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PUBLISHERS NOTE

Tue rapidly growing intorest in the developments and ap-
plications of acience in recent years has increased the demand
for clesr and readable, snd at the eame time sccurate, state-
ments of the work done in its various fields. The Moden
Seience Series, prepared wunder the editorial supervision of Hir
Jobn Lubbock, is designed to supply this need.

The books to be included fn this series are intended net so
much for the young or for the student as for the educated
gemeral reader, who wishes to acquaint himself with the present
state of soientifle knowledge on the subjects which arouse his
interest. To this end esch book will be made complete in
itaelf, but st the same time the volumes that desl with related
topics will supplement ench other, The trestment in each case
will be theronghly seiemtific, but the subjects will be present-
ed in simple language, as free as porsible from technicalities,
The volumes will contain about two hundred pages each, and,
wherever practicable, they will be illustrated,

The authors will be distinguished specialists; and s suffi-
cient guarantee that the series will fulfill ite intended purpose
is furnished by the well-koown sbility of the editor s an inter-
preter of the results of scientific research.
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PREFACE.

As T have written an Introdnction to account for
the appearance of this book, 1 have nothing farther to
say on that subjeat.

I have only to discharge here the plessant duty of
expressing my thanks o the many friends who have

helped me in various ways and degrees by kindly coun-
sel and friendly remonstrance. Their names are Dr.
V. Barr, Rev. M. H. Crosg, Rev. Dr. CrossEEY, Prof.
G. F. Frrzcenann, Prof. (. Lapworta, 8ir J. Lus-
BouK, Mr. A. Haumavr, Prof. W. Sovnss, and Mr
L. BTEELE.

L A

EQBERT 8. BALL.

Oparavarory, Corrry Doslw, November 14, 1800,



