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MEMOIR

JOHN JOSEPH HENRY, .

BY HIS GRANDSON.

Joha Jeweph Henry, the author of the Campaign agsinst Quebec, was
born at Lancaster, Pennsylvanis, on the 4th of November A D. 1758,
His ancestors came to Penmylvania with the ot great wave of Scotch-
Frigh immigration. His father, William Henry, in a brief memoir of him-
elf, written in the German tongus # few weeky before bis death, says :

%] way born May 1gth, r7ag. My grandparents on my fathet'y side
tame fram Seorland, and on my mother's side were descendanty of French
refogees. My parents on both sides came from Irelsnd to Peonsylvacia
and were married in this country, My father was 2 Presbyterian and my
tother a member of the Church of England, but a2 there was then no
Anglican chureh in Pennsylvania the whole family felt drawn to join the
Prethyterians, "

Robert Henry, the Scottish grandfather, with his wife Mary and their
three sons John, Robert and James, arived in the Delawar: in 1723, He
settled In the pleasant valley of Doa Run in the wide county of Chester
and there, in 1735, he and his wife coded their pllgrimages on the ame
day nnd were buried together at the historic Octorara Meeting House.

Of the three som James died enrly leaving a single child who did ot
survive infancy, and Robert, following the current of Scotch-Trieh emigra-
tion went into the valley of Virginia where he left many sona and daoghters,
apd they many descendants.

Johin Henry married the daughter of Hugh De Vinney, one of the Ha-
guenoty of the Pequea valley. He remained upon and added to the lands

¥ This sistement fs oot srictly accamie. There was mare than soe Anglcan church
im the viciaity of Philadelphia previcualy to rpas.
1
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iv. Memaoir.

of bis father, but dying in middle life hiz family, consisting of five sona and
seversl daughters, was in the language of the memair * entirely scatrered,™

William Heory, the cldest of the sons, then in his fifteenth year, was
sent ta Lancaster to learn the trade of gunamith with Matthew Roeser.

Lancaster county had been set off from the vart county of Chester in
17249 and itself inchaded “all and singular the lands within the provinee of
Peamavivania Iying 1o the porthward of Octorars ereek and to the westward
of a line of marked trees running from the north branch of Octorara creck
narthessterly to the river Schuylefll."  Lancaster, the county weat, was Taid
out by James Hamilzon, afterwards governor of Peansylvania, in 1728,
and was in 1745 2n active and prosperous town with sbout two thousand
iphabiranty,

Emigrants in large oumbers and in some cases-in organized bodies, from
Ireland, Scotland, France, Germany and Switeeriand, bad puared into the
fertile wilderness of southern Peaneylvania. Flving for the moet part from
-orppressive land lawe or from religions persecution they broughs with them
their clergy, their school masters and their books and that intensity of fRith
and purpose which bad sent them forth to found new homes azross the t=a.
Lancaster, gitoated in the midst of 2 great walley of nnsarpassed fertility

soon became oot only che seat of an scHive commerce and manufactyre
connected with the Indian trade but the home of many men well colti-
vated in the learning of the day, eapecially in it thenlogical departments.

Willlam Henry poasessed in full measure the porfervid Imaginadion of his
‘yace, and ar early age turned his thooghts vpon those great religious ques-
tions wiich are sa seldom solved by ratiocination. He reils the szory of
his spiritual experiences st length in his memair, but it i enough to =y
that he did not find the peace he sought, till middle life, when In 1763
be and his wife joined themselves to the Moravians, then known only a3
the Chureb of the United Brethren,

His work in worldly matters prospered, however, for like many of his
race he was prudent i action, though specalative in thought. He became
early the head of @ large establishment for the manufacture of armi and
equipments for the Indian trade. In 7754 be wes appointed armorer for
the troops collecting in Virginia for Braddock™s expadition, and in 1757
be was, with apparent reluctance, called agaln to go to Virginia sz * gon
contractor for the whole army.™

. From this time forward he was much cngaged In public affairs, especially
in those which relsted to the Iadian tribes. Pesscsing the confidence both

of the whites and the Indlans, be was able torender easential service in the




Memoir. V.

iettlement of many of the questions which arose between the races. The
Dielaware bero, Koquethagachton or White Eyes, and his successor Gelele-
mend or Lesder ealled Killbuek by the whites, were among his friends,

Between bim and the lateer the tie of friendship was 30 strong that in
1784, after the Delaware custom, they agreed to exchange names, Geleles
mend, 3 few years later, was baptized by the Moravians as William Henry
and his descendants in Faivfield, Canada, sill bear the name and claim
kinship with the posterity of their anceasor's friend. :

When the dispotes between the coloniea and the crown grew serious,
Willlam Henry, thowgh a magistrate under the proprictary government,
gave his support with characterietic ardor to the caute of the patriots, His
activity and vigor were conspiceous during the war of the revolution. Hia
factory wax busy in che making of arme and he himaelf =0 deputy
commisgary general, exercited freely the almost unlimieed anthority
given him by Washington, in the marcter of raising supplies for che
army. After the termination of the war he was called to Al 2 namber of
poste of homor and responsibiliey, Tt will smsm strange to ue, when the
holding of a plarality of offices is defmed an abuse, chat at the time of his
death in 1786, he was 3 judge of the court of commen pless, 3 member
of the pener3] congress, and the trespurer of Lancaster county; and what
may seem etranger still his wife, Aone Heary, succeeded him in the lagt
affice and continued to fill it with entire acceptation for many yeara and
nearly tp to the time of her own decease.

