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FRAUDS AND FOLLIES OF THE
FATHERS.

By J. M. WHEELER.
—_—
L

To expose the deliriom and delingnencies of s respected or even
respectabla body of men is alwaye an ungracions, though it may
not be an unneceseary, task. But when we are informed that re-
jection of certain supernatural stories means onr condemnation
here and demnation hereafter, we feel to ezaming the
kind of men who first accepted and promulgated these stories
The man who tells me I shall ba damned if I do not belicve in
hix theories or thanmaturgy oay bave many estimable guoalities,
but he musi not be mrpﬂmd if, dmre.gudmg these, I call
attention to instances of his 'hlitf. When, moreover, prieats
asaume authority over conduct on the groond that their Charch
or their doctrines were God-given, it becomes neceasary to in-
veatigate how that Church and those doctrines were built up;
and if we find soperstitions fooleries and pious frands mized
therein, it may do something to abate our eonfidenss in prieatly
pretentions.

In regard to the Fathers, as to much else, the Catholic is the
most congistent of sll Chrigtian Chorches. The men who
eatablished the Church, and fixed what was and what was not
Canopical Goepel, are surely entitled to some authority on
the part of believers. When Protestants wish to prove the
authentieity of their infallible book, they have to fall back upon
the witness of the fallible Fathers whose authority they are
&b other times always ready to repudiate.

‘The intellectual and moral character of the men who were the
original depositaries of Chlristiun faith and literature iz then
evidently of the utmost importance. All historical evidence as
to'the anthenticity nf the New Testament, or the faithfulness of
édeclesipatical history, cowmea through them. If they were ere—
dulons and untrustworthy, the edifice built apon their testimony
or their faith will ba found to be tottering.

Now, concerning the Fathers of the Chriatian Chareh, we have,

at the outsst, to allege that, #a & class, not only were they super-
stitions and credulous, and therefors unrelisble, but that many
of them wers abeolutely fraudulent, not hesitstiog to wse any
and every means to further the interests of their religion.
Bishop C. J. Ellicott, in bis Article on the Apocryphal Gospels,
whith appeared in the * Cambridge Essays" for 1556, pp. 175,
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176, say= : * Bat credulity ia not the only chargs which thess
agen have to mb-ln.%; eartainly mlﬂ be pmmm
free from the influence of pious freuds. . . . . It was an age of
li Trauds, Dveceit, if it had s good intention, frequently
pﬁumﬁﬂl&nmﬂ. + + + » However unwilling we may be to
admit it, history forces upon us the recognition of picus frand
%7 & principle which was by no means inoperative in the earlieat
agea of Christianity."

Jeramish Jones says: ** To make testimonies out of !algeriu
and sparions books to prove the very fonndation of the Christian
revelation, was & method much practised by some of the F
espeoially Justin , Clemene Alexandrinns, and Lactantins
— A New and Full Method of Settling the Canonical A uthority
of the New Testament,” part il, chap. xxxiv., p. 518, wol. L
1827,

B. H. Cowper, & well-known champion of Christianity, and
nnos editor of the Jowraal of Sacred Lilerature, confeases in the
Iatrodaction to his * .H.Eoerjrphl Gospala™ (p. xxv., 1867):
i Anclent invention sud industry weot even further, and
duaced mundry scrapa about Herod, Veronica, Lentulus, and
Abgar, wrote apistles for Christ and his mother, and [ know
not how much besides. No difficulty stoed in the way ; sneient
documants could essily be appesled to without necessarily exist-
ing; apirits could be summoned from the other world by a
stroke of the pen, and be made to say anything; sacred names
conld be written and made & passport o fictions, and 80 on
ad libitum."

M. Daillé says: ' For these forgeries are not new and of
yesterday; but the abuse hath been on foot above fourteen
hundred years.”"— The Right Use of the Fathers,” p. 12, 1675

Mosheim mentions ¢ a variety of commentarios fillad with im-
poazures or fables on our Savior's life and sentiments, eom
soon &fter his assent into heaven, by men who, without bei
bad, perhaps, wers saperstitious, simple, and piously deceitfal.
T'o these wars afterwards added other writings falsely aggradited
ta tha moet holyapoaties by fraudolent individuals. ™ — Institates
of Ecolesiastical History," part iii., chap. ii., see. 17, p. 85, vol. L
Binbba's edition, 1563,

