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PREFACE.

Tax reason for the present publication may, perbapa,
best be given in the following extracts from letters
addressed to the author the day after the delivery of the
discourse in the regular course of his pulpit ministrations,
by & large number of intelligent Canadian gentlemen :

Toroxwro, Feb, 27, 1685,
Bev. Srrarr RoBiweow :

Drsr B :—The intercsts of religion and trath require that,
in all matters affecting owr faith in Divine Revelstion, our opin-
ions shonld be clesr and definite. The subject of Human Blavery
eomes onder this ry. It is a subject which in former times
very much agitated the publis mind in Great Britasin, and, since
the commencement of the American war, has been revived with
great vigor, both in England snd Caneda, * * *

Om & subject of 8o much importance—a sobject involving the
interests of millions of our fellow-beings—it wounld seem necessary
and right that we should have something more substantial than
vagne generalities, as an anchor to our faith.

In common with the bulk of the English le, we hold,
and hold thoroughly, as yon are aware, unti-slavery opinions ;
but while so doing, we believe it to be in the interesta of truth
that the subject should be lakd open to full, free, and fair dis-
cussion.

The extraordinary research and ability displayed in the Leo-
tures on Grenecis and Exodus, delivered by you in this city during
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the past two years, entitle your cpinons to a carefnl considers-
tion ; and it is only in accordance with British joatice that yon
should have a fair learing. For these reasous we, whose nuines
are here avmezed, request that you will it your views, em-
bodied in the recent lecture on slavery, to Ea published.

Very regpectfully yours.

Torowro, Feb, 27, 1886,
Rev. Brvart Ropmsos :

Dear Sin ;=Conjointly with mony others who heard the admi-
roble discourse on slavery as recognized by the Bible, preached by
you last evening, and who, with myself, weuld be pleased to see it
ie a form that would reach the mass of the people in the province
&nd abroad, who must be interested in & just and exhaustive ex-
position of this subject, I take the liberty of inquiring whether
you will permit its pul’.}llmunn, and would be d to place
the manuseript in vur hands for that porpose §

I am, Rev. and Dear Sir,
Yery Euizh[‘nﬂ; Fours, deo.

Not having before thought of such a publication, the
preparation for the press, in aceordance with the foregoing
requests, has, of course, been made somewhat hastily under
the preseure uspal in such cases of public eall for a dis-
gourge. The views and opinions uttered, however, have
long been entertained ; and the expositions of the Serip-
tures are in gencral accordance with the stendfast faith
of the people of God, as nttered through their pious and
learned men, in all ages up to the present. This will be
apparent by a comparison of the statements of the dis-
comrse with the foot-notes which have been appended for
the benefit of plain readers, who have mot access to many
commentators, that they may know what is the voice of
the Churcl’s inlerpreters. For some of these authorities,
that were not within his reach, the author is indebted to
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the laborions compilation of the learned and ezcellent
Bishop Hopking in his late work.

Though not thus coming before the public by any
design or forethought of his own, it seems to the author
to be somewhat providential, that he should have been
called wpon, just at this time, to show the people “ what
gsith the Beriptures ™ chmeerning the relation of master and
slave, The reaction from the extremes to which & plausi-
ble bat fieroe and reckless fanaticism had earried both the
American and British people, but especially the former,
seems about to set in. The sober second -thought of
Christian people is beginning to suspect the dogmaa of
the noisy, canting, infidel philanthropism whose prophets
have seduced them temporarily to follow the pretended
revelations of mnatural reason, “ spiritual insight,” and
“universal love,” instesd of Jehovah's prophets whom
their fathers followed,

The recent very remarkable utterances of this fanatical
philanthropism from the very highest official of the Ameri-
can nation, since this discourse was delivered,—utterances,
which, as will appear from the argument of this discourse,
ean hardly be characterized as less than impionsly presump-
tuous perversions of the Word and Providenee of God,—
must arrest the attention of thonghtful Christian men,
and lead to the ingniry whether the lights which the
Churches of that country have been following to such an
extreme, can possibly have been kindled at the altar-fires
of inspiration. To such inyuiries, it is believed, this brief
yet compact and somewhat exhaustive view will be of
service ; especially to such as have no time or opportunity
for more extended reading,

Srvant Romyson.

Torowto, March ik, 1846
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