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PREFACE.

THERE are already so many excellent works
. professing the same object as this Manual,
that the task 1 have undertaken would ap-
pear superfiuous and uncalled for, but that,
numerous and learned s they undoubtedly
are, they are generally so technical and ela-
borate in their language, that they fre-
quently confuse where they are intended to
enlighten. But these works, however ex-
cellent in themselves, are, in their effeets,
much like the % Family Physician” and
other works of that class, having frequently
led the unlearned mnto error, and caused
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quibbles and lawsuits. In fact, they are,
without exception, more fitted for the
lawyer than the merchant.

I have long seen the error, and eontem-
plated the composition of this volume, which,
incomplete as it is, I trust may serve the
_purpose intended, until I have leisure to
publish a more enlarged and perfect work:
at the same time I can conscientiously vouch
for the correctness of the information, how-
ever slight it may be; for I have spared no
paios in seeking and comparing the opinions
of the best “practical * authorities upon the

subject.

In order to render it & book of ready re-
ference and information to the mercantile
world, 1 bave sedolously avoided all * legal ”
terms and phraseology, and invariably pre-
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ferred clearness of detail to elegance of com-

position ; and that I might render myself as

intelligible as possible, I have been driven,

in several instances, to the necessity of re-
.y

I have endeavoured throughout to point
out to the merchant and his elerk the ge-
neral routine, sanctioned by custom in the
treatment of a bill of exchange.

For those who are desirous of studying the
lmw, including the reported cases, on this
point, there are several books extant, com-
posed by men of great legal talent, and which
ireeuynfm

Considering the increased intercourse be-
tween France and England which has arisen
~ of late years, and which is still increasing
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with that eountry and with many other parts
of Europe, I have thought it incumbent on
me, for the more complete utility of this smadl
work, to add an extract from the Code Na-
voleon, which I flatter myself will be found
mﬁmhh,nutml’yuhnmadiateljrdiréﬁted
to business transactions with France, but
with other countries, as Rusasin, %c., where
the Code Napoleon is known and adopted,
wholly or in part. It is arranged from the
‘Code de Commerce ; and I have endeavoured
that the translation into English shall be as
efficient as the most critical commercial or
legal reader can desire to have,

In conclusion, I must add a few words on
the subject of Public Notaries. They are a
very useful branch of the Profession; and
having in many instances found them pos-
sessed of much information on the custom of
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merchants in general, it will be seen that I
have in the present work pointed out many
particular duties which may be performed
by them with benefit and advantage to
traders; and a merchant will ofien save
himself a lawsuit by a few words from his
notary in those cases of dificulty which may
arise in his dealings with foreign merchants.

For “ The Interpreter,” I am indebted to a
friend ; and from his known striet accuracy
and correct judgment, I can with safety
vouch that it may be depended upon.



