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BITS OF TALE.

THE INHUMANITIES OF PARENTS.

CORIORAL FUNISHMENT.

NE}T lang ago a Presbyterian minizter in Western

New York whipped his three-year-ald hoy to
death, for relusing lo say his prayers, The Litle fin-
sers were broken; the tender flesh was bruised and
actually mangled ; strong men wepl when they looked
on the body; and the reverend murderer, after having
been set [ree on lLail, was glad to return and take
refuge within the walls of his prison, 1o escape sum-
mary punishment at the hands of an outraged com-
munity. At the bare mention of such cruelty, every
heart grew sick and fint ; men and women were dumby
with horror: only tears and a hot demand for instant
retaliation availed.

The question whether, after all, that baby martyr
were not fortunate among his fellows, would, no doubt,
be met Ly resentiul astonishment. Buticiza question
which may well be asked, may well be pondered.
Heart-rending as It is to think for an instant of the
agonies which the poor child muat have borne for some -



10 cuiac BIFS: G:P‘T-*IL-T

o BT

hours a.l't&r I:.[.s mla.nt br:nu Wik tquu:r bewildered by ter-
mr_:puj p&j.n- mu.itr]-t:rq.i.:lr[d 1tr]:|.:tL was required of him,
it still cannot fail to ccour'to n‘.cep-rr reflection that the
torture was shorl and simall in comparison with what
the next ten years might have held for him if he had
lived. To earn entrance on the spirvitual life by the
briefest possible experience of the physical, is always
“oreater main ;Y but how emphatically is 1t 50 when
the conditions of life upon earth are sure to be unfa-
vorable !

If it were possible in any way to get 2 statistical
summing-up.and a tangible presentation of the amount
of physical pain inflicted by parents on children under
twelve years of age, the most callons-hearted would be
sarprised and shocked. If it were possible to add to
this cstimabe an accurate and scicntific demonstication
of the extent to which such pain, by weakening the
nervous system and exhauslings its capacily lo resist
discase, diminishes children's chances for life, the
world wonld stand aghast,

Too little has been said upon this point.  The oppo-
nents of corporal ponishment useally approach the
subject either from the sentimental or the moral stand-
point,.  The arsument on either of these grounds can
be made slrong enonzh, one would suppose, to paralyze
every hand lifted to strike a child. DBut the guestion
of the direct and lasting plysical effect of blows — even
of one blow on the delicate tissues of a child's body,
on the frail and trembling nerves, on the sensitive
organization which is trying, ‘under a thousand unfa-
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voring conditions, to adjust itzelf to the hard work ol
both living and growing — has yet to be properly
considered.

Every one knows the sudden sense of insupportable
pain, sometimes producing even dizziness and nausea,
which follows the accidental hitting of the ankle or
elbow against 2 hard substance. It does not necd that
the blow be very hard to bring inveluntary tears to
adult eyes. Dut what is such a pain as this, in com-
parison with the pain of a dozen or more guick Lio-
gling blows from a heavy hand on flesh which is, which
must be as much more sensitive than ours, as arg the
soals which dwell in it purer than vors. Add Lo this
phyzical paib the overwhelming tervor which only utier
helpleasncss can fecl, and which is the most recognizable
guality in the cry of a very youny child under whipping ;
add the instinctive sense of disgrace, of cutrage, which
often keeps Lthe older child stubborn and still through-
out,—and you have an amount and an intensity of suf-
fering [rom which even tricd nerves might shrink. Again,
who doez not know —at least, what woman docs not
know —that violent weeping, for even a very short
time, is quite enough to cause a feeling of languor and
depression; of nervoos cxhaostion for a whole day?
Yet it does not seem to occur to mothers that little
children must feel this, in proportion to the leagth of
time and violence of thelr crying, far more than grown
pecple. 'Who has not ofien seen a poor child re-
ceive, within an hour or two of the first whipping, a
second one, for some small ebullition of nervous irri-