Juhn Joweph Henry grew op in troublons times.  In early childhood he
and his elder brother William Henry, the younger, were witnetses of the
Pextang mammcre. Hie own recollection was only of the hurrying and
shouts of men, the firing of gons and the retrest st a gallop of those who
bad slain the helpless prisoners.  His brother, two years his senior, was
able, huwever, in later years to give a vivid account of the slaughter | Hecke-
wielder’ s Narrariwe, p.78). Sereanvus efforts were made to bring the murderers
to trizl by Willlam Henry and others, but the srate of fesling on what was
then the frontier, was such chat no success followed thelr efforta, Ewven
the detachment of Highlanders quartered in the town at the time would do
nathing to stay the carnage or arrest the perpetrators of it.

Judge Heary was accustorned to say, latein lifs, that he had watched the
careers of all of those lawless men who had murdersd the Conestogas, and
that the retribution which man denied had been awarded by Providence,
for that nearly all of them died viclent deaths, Tradition el that the
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vi. Memair.

last of them broke his neck by falling from & loaded wagon near bis own
house.

As young Henry grew towards manhood the murterings of the revolutions
ary atorm were in the air, He drank in the pasions of the time with
eager apirit and with parencal precept and exampls to juatify him, gave up
his whole heart to the sirife, He had besn sent in 1772, with hls unele
John Heory, who wae i ganemith nd Indian trader, to the remote frontier
poat of Detroir. Returning the next year op foot with a single guide, wha
died in the wildernssa, he found bin way after moch suffering to the housa
of his relative General John Gibson, who dwslt st Logstown on the Chhio.
He was kindly received by (General Gibson and when restored to health
wad sant forward by him o his home in Lancaster,

General Gibeon was himself one of the leading men of the frontier. Hea
it wasto whom the Mengwe chief, Logan, addressed the speech which Jeffer-
won, in his Neesr on Firginiz, has made immeortal. He wss 3 brother
of Colenel Geerge Gibson, who was mortally wounded at Sz Clair's de-
fear, Col. Gibson was the father of the late Hon, Jobn Bannister Gibson,
chisf justics of Pennsylvania,

The Gibasns were 2]l men of foree of character combined with a gay
humar. The story & told of Calonel Gibson thar a coople of days after
the defeat, whilst the army was still in great paril, as he Iay in hie roogh
shelter in the forest, his nephew, Licatenant Slouph of Lancaster, who had
been slightly wonnded in the azm, but bad lent bis blanker to hiy uncle, ame
to demand its return, saying that he had leave to go home to see his facher
and mother. The dying man furned to him with a emile and said “rake
it Jake, and go home and howor your father and mother that your days
may be long in the Jand. ™

William Henry had designed that his sons William and John Joseph
sheuld fllow bis own avecation. The former acceded to his father's wishes
and was the second in 2 line of prosperows malkers of arms extending to the
present day. But when the command was laid on the younger son to
enter the factory he so far disoheyed it a8 to incur the seriouws displeasure of
iy father, Mot long after the question betwepn them was scttled by the
outhreale of the war. In 1774 the quareel bstween the colonies and Eng-
land waa probably pase cure, Both sides were making ready for the conflict.

It southern Peansylvenia the dour frontiersmen might differ as to the
murder of Indian prisoncrs but they were of cne mind as to fighting the
British. They or their ancegtors bad fied across the pcsan from the tyran-
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mical land and church laws of England and they woold resist to the death
4 new oppression in America.

In the spring of 1775 two companies of riflemen were enlicted at the
first tap of the dram for the army before Bowton—one from the cosnty
af Cumberland under Captain Wiltiam Hendricks, the other from Lancaster
county under Caprain Matthew Smith. Young Henry, by this time a tall
and hardy youth, well skilled in the wse of the rifle and the ways of the
forest, joined the latter without the knowiedge of his father, His good
maother, however, whogs patriotisen may have becn a shade ioie prodent
than that of her Bushand, war made the confidante of hly Intention and
gave her consent ta 2 act which was but the nateral corollay of heg
own teaching. She made with her own hands in sscret his riflemany
gniferm, if such it could be called, consisting as he himself oeils of leggings,
moccasing and & deep ash colored honting shict.

When the day of departure came and the company was draws wp for
Inapeceinn before starting, his father paraed along the line but did oot recog-
nize his own son in the wall rifleman on izt right,

‘The story of the campaign so well told by himself nesds not to be re-
bearsed here. It is enough to say that he came home in the fall of 1976,
apparently in health but with the seeds of dizesse desply planted in his
comutftation.  In A fow weeks after chis, he rells us, © a slight cald caught
while ekating on the Suiquebannah or hunting the wild torkey among the
Kittatinny mountaing, put anend to all his visionary schemes of ambition."”
The scuzvy, from which be suffered in the prison ar Quebec, sttacked with
terrlble force the knee which had been injured ar che ssaavlt. The zoint
becams the seat of wiolent inflammation, disease of the bone followed and
when two years afterwards he left his couch it was cnly to walk with a
crateh throogh Iife,  Some good, however, came out ofve moch evil, The
house of William Henry had long been the resurt of the educared men of
the Lancsster community and of such strangers ay vigiced the place. Dur-
ing cherevolution the leading men of the day found quarters there, Franlelia,
Rillﬂ'libmt' Paine and others were AMOnE his Euestd. {Mﬂrlhﬂ:'l fxﬁ:[
pawimn.)  The Juliana Bbrary founded in 1750, po cailed from Lady Julizna
Penn, wife of Thomas Penn and daughter of the Earl of Pomifret, was kept
there, Constant access to books with sbundant leinure to read them and
the society of the foremott men of the time made up for 2 somewhar de-
sultory early training and probably detcrmined his ultimaste choice of the
law a1 his profession.