The sama justly-renowned historisn declares that ** a pernicious
maxim which was currest in the schools, mot of the
Egyptians, the Platonists, and the Pythagoreans, but also of the
Jews, was very early recognised by the Christisns, and soon
found among them numerous patrons—namely, that those who
mada it their business to deceive with & view of promoting the
onuse of truth were deserving rather of commendation than
censare.'—' Commontaries on the Afairs of the Christisne
bafore .the tims of Constantine the Great.” Second centaory.
sec. 7, %. 44, 45, R. 8. Vidal's tranalation. 1813,

De. ler, Professor of Theology in Gottingen, says: *In
reference to the advancement of varions Christian interssts, and
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in like manmer also to the confirmation of those developments of
dootrine slready mentioned, the spurious literature which had
erisen and continnally inereased among the Jewa snd Christians,
was of great importance. The Christisne made use of such
expressions and writings as hed already been falsely attributed
by Jews, from partiality to their religion, to honored persons of
antigaity, and altered them in parts to snit their own wants,
#ach ag the book of Encch and the fourth book of Kara. Bat
writings of this kiod were aleo fabricated anew by Christisns,
whao qujnhd their conscience respecting the forgery with the ides
of their good intention, for tbam;:m of giving greater im-
prossivensss to their dostrines itions by the reputation
of rempectable names, of snimating their suffering brethren to
steadfastness, and of gaiving over their opponents to Christianity."”
—* Compendiom of Ecclesiastioal History,” sec. 52, wol. i,
157, 158. Translated by Dr. 8. Davidson. T. & T. Clark's
areign Theological Libratry,
Bot as our parposs is to examine thess writings somewhat in
detail, we will commanes with

THE AFPOSTOLIC FATHERS.

This nama is given to those Christian writers who are alleged
to have had intercourss with the Apostles. These writiogs are
mid to dste from aboot 97 to 150 a0 De, J, Donaldson says:
* Of these writers investigation assures ns only of the names of
three, Clament, Polyoarp and Pl:pnu. There 18 no sstisfactory

nd for sttribyting the * Epistle of Barnabas® to Barnabas,

o friend of Paul, nor the * Pastor' of Hermay to the Hermas
mentioned in the Epistls to the Bomane."1 Vet it Is to ba noticed
that both these worka were read in the prim.it.im churches aa
Sceriptare, and are incloded in the Binattiec Codsx, which ia
amserted to be the most sucient manuscript of the New Testa-
mant axtant, We take first

51. CLEMENT.

There iaa “fellow-laborer™ with Paul of the name of Clement,
mantioned in hia Epistle to the Fhilippians !rr., 83, but whether
this is the same individual whom the Catholics meke a Pope of
Rome, and some of the Fathers say was a kinsman of the Homan
E‘Tfemr, is & matter of disputs, and much doubted by tha best

orities. Bishop Lightfoot {8t Faul's Epistles: Philippians.”
p- 168) eays: * The notices of time and place are opposed to the
identification of the two.” A sufficient evidence of the estima-
tion in which St. Clement was held, howaver, iv tv be fouud in
the nomber of forgeriea which Christian piety have pslmed opon
the in his name. In’the Maugdr?m ﬂng:lz, one of
the oldest and most important maouseripts of the New Teata-
ment, two epistles addressed to the Corinthians stand inseribed

14 Ths Apostolical Fathers,” shap, L., p. 101, 1874,




New Testament. Of thess, the second is on all hands allowed
to be a fo , and the first is generally considered to be inter-
polated, t forgeriea or interpolations have taken place in
regard o those books of the same Codexr which, upon tha
suthority of certain Fathers, have been formed into the received

canon of sscred Seri must not, of gonrse, be on
in of everlasting ming. The fact of the E to the
brewa being ascribed fo St Paul, the second Epistle asaribed
to St Pstar, and such texts as thoss of the heavenly witnesses
(1 John v., 7, 8), show any scholar that nothing of the kind
oould have ta.l:sntﬁhm by soy ﬁnibﬂjt.y whatever, Ia it likely
that God would allow his Holy Word to be tampared with?

The history of Clement of Rome, says Canon Weatcott (" On
the Canon,” p. 22, 1881}, *is invested with mytbio dignity which
is without éxample in the Ante-Nicens Church.” It was too
utterly imposgible for other Fathera and founders of the Chareh
to be invested with mythie dignity. Jesue must have come of the
seed of King David, even though Joseph had nothing to do with
his v “The evemts of hin life,” Weatoott goes on to
nﬂ{: “ have becoms ao strangely involved in consequencs of tha
religious romances which bear his name, that they remain in
inextricable confusion."” And so indeed they are; almost as
badly as those of the founder of Christianity.

