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PREFACE.

Toe name of Michael Servetus, the celebrated Spanish
Phyeician, whose researches into the structure of the
lmman frame led to a full diseovery of the cireulation
of tha bleod, will always hold an honoured place in the
anoals of Medicine, It will also hold a place in Foele-
sinstical bistory as affording & memorable example of
Calvinistic bigotry by which *a wise and holy mon''*
was brought to & premature and unhappy end, for hold-
ing opinions deemed heberodox and heretical. While
Calvin is remembered Servetus cannot be forgotton,
Should any gentle resder ask for what purpose is a
new Life of Bervetus offered to the public, the answer
is simple, and, it is hoped, satisfactory. The words of
the motto from Grotius in the title paget afford & good
reason for letting the world know something of the man
whom the Calvinistic churchea have for their master and
guide. We are admonished in Holy Writ to bewara of

* Sarvetud is so denominated by the plons aad goed Rev. John Wnley,

t 1 publish these memoirs not from any desire to hold a contrgversy
with the dead, but becanss I see, ns generally happens, that overy oo
fmitates the mamners, and follows the ¢zample of ihe master whom he
wolecta for his guids.
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false prophots, and asenred that s eorrapt tree bringeth
forth evil froit. Hed the antichristian spirit of Calvin
died with himself there would be little neceasity now for
drawing sitention to the character, the principles, and
the crimes of the homicide reformer. But while Calvin-
ism exists it will be the duty of christinn ministars to
exposs iis falac doctrines, ita ignorance and perversion
of evangelical truth, its demoralizing tendencies, and its
intolerant and persecuting principles, as exemplified in
the conduct of its founder—especially as attempts are
frequently made to jusiify, to palliate, to excame his
murder of Servetns—#o varnish the infernal . deed, and
make it appear a4 sn set dictated by & werm and sub.
limated zeal for the glory of (od, and carred into
oxecution by the apirit of the age and the laws of
Genevs !

If ““he who allows oppression shares the erime,™
what shall we say of the men of Giod who dare to justify
the burniog of ** & wise and holy man"' for the pretended
sin of heresy ¥

A writer (G, Emlyn)} in the Mowmthly Repository of
Theology and General Literaturs for September, 1506,
says of Calvia- that, the *‘undue sttachment to that
unfeeling demagogue, and & disposition and readiness to
vindieale and extenuste his very worst actions, are still
6@ visible as ever, and that instances frequently ccour
which but too plainly evince that modern Calvinism s
by no means free from the antichristian spirit of ita
founder.” ‘What would thet writer have ssid had he
witnessed the recent persecutions carried on by Calvinists
against Unitarians both in Englapd and Ireland, and
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for reasons similar to those which led Calvin o vilify,
rob, incareerate, and burn the Spanish physician?®

It might be hoped that in the lapse of three hundred
yoars the prineiples of Calvimam had undergone some
modification, snd thet wow, in the nineteenth centary,
they werc less intolerant than in the sixteenth. DBut
the fact is, that while the stapdards of Calvinistie faith
eontinue unchanged, no improvement ean be expected.
Its spirit is &8 scrid, sa intolersnt and vindictive now
a8 over, and a3 eager to tyranuize, and to encroach
on the rights snd liberties of christian wen. It has
long reigned predominant in “ The General Assembly™
of Ulster; mystifying the people, inculeating false doc-
trine, bosating of its orthodoxy, while scting in foul
violation of the great e¢mmandments on which hang all
the Law and the Prophets, and giving ample proof that,
were it not chained by the Legislature, it would never
cease to perpetrate such iniquities as put religion to
shame, apd crucify the Bon of God afresh. It cannot,
indeed, burn & Bervetus, for the sietute de comburendp
hevetico has been sbaclutely annulled, but until very
recently it enjoyed the felieity of barassing Christiana by
ruinous processes in law, of robbing ministers and con-
grogations of their houses of worship, of destroying their
charitable institutions, and of seising on the portion of
the widow and orphan. These are facts which can not

* “ Hival hal, dont toat ls crime siaie
e ralsonnar misnzgou lud 06 fskait.”

Ferootous Calvin, to decide the strife,
Resolved to take his hated rival's life,
Stalned with no crime, but that the stardy elf
Hemacmad from Beripture better than himealf.
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and ocught not to be concealed. Christian ministers,
those especially of the Three Nomsubseribing bodies
of Protestant Dissenters in Ireland, should know with
what an evil epirit of bigotry and repacity they have
to contend, and, profiting by experience, guard against
ita machinations. Let them not forget that the
warmth infosed into the frozen viper imparta to it the
power of stinging its benefsctor to death. In what
respeots have the modern Calvins and Colladons—the
all-work La Fontsmes — the honourable and pious
Antonies, and the other vagabonds, who plsaped and
conducted the last cunspiracy to destroy them, degene-
rated from their forefathers? Aro they leas acrimonious,
leas vindietive, less mendacious, or less prone, in con-
tempt snd defiance of Apoatolic reprehension, to * go to
law, to do wrong, and to defraud” #—1 Cor, v, T, 8.

2o lately ago a2 1846 was published in Edinbargh, o
book bearing the following title: * Carvis and BerveTvs.
The Reformer’s shave in the Trial of Mickael Servetus,
Historically ascertained. From the French, with Notes

The objeet of this work, partisularly of the ** Notos
and Additions,” is to place the conduct of the Reformer
in & new light, to palliste his conduct, and, in & word,
to sequit him of the murder with which he stands
charged—an object in which the reverend suthor hsa
eompletely failed. The French part of the work which
he has translated was published, as he informs us, in
1844, by M. A. Rilliet of Geneva, “in which he has
with great painstaking and impartislity concentrated the
light of history, made yet more clear by that of docu-




