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PREFACE

THis essay had its origin in discussions with
members of the Workers’ Educational Associa-
tion, at a summer school held in Bangor. The
substance of these discussions was expanded
into a number of lectures which were given
in various parts of England and Ireland,
and the lectures have gradually iormed them-
selves into a rather loosely constructed essay.
In the present political storm many people
are sccking an anchorage for their minds in
the study of international relations. My
hope in publishing these lectures is that they
may help such students to gain clear ideas on
a few matters of fundamental importance.

I have kept as far as possible to broad
lines of thought, avoiding details and digres-
sions which might tend at the same time to
accuracy and to confusion. 5o, for example,
in my brief survey of the Mercantile System
no attempt is made to trace the gradual
changes in mercantilist doctrines : the decline
of the bullionist principle, and the consequent



