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1776 CENTENNIAL 1876

FOURTH OF JULY ORATION,

DELIVERED AT

CHESTER, PENNA |

BY

ISAAC T. COATES, M.D.

PELLOW OF THE AMERICAN CEOORAPRICAL SOTTPTT; MEMBFR OF TRE AT*TORICAL BOCIETT
GF PENKEVLYANLE ; MEMSER OF TEE ACATENT OF NATUBAL GOLENCES OF
PHILADELFHLA, ETC, ETO.

HETEINES I weo in my mind s noble and puissnut mation, rensing hersslf Hke s strong man
aftur sivep, and shaking hor invincilie locks ; methinks I ace her as an ragls, mewing her mighty
Fuuth aod kindling hor endeazled eyes at tha fall mdd-day beam.— Wiiton on the Liberti of tie From

T am 611 that hes Tesn, theat i, s0d that shall be, nmlm-mmgmhhhqluwumm
weil.—The Enjpmu oud on the Novemen! of dhe Temple of Minerra.

The taws, the rights,
The genereas Plao of power deliversd dewa
Froms age to age, by oar renowned forefiutbers
Bu deaily boughs, fhe price of s mach blood,
Oh ! waver 16t it perish in our hands.— 4 ddison'y Ooto,

Could wa coepta ne close, tander, amed cordinl & connection between the citizens of & Stats &5 to
{ndnes all to copalder themualvea aa velatives, —as fathars, Lrollers, aod sisters,—then this whole
Btate would constitule bt & singls family, be suljecled to the wost perfested regnintions, and
becoms the heppieat repailic st ever sxisted upon the earth —Mat.

3 FREBBE OF
=Jd. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., PHILADELPHIA.
- 1878,
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Cuesten, Pa., May 25, 1876,
Dr. Isaac T. CoaTes:

Dear Xir,—The citizens of Chester intend to celebrate, on the coming
Fourth of July, the One Hundredth Anniveisary of American Independence ;
nnd they .mapuat.l'uily invite you to deliver the Contennlal Oration. The sx-
ereises will take pluco at the lawn of General E, F. Besls.

By order of the Geramittes,

B. ¥ BAEKER, Secretary. WILLIAM C. GRAY, Chairman.

COEETER, Fa., Jone 1, 1876,
GENTLREMEN,—

I kave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 25th
ultime, bearing an invitation from the citizens of Chester to deliver the Cen-
tennial Fourth of July Oration on their celebration of our One Hundredth
Kational Anniversary, to be held here on the coming Feurth of July., While
the tima is entirely too brief for even abler hands than mine to do the great
subjeck anything like adequute jostics, I must yet accept the invitation, and
thank my fricnds and fellow-citizens, through you, fur the grest, and certainly
undeserved, honor their Aattering partiality PRYS T8,

With grest respect,
Your friend and obsdient servaut,
ISAAC T. COATES.

To Wu. C. GraT, Chairman, and B. F. Baxer, Secrgfary.






DEDICATION.

My Dear MorHER,—Tt seoms very natural and peculiarly appropriate that
I should dedicate to thes this Oretion, which treats of my Nutional Mother.
‘Whatever good, if any, may be found in it, whatover Inspiration that came
to me in its composition, are the netural outgrowth of thy good instroetion
t6 me when a boy,—those lessons of Truth and Right, of Patriotism and
Humanity, which bave clung to me ss the shadow clinga to the substancs
that casts it. Rememboring, with & deep sonwe of gratitnde, thy perennisl
goodness and loving kindness to me, 1 come now, in sturdy manhood, to
renew my #ft-repeated pledge of filial affection; a love ac tender ax it was In
¢hildhood, and stronger now than love for life. Durlng my somowhat
checkered career of life, whether facing the dangors of baitls o enjoying the
sweet security of paspe, whether safs on land or tampm‘l-&nﬁsed.in mid-ocean,
whother dwelling amid the luxories of civillzation or denlzvned among wild
men in the savage wilderness,—disputing with the conder, on the srowy
penks of the Andes, tha possession of hia bestling cliffa, er thresding tropicsl
forests,—no day hes ever passed without a part of it baving beea spunt in

loved remembrance of thee.
Thy affectionata son,
LT ¢

Cuesten, Pa., December, 1476,
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