleres, and charged with powder and pelles of lead,”  On the
King's return, the Mayor (the Mazter of the Vintoers' Company,
Henry Picard), entertaing him al a Hrnnd I_I'ﬂ]'l_ql.‘ll'_‘,[r tozether with
the Kings of I'rance, Scotland, Denmark and Cyprus (1363).
The citizens’ influence is |',‘.|'|'||:ﬂ].r isstrumental  in {_1|_‘.pr_|.~§.ing
Frlwards grandson, the wealk and uncercain Richard ¢ the articles
aceusing him of misgovernment are drawn up and publicly reard
in Guildhall (x390). We hear the Mayor saving, “Let us apparel
ourseives and go anl receive the Duke of Lancaster since
we agreed to send for him.” As MHenry IV., son of “fime-
homotered Lancaster,” he is fairly popuoiar, although again and
again he holds the charfer to Tansom,

Henry of Monmouoth appears ca the scene, and we picture the
brlliam g:-i]hl’:ring asgembled o the Guildlgll, when the King's
brothers, John, Duke of Bedford. Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester
{thu ol Er_l-ull ke I[u1t1pt1r:::,.' :"j, ancd ‘o consing, Bdwared, Duke of
York, with the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bizshop of Win-
chester, and others, come to confer wich the Muyor, as to what
wssistance is (o be rendered the King Uvhis proposed claim to the
crown of France. Due now arises a queston of precedence—ihe
Mayor, as the King's represeniative in the Ty, claims to occupy
the: cenire seat—in ather wornils to take the chair, aml his oluim
15 dllowed, thus meking o pricedent which hoore Mavors are to
uphold.  Visions of the citizens’ enthusiasm Hoot around, when
the news of the ploeious victory of Agincourt on 5t Cospin's
dav 15 announced {1415), just as the cewly elected havor is
being sworn intn office~of “the solemn pilgrimage of the
Mayor, Aldermen and Commeonalty, from Guildhall oo foot (o
Westminster, for the purpose of making humble thanks to the
Almighty and Hig saints, especially St. Hdward the Confessor,
for the joyous vietory,” Later ony at the termination of the
war with France, the King aml Clueen are eniertained in the
Cuildhall, and we pictore Whitington, te the astenishment and




