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INTRODUCTION

To TEE REVISED EDITION FRINTED 1x 1809,

Sixce the printing of the Book of Discipline,
about twenty-four years have clapsed ; during which -
period, the new regulations which have taken place
have rendered it an imperfect collection of the rules
of the Society; and, the Book being out of print,
the Yearly Meeting committed the revisal of our
Discipline to the Meeting for Sufferings, in 1807,
which meeting having with care and diligence com-
pleted the said revisal, and laid it before the Yearly
Meeting, in the sixth month, 1%09; this body
adopted the following as the Discipline of the So-
ciety, and directed the same to be printed, in
order :(— -

1st. That every gquarterly and monthly meeting
may be furnished with a fair and correct colleetion
of the minutes and advices which have been agreed
to, for regulating the affairs of the Society.

2dly. “That these minutes and advices, being
more generally received, may be more uniformly
observed and put in practice; that order, unity,
peace and harmony, may be preserved throughout
the churches.”

8dly. «That, in an especial manner, the youth
of the present time and of succeeding generations,
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v INTRODUCTION.

may not only be early and more fully instrncted in
our religious principles, but in the nature and de-
gign of our Christian discipline; and, through
divine assistance, be enabled to adorn our holy pro-
fession, by a consistent conduct and circumspect
couversation in all godliness and honesty; thereby
avoiding the reproach which some, throngh a defec-
tion in principle, or a degeneraey in practice, have
brought upon themselves, and the body of which
they profess to be members.”

4thly. #That the unfaithful, the immoral, and
the libertine professors, may be seasgnably remind-
ed of their danger and of their duty, as well as of
the great labor, which, in much gospel love, hath
been from time to time bestowed for their help and
recovery ; and that such as continue to despise and
reject the convictions of truth, and the counsel of
their brethren, and refuse to be reclaimed, may be
made sensible that they themselves are the cause
of their separation from our religious fellowship and
communion,”

And, in order that these purposes may be more
fully answered, the following rules and regulations
are, on due consideration, recommended to the ob-
servance of friends, overseers and meetings. In the
exercise of this discipline, care, persuasion and gen-
tle dealing, ought to be our practice; laboring, in
love and meekness, to bring such as transgress to a
sense of their error. But if any cannot be re
claimed, by our Christian endeavors, the extent of
our judgment and proceedure is, the disowning of
such to be of our communion. And as this author-
ity end practice is Christian, so it is laudable and



INTRODUCTION. v

reasonable in society; and as it is attended to, in
uprightness and singleness of heart, it will tend to
promote the good and welfare of the Church, and
to unite in a care and concern for the oversight one
of another, that all may endeavor to walk decently,
humbly, and honestly, and be of one mind, as be-
comes the servants and followers of our Hely Lord
and Law-GGiver; and to practice that commendable
order, ever nccessary in the Christtan Church,
agreeably to that injunction of our blessed Lord,
Matt. xviii. 15, 16, 17. “Moreover, if thy brother
shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his faunlt
between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee,
thou hast gained thy brother. DBut if he will not
hear thee, then take with thee one or two more,
that in the mouth of two or thiee witnesses, every
word may be established. And if he shall neglect
to hear them, tell it unto the ¢hurch: but if he
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as
an heathen man, and a publican.”

This order is also enjoined by that eminent apos-
tle, Paul, in his epistle to the Phillippians, iv. 8:
* ¥inally, brethren, whatsoever things are troe,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things
are lovely, whatscever things are of good report;
if there be any virtue, and if' there be any praise,
think on these things,” Now, whatsoever appears
in any contrary to these, may in general be said to
come under the notice of friends, overseers and
meetings.

And as it has been experienced, that in those
meetings great comfort and satisfaction have been




vi INTRODUCTION.

received and enjoyed, when the members have at-
tended them in awe, humility, and love, with no
other view than the honor of God, end the help
and assistance one of another, this meeting doth,
in brotherly love, exhort all friends carefully to
gather in uprightness and singleness of heart, suita-
ble to our calling, and the dignity of that Power
which will preside and gevern in all our meetings,
as we meekly abide under its holy influence. This
will divest us of partiality, and stiffness of opinion,
and all high thoughts of ourselves, and lead into
patience and condescension, according to that dee-
laration of our blessed Lord, «He that is greatest
among you, shall be your servant.”