Clement is called at one time a disciple of St Fauol, sad at
anothet of St. Peter, who Faul withstood to his face becanse he was
to be blamed (Gal ii, 11). The Abbé Migne, in his Patrologie,
makes him Pope in 91 a.c. The Clementine iliea, purporting
to be written by Clement himself, saye he was o:dlinelfh: Peter.
Bome put the first Popes a8 Linus, Cletus, Anscletus, and then
Clement; others give their order as Linos, Cletns, Clement,
Anpscletos ; othora Clement, Lings, &e.; in short, thay are given
avery way. Baron Bunsen called Anacletos a mmnpﬁnm

ve

and mythical perso and some wicked t
the same of I\‘:h:u I'Imlmg? batch. In nddiﬁ%a two g
which stand on the same t with Holy Seripture,

St. Clement is credited with two epistles to Virgins—which,
tbough superstitions, are possibly none the less authentic ; two
epistles to James the brother of the Incarpate God, the Apos-
tolic Canons (which include his own writiogs as sscred
soripture), the Apostolle Constitutions, the Recoguitions, s
Litargy, and twenty Clementine Homilies. All of these, says
Mosheim, were frandnlently ascribed to this eminent father by
some deceivers, for the 3u|'pm of proouring them greater
anthority. Clement has also been ':Fmdm anthor of the
Epistle to the Hebrews and the Acts of the &anllu
Restricting onrselvea for the present to the first epistle, gene-
rally put forward as genuine, until a comparatively late detequoted
as authoritative scriptare by the Fathers, put in the leﬁﬂ
canons among ssored and inspired writings, and which Eusebing
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tells us (' Hist, Feel” iii, 16) was publicly read in very many
ohurches in old times and even in his own day; we at once dis-
cover evidence that the writer could not have been akin to the
Crmears or of & noble Roman family, He bespeaks his Jewish
birth by his continual citation of the Jew books, by his
references to the services at Jerusslem (chapa. xl and x)i), and
by speaking of * our father Jacob.” But, lga other Christisn
writers, he is very looss in hiz guotations. For instance, he
jumbles up the first Isaish and an apocryphal Ezekiel in the
following quotation, * Bay to the children of my paople, Th
your eins reach from earth to heaven, and though they be r
than scarlet and blacker than sackcloth, yet if ye torn to me
with your whole heart, and say, * Father,” I will listen to you a4
toa holy people™ He mentions (chap, Iv.) * the blessed Judith,”
which by the way, Volbmar and others think must be
dated a.c. 117-118. If& aleo (chap. xvii) quotes Moses as
sayiog, “ [ am but as the smoke of a pot,” and other
{chap, xxiii.-xxvi.), probably from the apoorypbal * Assumption
of H%.M" But this is no worse than Matthew (ii, 23} quoting
ad from the propheta, * He shall be called & Nazarens ;" Paul's
wrongly quoting the Pealma (Eph. iv., 8); or Jude (ver. 14) citing
tha nlpnuryp&:al baok of Enoch as by * the seventh from Adam.
Bat it somewhat vitiatea his supposed testimony to the canonical
books. 1t is evident, however, that he was scquainted with
FPaul's Epietles to the Corinthiana, and his own reads st times
like a imitation of Fagl ;
The apostls fo the Gentiles, and thereby the real founder of
modern Christianity, disregarding & certain threat of ita sup-
posed founder (Matt. v., 22), ventured, in arguing for the resur-
rection, the somewhat questionable statement, “g[hnu fool, that
which thon sowest is not quickened ex it die" (1 Cor. x¥v.,
86). Clement altogether outdoes this. He says (chap. xxv.):
“Let ue consider that wonderful sign [of ther i
which takea place in eastern lands, that is, in Arabis
the countrics round abomt. There is a certain bird which
ik called a phoenix. This is the only ons of its kind, and lives
five hundred years, And when the time of its dissolution drawa
near that it muost die, it builds itself & nest of frankincense and
myrrh, and other spices, into which, when the time is fulfilled, it
enters and diea. But ss the flash decaye & certaln kind of
worm is produced, which, being nourished by the juicen of
the dead bird, brings forth feathers. Then, when it has acquired
atrength, it talea up that mest in which are the booes of ite
E‘:ﬂh. und bearing these it passes from the land of Arabiainto
pt, to the city called Hehopolie. And, in open day, flying
in the sight of sl men, it places them om the ﬁﬂfﬂ]ﬂlﬂl,

Y Pp. 12 sod 18, wol i, “ Ante-Nicens Christian Library.” All anr
citations, unless otherwise mentioned, will be taken from valuable
sorise of volumes.



