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Fntrovuction,

IT seema to me that sermaons have, during my life-time,
retrograded in acceracy of thaught and language, in revor-
ence, and in Seriptoral quotation ; particularly in Seriptural
illostration. A commaon anecdols (o0 ofteén takes tho place
of exemplification from (he lives and actions of the Patriarchs
and the Saints of the Old Testament, On the otber hand,
they have improved in aimplicivr of langnage and metaphor,
i sympathy with the character and leelings of the people
addressed, and in freedom. They are not sufficiently doc-
trinal, but they are fairly practical. Why should oot practice
rest on the sure foundation of great troths; that is, npon
dogrma ?

Should sermons still be published when =0 many are
preached, and the people are sztorated with pulpit exhor-
tations ?

Well, there are slways some porsons who like to read
sormons, and it i3 well to supply them with wholewgme
reading. As long as Hingsley and Robertson, on the one
hand, are appreciated, and on the other, Newman, Keble,
Pusey, and Liddon, oo volume of sermons can be expected
to attain a high place; but then, if oaly the highest are to be
pablished, it may be said that only the highest can be listened
to. There must be a place for moderate preachers—or what
should I do?—and, therefore, there must be a place for
moderate sermons, published as well as preached.



¥i.

Tha average mind does nat appreciate the highest, and yet
has it2 npeads, The demand of the greatest momber is not
for the highest, and their demand has a just claim for satis-
faction, .

The merit of this little volome, which does not come up to
my theory of Scriptural illustration and envichment, is that
it mests the feelings and needs of the many, without stooping
to their weaknesa. It has no flowery Falee imagery, no
v padding,* ag it is called by Reviewers, nothing ad caplandum.
The preacher ia calm, truthful, earnest, He kmows, and
which is hetter fesls, the difficulties of bis fellow-mortals.
He reaches out a hand to them. They cannot wall deny
what ha says, ner can they fesl aggrieved by it. Ha ia not
too high for them, Ha does not parceptibly stoop to their
level, but by sympathy and experience he is 30 nearly on
their level that he gon gragp their hand and lift them on to a
ledge higher up, I hope, therefore, that thess sermons, mest
of which I have hesrd in this church, will be valued beyond
our contracted limits, and will do a pood work.

W. E. HEYGATE.

Brighstons,

Isle af Wight,
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