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The Scene of a City Fire.
Al T Sk gy oy

O a person mot o resident of the larger
M. Uitiey, wnd who iz unused to witness the
Jrromn tade amul alaority with which the Crrz
| Fogwew muster ab an alarm, and the t'm-i]it:r
- with which they eonquer the E':u:'ry element, the
© speedy monner in which it is effected is Litle
losa than m:raeulcms You are horror-struck &t viewing eroctions of
the most combostible degeription, exposcd to the eombined actiom of
vast sheets of flame, and & raging wind ; and before you have time to
reflect on the amount of property likely to he destroved, the ezposure to
be endured, and the lives placed in jeopardy—Dehold | tho destruetive
element is conquered ! its crimson dongoes, which hissed defiance, are
pilenced, and the languid strogeles of the palsied flames, exhibit the fm-
potence of the dying ladiator l
Although I have become so far identified with the City by a residence
from childhood, that ity sights and sonndys are ineorporated with my ear-
lieat recollections, — yet even in me e ooourrence of an imposing fire
ab night creates no litdle exeitement and interest.  First, the slow meas-




14 THR SCERE OF A CITT FILE

ured chimes of the dsep sounding bolls come beoming over the roofs of
the houses, insinusting themselves into your ear in the dead waiches of
the night, when your senses are logked in oblivion; and if you are a
heavy slecper, and the mammoth sentinels fail to arouss you, thers are
razen tongues of lesser mole, which one by one swell the mooturnal
chorus, until the most deaply magnetized slumbeter is startled by their
rude summons,  Tub if fatigae and lassitwde panse you to tarn sloggish-
Iy on your side, and you endesyor, by burying youreelf noder the cov-
erlets, to shut out the discordant notes, loy ot the Hattering unction to
your soul, that sacoess has erowned your exertions. Lol from beneath
your cassment the ¢ty of © Foral! Forel? Ferell!’' iz screamed with
sufficient fore and encrgy fo frighten you from jour propriety ; and, ss
if that wad not enongh, the punderous engine ratiles along the pavement
with smch vehemenec, that your vory bed trembles benesth yom.  The
furéman of the company shouts throngh bis trumpet wilh appalling vigor ;
the watchmen sounda kg rattle, or ghrikes the sidewnl: with his well-
geasioned club, the eoho from whieh Teverberstes with fearful digtinet
ness; the noise introages, wn@l you ere doubiful whether your own
houge iz not on fire 1 and at longth, what with alarm and vexation, you
are fain to submit to your fute by lenping on the floor, snd reising the
sash fo take sn obwervation.

It the might is dark, that opiical iilasion which haz led many a-poor
wight to follow ibe Light of u Uity Fire, until it seemed, like the foyup-
taing of Tantulus, to reoeds from his approach, ennsea you fo haatily array
yourself in sujtahle apparsl o emwinnter the uight aiv; and o ipoment
finds you among the moving s, chouting Fire! at the top of your
voige, datermined, if compelled to the eneounter, to demoan yourself
Iike 5 well-bred citizen, hy cztending o your neighbors the same infer-
esting information which the wultitude hes lavished oo you.

And now ths scepe really becomes cxeiting ! —the rolling engines
have imparted to you a portion of the ardor which amimates their leather
capped propellers ; you forget that street after street has boen passed,
singe you emerged from your Jeor; your walk ineensibly inereases to a
trok, your trot to a gallop — wntil, poarly exhansted, you are confronted
by the curling flames.

If you are deeply interested in the ptock of a fire insurance company,
your first reflection hadaycmf.opwﬂﬂ’fﬂn the rigks taken in that local
ity —if in the jobbing trade, your memory reverts, with surprising
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facility, to the debtor side of your ledger, to macertain whethar the names
of the sufferers are thercin recorded ; and, if exempt from the calamities
incident to either position, you look, with that plosid composure, on the
seenc, whith ancient and medern philosophers have ever exhibited when
dwelling on the mishaps of their partievlsr friends! — Bat scon tha
enthusinsm of the less sober part of the crowd communisates itself to
your inner man ; you view, with thrilling interest, the movementa of
yonder brave man, who has, at the risk of his lifs, sanceeded in rescuing
the infant which he brings fo the arma of its frantie mother,—and now

your attention s fized wpon his brother Fireman, ascending the roof of an
alovaiad building, the totecior of which s in flames! You hold your breath,
ashe quits the falling tafters to perch, Bke an eagle, on Ihe brick or stone
abutment which trembles beneath bis weight, and ave dissy with gazing
on his formn, now bisckened with smoke, now erimson with flame ; until
your alarm is converted into admiration 13 you see him prasp the pipe
and shout, with perfect self-possession,  Play away, number hoelvs I
But soon the sounds rapidly increass in Treadth and volume. Engine
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after angine yolls along, until seores are atationed around the soens of
agtion ; the Engineers and Foremen direct the course of their machines
from point to point ; (he junior membors of ihe brotherhood fiy with the
gpeed of thought from front to renr, and from roar 5 front, displaying
sll the impetmosity of youth, with the rogularity of experience. The
well disviplined senior, with anxjpus hut colleoted countenance, direste
his efforts with precision and force. The more timid of tha unhoused
sufforers rush along in wild alatm, while the sclfpoesersed gather up the
fragments, snatchod from the desouring element, md are ocenpied in
frangporting them to a ploea of gafely.  But o huge echonn of fame and
smoke now plerees the beavens, and the crash of falling timbers, and
masged of brick and stone, @ heard highabove the din. The well-trained
Fireman has just quitted hig perilous station on the wall, and covered
with cinders, aghes and worige, appears noburt emong his eomrades.

And now look about you, ift a lover of tho pictnresue, and view a
sceme worthy of the defincation of a Iugarth,  Strotched as far as the
eyn can reech on vither kand, the metley erowd are illuminated by the
ocean of flame which rolls and facts frum wde to side, o3 if lazhing iteslf
into fury, prepemtery to a final strogele.  Iere may be seon stending
omb in bold relief the hagrard lineaments of Vice—the blosted fuco and
distended sye-balls of Disdpation—the fierce glanee of Passion—tha
elouded visape of Avziety—the wrinkled lrew of Care—the furrowoed
cheelk of Grief—the withered furm of Disense—the tattered parb of Pen-
ury. Xonder standy the pampered fivorite of Wealth jostled by the
bopgar who was but now spurped foom his deor; virtue.and vice, male
and female—all conditivns, sexes, wilors and mnks, are here mingled in
temporary fellowship—every feature sxposed, and every form distinet in
the plare of this artificial duy.

But the scene appeare not alone o the eye.  Every emction which
agitates the luman hreast here fludy a voies. The wild ery of terror,
the boisterous shout of ierriment, thy recldess glee of hoyhood, the feo-
ble wail of infancy, the apeniring echriek of auffering, the rode rebuke
of ansterity, the allaring acedats of deceds, the stern mandates of authori-
ty, are all blended in stranpe discord.

The wily conrtesan is playing her Ineinuating tale into the charmed
ear of some oountry dupe ; the curious searcher after hidden secrets ac-
ocosta each bystander, in turn, to azcerfain the onuse of the conflagration,
the names of the suiferers, and the amount of loss; the mechanio whis-
pers to his fellow that it's an ill wind that blows ndbody any good ; the




