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TO MY FATEHER
JOHN ALDEN SINGMASTER, D.D.
THIS BOOK IS AFFECTIONATELY
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1863-1913
OUR. SCORE ond seven years ago our fathers

brought forth on this continent, a new nation, con-
cefved in Liberty, and dedicaled fo the proposition that
all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in ¢ greal civil war, lesting
whether that nalion, or any nation so0 conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure. We are et on a greal
battle-field of that war., We have come fo dedicate a por-
dion of that field, as a final resting place for those who
here pave their lves thatl that notion miehl Iive. It is
altogether fitiing and proper thal we should do thes,

But in a loygey sense, 10e connol dedicale — we can-
nol consecrate —we cannof hallow — this ground. The
brave men, bving and dead, whe struggled here, hove
consecrated i, far above our fooy power lo add or de-
bract. The world will fittle note, nor long temember
what we say here, bul if con never forget whot they did
here, Ilis for us, the hiving, rather, to be dedicated here
to the unfinished work which they who fought here have
thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the preal fask remaining before us — that
from these honored dead we lake increvsed devofion to
thal cause for which they gave the last full measure of de-
volion — that we here highly resolve that these dead
shall not have died in vodw — thal fhis nation, wnder
God, shall hove a new Mirth of freedom — and that
government of the people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earih.
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