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PREFTACIE.

X

TrERE is probubly noue to deny that the study of the
principles of political ecience iz n necessary part of a
liberal education. Dut in o country where the people goy-
ern themselves we believe it iz more than this: it is a
necesgary part of a common-gchool edueation.  In the
United Statez there is the strougest reagon for this, for
Lere not only do high and lew alike elect their own law-
makers and rulers, but they also establish their own con-
stitutions and determine exen the fundamental principles
upon which they shall be governed. The danger of en-
trusting such power to the ignorant has not failed of illus-
tration here, and lately. DBut having universal sullrage—
for good or evil—thers is bub one resource, to teach the
people how to govern themselves,

Noris a knowledge of the principles of legal seience loss
necessary to every person.  The lawe of man know as Tittle
of mercy as the laws of nature, in that they never admit
ignorance as un excuse for wrong., Tt is a proof of the
cesential justice of our eyetem of jurisprudence, that so
many pass safely through life, totally ignorant of the law,
and relying merely upon their own sense of what should
be. And yet every day gives proof that ignorance is always
dangerous, The etndy of such a work will not make a
youth & lawyer, but it will fix in Lis mind a system of
broad principles, which eannet fail te be nseful praetically.
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iv Prefuce.

Though thess facts are self-avident, this study has been
heretofore strangely neglected. The aim of thizs book, in sup-
plying o want believed to exist, 3s to present, in such form
a8 to be used chiedly e o text-book for schools, o broad and
comprehensive view of the principles of government and
law in the United Suales (which are substantinlly the same
thronghont the country), and thus to teach the young the
varied rights and duties of a eitizen in relation to hie gov-
ernment and his fellow-citizens.

The book is divided into two parts,

Purt L., Prineipies of Government, iz devoted (after a
few chapters upon general principles}, firet, to government
by the State, and second, fo government by the Nation.
It is iere 4liat the Look is helieved to have its chief advan-
tage over others of ite kind., In all that we have exam-
ined, either ove or the other of these subjects hae been
negleeted,  Many yoveth have grown to manhood with so
little apprecistion of the political impertance of the State,
us to believe it nothing more than o geographical division;
others have placed the Swate too high and failed to realize
the power and dignity of the Nation. In reality, the Nu-
tional Government, on Ure one hand, iz of far greater his-
torie interest and permancut political importance, as really
governing the futurs freedom or serfdom of the race. On
the other hand, the State, which snys whether the particular
individnal shall vote, what rights of property he shall have,
and what shall be the punishment for lis erimes, enters far
more into the duily adfairs of thezingle eitizen, touches liim
ot more points, and iz therelore of greater temporary in-
terest. Both suljects should bo studied; and it iz of es-
pecial importanee at thiz time that their relation to each
other should be clearly presented o the youth of the land,
for State rights and National rights have not yet finished
their conflict.



Prefuce, V.

Part IL., Principles of Law, contains also two divisions,
the first one presenting the main principles which govern
the righta and duties of man to muan in his every-day lifs,
his varied rights conneoted with personal seeunity, liberty,
and property; and the second giving the rules by which the
relations of nations to each other ave regulated.

Thus the volume prosonts o generul view of the posi-
tion of the eitizen in all the relations he may sustain in
this country: to his fellow-eitizen, to his State, to his
Nation, and to foreign nutions. Throughout the book
the purpose has been te omit all detsils, so as not to injure
the offect of the prineciple, even where a small untruth is
implied for the suke of u lorger truth.

The present revision has, it ia thounght, made extensive
improvement, by changes and additions which the great
events of the last fow years have rendered necessary, by
pursaing & more natural and logical order, with proper
subordination of fopice, by confining each paragraph of
the chapter to a single subject and supplying it with a
title, and by the addition of schemes, where appropriate, to
be used as blackboard excreiges, and of review questions for
the use of both pupil and teacher. It is confidently hoped
that the book in this revision may find as much favor as
has been kindly shown it in the past.

8 8 C
New Yourg, Juoe 21, 1880,
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