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PREFACE.

THE object of this book is twofold: first, to give an ac-
curate picture of the German school eystem, especially
that of Prussia, which wss foremost in establishing a
school system thorough in all respects; and secund, to draw
lesaona from the same which can be applied in the Ameri-
can schools and for the improvement of her achool eystems.
In order to obtain relisble information concerning the
(erman schools it became necessary to examine a vast
literature, aa there is no single book in (lerman giving a
complete pieture of the school system, and this would still
leave many questions unsettled to the foreign student.
Therefore it became necessary to study the subject on the
ground where snswers and explsnations could be obtained
from school officiale and teachers. This study began
twelve years ago, and four of these years have been spent
in Germany., Access to the public libraries, and also to
the private libraries of school men, together with the ad-
vice and assistance of many eminent teachers, have been of
utmost value to me in securing correct data and in reaching
aheolute facta.

Not less important was the sctual inspection of schools,
and this has been made in all parts of Germany; institn-
tions of all kinds have been vigited, from the school in the
lonely village, where perhaps a single teacher ingtructs a
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iv Preface.

hundred children, to the most complete school eystem of
the largest city, and from the common school to the gym-
nasinm and university. Uniform courtesy has ever been
shown, and the achool officiala and teachers have never
failed to give me an opportunity not only to see actual
work, but also to obbain correct information concernimg
the schools.

In regard to the sscond motive, that of suggesting re-
forms in the American schools, I trust no ome will think
that I believe in bodily transporting the German school
system to American soil. Thers are cortain reforms needed,
and the sooner we recognize the fact and set about their
introduction, the better for onr schools and for the canse
of education. 'Wa should be ready to learn from any and
every source; and if Germany hss anythiog good that we
can apply, prejudice should not prevent its application.
That Germany haa some good things entirely applicable to
our gonditions, I believe these pages will show. The ob-
jeet iz not to improve the (terman schools, therefore their
defects—and they have serious defecta—will not be given
prominence.

I do not expect that all American educators will agree
with me in the manmer of applying the lessons from Gler-
many, nor in the manner of securing the reforms, though
all will agree that such reforms are neceseary. Experience

“in schools of all kinds in America leads me to believe that

my plan is practieable. But if these suggestions shall
awaken discussion and oriticiem, and thereby lead some-
body else to propose a better plan which may be adopted,
my end will be reached. The main end iz the reforms
sought, and if that end is reached I shall be satiafied.

I wish hereby to express my appreciation of most valn-
able sssistance from the following gentlemen: Dr. Bosse,
Minister of Education; Herr von Weyranch, under-Secre-
tary of State; Geheimrat Prof. Bertram, superintendent
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of the common echools of Berlin; Relctors Bablich, Lincke,
Brunslow, Schmidt, and Bellardi, principals of Berlin
achoole; and especially from Herr Robert Biegert, instrne-
tor of drawing in the Royal Art School, Berlin. Believing
that wo have most to learn from the common echools of
(lermany, the discussion is limited to them.

Lev: SERLEY.
BraTe NoBMaL BoEoOL,
Trenton, N. J., Jen,, 1806,






SCHOOL SYSTEMS OF GERMANY.

CHAPTER L
INTRODUCTION,

Tas (Jerman common schools have long been celabratad
for their efficiency and thoronghnesa. They have steadily
improved from the time of their organization until the
present, and although other nations have also improved
their school systems, Germany, it is conceded, still continues
in the lead.{” The three most important lessons Taree most
tanght the World by Germany are: 1, that all jmpreant
teachers must be professionally trained and lessons from
therefore have a professional standing; 2, that **™™
they must receive permanent appointments; and 3, that
children of lawful school age must attend school every day
of the year that it is in seasion, the parenis being held
accountable for such attendance.»

All of these propositions are practically snd successfully
worked out in Germany, aa later pagea will show, Almost
sg successfully have the same ideas been copied
by Norway, Swedsh, Denmark, Holland, Bel- [» %ther
ginm, Austria, and other countries. Awmstria
turned the crushing defeat of Sadowa in 1866 into better
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10 School Systems of Germany.

than victory in that it opened her eyes to the necessity of
better schools, and led to the adoption practically of the
school eystem of Prussia. Even France, after her humilis-
tion of 1870, learned the lemson from Germany that to
have better soldiers she mmust have better schools, and be-
gan immediately to establish a school system in some
respects better than thst of her enemy, which is having
wonderfnl effect upon the nation. America too has been
benefited by a study of the German schools, and by the
sdoption of many ideas from them. The teachings of
Pestalozzi, Froebel, Diesterweg, Francke, and Herbart,
have exerted & wide influence, and are continuing to do so.
But we fully believe that far more yet remaina for us to
learn which can be applied successfully to our conditions
and will prove & great blessing to our land.

The two grest things that America needs in her school
pystem are: 1, professionally trained teachers given fixed
places as soon as they have fulfilled rigid re-
quirements as to fitness; and 2, compulsory
America education, for every day the school is in session,

for not lees than seven years.

The gquestion of professionally trained teachera is of far
more importance than that of methods, aa s properly
trained teacher will settle the question of methods to snit
hie own individuality after having learned the principles
which nunderlie all methods. The appointment for indefi-
nite periods would largely remove the schools from politics,
a8 the few appointments to be made from year to year
would leave comparatively little patronage for the politi-
cisn to distribute and would therefore destroy his bansful
infiuence.

The second great need is compulsory education, not an
sbortive effort to secure attendance for a quarter or & half
of the school year, but for all of the year. For s quarter
of & century efforts have been made in different Stajes of

Two great
things
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the Union to secure regular school attendance, but not
with anything like complete snccess. Failure has arisen
from the incompleteness in the requirementa of laws
passed, France has adopted within ten years both of the
above requirements, and her schoola have attained & great
degree of efficiency, her teachers are all trained and her
children all attend school regularly, a result which after
half a century of effort we have not yet reached.
Surely the conditiope in the Republic of the
United States are not less favorable nor the government
lesa strong than in the Bepublic of France ! Both of the
above questions are disemssed at lemgth in later chapters
and stresa laid upon their importance.

In order to understand the German school system, it is
necesaary that its historical development should be studied.
This history is fruitful of suggestions. They show nof
slone the difficulties that had to be overcome, the influ-
ences that were set at work, and the great value of the
schools to the nation; they also disclose the way in which
other nations may improve their school systems vaine of a
and through them assurs their intellectual amd stedy of dt"
material presperity. Others may thus learn m“"“
from the experience of Germany, avoiding the edweatiom.
errors she has made and profiting by her successes. The
study of her school government, of her course of study, of
her teachers and the manner of training them, of the schools
themselves and the end they seek to reach, will afford
sbundant material for thought, awaken discuesion, and
stimulate earnest effort for educatiomal advancement.
Apctivity in these directions can only result in good. We
possess & great advantage over Qermany in that
we ars not bonnd by unbending regulations, ssvestage
controlled by nnprogressive econservatiem, and over
loaded down with traditions which resch far ™
backdnto the past. On the other hand new ideas sre gladly

France.



