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PREFACE

THE design of the following Lectures is to
present a sketch of the theological literature of
the Church of England from the Reformation
to the beginning of the present century. Some
general knowledge of the civil and ecclesiastical
history of England during the period is assumed ;
and the lectures are mainly concerned with
tracing the growth and changes in religions
opinion, indicating the character of the principal
works of the more eminent theologians, and in
some degree estimating their value.

It has been thought advisable not to extend
this sketch beyond the close of the eighteenth
century.  The writer feels that we are as yet too
near the controversies which originated out of
the Oxford Movement to be able to judge them
dispassionately.

Homiletical literature, unless distinctly con-
tributing to theological science, and works of
practical divinity, together with devotional writ-
ings, are not considered ; hence many eminent:
names, among which may be mentioned Donne,
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South, Ken, Atterbury, and Thomas Wilson,
are passed over in silence. But even within the
limits prescribed to ourselves, there are omis-
sions which would be culpable in any extended
history.

One could have wished to enlarge the scope
of these lectures so as to embrace the theologians
of the [rish and Scottish Churches. The bear-
mgs of cthical and metaphysical speculation
upon theology, as exhibited in the writings of
Archbishop King, Bishop Berkeley, and Bishop
Peter Brown, deserve careful study. And it is
with particular regret that [ omit any notice
of the great John Forbes, of Corse; Bishop
William Forbes, first Bishop of Edinburgh, and
author of the Considerationes Modeste; and
Archbishop Leighton, The consideration of
Ussher's writings to be found in the following
pages makes no infringement of the rule laid
down ; for, not to speak of the important part
he played in English ecclesiastical affairs,
England has the honour of being able to claim
him as Bishop of Carlisle,

It has only to be added that several passages
which, for the sake of brevity, were omitted in
the delivery of the Lectures, are here inserted in
their proper places,



THE BISHOP PADDOCK LECTURES

I¥ the summer of the year 1880, George A. Jarvis, of
Brooklyn, N.Y., moved by his scnse of the great good
which might thereby accrue to the canse of Christ, and
ta the Church of which he was an ever-grateful member,
gave to the General Theological Seminary of the Pro-
testant Episcopal Church certain securities, exceeding in
value eleven thousand dollars, for the foundation and
maintenance of a Lectureship in said seminary,

Out of love to a former pastor and enduring friend, the
Right Rev, Denjamin Henry Paddock, D.1,, Bishop of
Massachusetis, he pamed the foundation ¥ The DLishop
Paddock Lectureship.”

‘The deed of trust declares that—

¢ e suljectr of the lectures shall be sach as appertain to the
defence of the religion of Jesus Christ, as revealed in the Aoly
Hidle, and illustrated in the Soud of Cowmen Priaper, aguinst the
yarying errots of the doy, whether materialistie, rationalistic, or
professedly religions, and alsa to its defencs amd confirmation in
respect of such central truths as the Frinity, the dfonemens,
Justifeasion, and the fuspivation of the o of God; and of such
‘gentral facts az the Charch's DNedue Ovder gued Sacramieunis, hee
historical Aeforssaiion, amd her rhghts and powers as a pore
ond nmational Church, Awd other suljects mey be chosen
mnanimonsly approved by the Board of Appointment as being
both timely amd alse within the troe intent of this Lectureship,

. Under the appointment of the Board created by the
Trust, the Right Reverend John Dowden, D.D,, Bishop
of Edinburgh, delivered the Lectures for the year 18967,
trined in this volume.




