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PREFACE

Tre Author of this little volume of
Prayers, appreciating the Spirit which
infigenced the compilers of our Litorgy,
and other public services, to search, and
enabled them to find, amid the sacred
treasures of antiquity, that sirain of de-
votion, purity of doctrine, and sound
form of words, for which these compo-
sitions are inimitable, has been induced
to examine, and has deduced from the
same source, 8 form of Family and
Private Prayers, which he believes will
be found to coincide with the principles
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vi PREFACE.

of our Liturgy and Litany, and with the
Doectrines of the Church. He is under
the impression that a variation in our
private devotions, from the form and
phraseology which render our book of
Common Prayer so peculiarly adapted
to public worship, is “desirable; the
feelings and expressions with which we
pray in private, and in our families, not
being so generalized as in our public
exercises of devotion, -

It cannot be doubted, but that both
our public, family, and private prayers,
should, as much as possible, embody in
them the most essential and leading
doctrines of the Bible and the Church ;
for the character of our devotion must
greatly depend on the views we hold
with regard to particular Doctrines, the
Sacraments, and other ordinances of
religion.
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* E. g. As relates to doctrines’: if
we put a limitation to the universally
‘comprehensive character of the death of
Christ, and by our private interpretation

‘of Seripture be led to deny that its effi-

eacy is co-extensive with the raceof man,
and to maintain that it is limited to indi-
viduals who have been effectually called ;
the epirit and character of our prayers
and intercessions will be materially al-
tered: orif, claiming the special guidance

¥ Jsx. Fifi. 6 Rom. v. 6. xiv. 15. 20, 1 Cor
vill. 11. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15, Col. i. 200 1 Tim. ii. 4.
beo 10, Tiius il 11, Heb, ii. 8. 2 Per §il. 3. 1 John
ii. 2.

% Jesug Christ made on the Cross (by His own
oblation once offered,) & full, perfeer, and sufficient
saerifice, obletion, and satisfaction, for the sins of the
twhole world,"=——Communion Service.  Comsperation.

“ By Hia denth, salvellon came to all, and goery
creaiure was ransomved. He is the Life of aff, even
He who like a sheep gave up His own body to death,
a5 a raneom for the salvafion of alf"=—dtkanasius,

A. D 326, Benedict. Ed, wol. L. p 70
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of the Spirit, and superseding the written
witness to the truth, we should interpret
Scripture according to the sense in
which it is understood by the advo-
eates of Calvinism, who, forgetting that
“secret things belong to the Lord,”
insist that God has eternally, irrevocably,
and unconditionally predestinated some
to eterual life, and reprobated or paseed
by others; (thus necessarily destroying
man's agency and responsibility) owr
prayers will be offered up under the
influence of this erroneous impression,
leading to uncharitable and dishonoura-
ble notions of the goodness and grace of
God, or to unjustifiable self-confidence’.
(Refer to the Westminster Confession of
Faith, and Brown's Dictionary of the
¥ Vil Faber's admirvable werk on pricitive election.

John +i. 70 Hom. zi. 28. 1 Thes. i. 2, 3, 4.
1Pet, i 1,8 2Pel i 10.
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Bible, for the Calvinistic view of God's
decrees.)

- Again, if adopting the sentiments of
those who maintain that the same Spirit
which dictated Seripture, guides every
man who desires to know the truth to a
right understanding of it, we disregard
the voice of antiquity, which witnesses
that the office and work of the Holy
Spirit, is to sanctify us through the
truth as already ooderstood and com-
municated to us through God's appointed
means; are we not in danger of erring
as widely, and in the same manner, as
the Church of Rome, which claims a
specinl puidance for the living judge
above the written rule® ?

! Vid. Manniog's Sermon, with the !l.pp!m!i.t, on
the Rule af Faifl,

8t. Irenena lib, i §i. 1. 2 Heoker's Ecel. Pol.
b, .o 7, 8. Acts zvi. 4, 5. Lukei. 1. 4. 1 Cor
xi. %16, 2 Thess. ii 15, i, 6, Heb, xiii. 7,8