It ia to be ohserved, that the detes mt the end of the min-
utes and advices, denofc the years in which they were issucd
by the yearly meeting from the records of which they were
taken.

The book is bound with blank leaves, for the purpose of
maling fature additions, which are to be ineerted in the man-
ner which may be directed by the yearly meeting, No other
additions are to be made.
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Accounts, to be frequently settled, poges 119, 143,

Acknowledgments, how to ba recelved, 98.

Administrators. See Orphens, Wills, &e. 104.

Apparel.. Boe Plainness, 110,

APPRALS, mode of proeeeding in, 1.

Apprentices. Bee Parents and Guardizns, 108.

AnprTeation, 8. TFriends refusing to submit differences to
arbitration, to be testified against, 4. Method of procoed-
ing to be observed in arbitretion, 7. Not to trouble minis-
tering friends with, 4. See Low, 54.

Arma, sog War, 144,

Auditors, to settle accounts, to be eppointed by each monthly
meeting, 114. Bee Stock, 186.

Awnards, friends refusing to comply with, to be disowned, &,

Assistance, of puperior meetings, tc be spplied for and af-
forded, 44.

Bankruptey. Bee Trade, 138,

Backbiting to be avoided, 34.

Bible. Bee Scriptures, 129,

Births. See Records, 122.

Books. Regulations respecting the printing, 9, end distribu-
tion of, 10. Advice agninst remding impropsr books, 9.
Advice to booksellers, 10. PBonk of Discipling to be present
at meetings of business, and to be read when solid friends
advise to it, 99. Books of ‘records to heve alphebets, 128,

Brriazs, 11. Bes Records, 122. PBurial Grounde, 12.

Business. Those who lsunch into, beyond their ahility to
manage in the truth, to be timely labered with, 140,
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CE:H.'IIHCATEE: Such as remove to have them, 124, ——of
ministers who travel, to be called for, 81. To be granted
to ministers with c¢antion, B4. Certificate in the case of
marriage, 2, 84. Bee Hecords, 122, See Hemovals and
scttlements, 124.

Charities. See Queries, 120.  See Wills, &c. 104. Bee Lib-
erality to the Poor, 56.

Critnmex, 13. To be restrained, 48. To be brought up in a
diligent attendance of meetings, 72. Bee Books, 9. Educa-
tion, 47. Plainness, 110. Records, 122. Schools, 127.
Beriptures, 129. To be admitted members, at the discretion
of monthly meetings, 15.

Cnkinr. Faith in him exhorted $o, &c., 72. Books tending
to lesson the true faith in Christ to be discouraged, 9.

Committee, to havo the eare of marriages, 62,

Civin (FOYERNMEKT, 16. Advice to friends respecting theiy
conduet towards those in suthority, 16, Advies against ac-
cepting offices, 19—and clecting [riends thereto, 19.

Clerk, of the yearly meeting, how to be chosen, 151.

Commerce. Hee Trade, 159,

Collections. See Btock, 156.

Coxvoucr and CoxvERSATION. Uenersl advices relating to, 21.

Confroversies, Bec Appeals, 1. Arbitrations, 3.

Cowvisoen Persoxs, to be visited, 23. How to be initisted,
23. .

Correspondence, Bee Meeting for Bufferinge, 69,

CovEToUsNEES, 26. Buch a8 covet to he rich warned a,gn.i::st,
26,

Customs, Duties, and Fxeise, friends cautioned ageinst the
non-peyment of, 18, The unfaithful to be testified against,
19. Bee Queries, £19.

Da¥as and Trwes, 27. Advice ageinst the suparstitions ob-
servance of, and giving improper names to, 20.

Dealing, mode of, 96—098. 8ee Discipline, &c. 40.

Debte, Those deficient in the payment of, to be labored with,
119. No distinetion to be made in the payment of, whether
Ey endorsement or otherwise, 143,

Deraxariox and Drreacrion, #3. Mode of proceeding



