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Constitution of The General Convention of

the Christian Church

ArrticLe 1, NAME.
This organization shall be ealled The General
Convention of the Christian Churech.

ArTicie Il Punrose,

The cobject of this Convention shall be to
maintain and promote the charitable, religious,
missionary, educational, and publishing enter-
prises of the Christian Church, and to exercise
such power as has been cranted to it by the
laws under which it has been ineorporated and
by its charter.

Arricre 111, MEMBERSHIP,

The membership of this Convention shall be
as Tollows:

Seetion 1. The members of the General
Board shall be members of the General Con-
vention during their term of office.

Section 2. Each loeal conference, except
those of the Seuthern Christian Convention,
which is itself so entitled, may be represented
by ita prezident, and by one minister and one
layman for each seven hundred members er
major fraction thereof, provided that no econ-
ference shall be deprived of representation by
one minister and one layman in addition to its
president,

Section 3. Presidents of state associzations
or conferences and of regional conventions,
auxiliary to the Convention or eoc-operating
with it. shall be membera of the Convention.

Seetion 4, The Afro-Christian Convention
may be represented by its president, seeretary,
and three elected delegates,

Articte IV, OFFICERS.

Section 1, The officers of this Convention
shall be a president, a vice-pr t, a pecre-
tary, a treasurer, and the members of the
boards provided for in Article V. The same
person may be elected secretary and treasurer.

Section 2. The officers shall assume the
duties of their respective offices at the elose of
the session at which Lhey are eiected and serve
for a torm of four years and until their sue-
ecessors are elected and qualified, provided that
saiaried officers shall assume the duties of their
respective offices on the first day of January
following their election,

ArTICLE V. Boarns.

The Convention shall include the followinz
boards: Missions, Christian Edueation, Publi-
cations, Evangelism and Life Service, and
Finance.

ARTICLE VI, DuUTIES 0F OFFICERS.

Section 1. President., It shall be the duty
of the prezident to preside at the meetings of
the General Convention, of the General Board,
and of the Executive Committee; to authenti-
cate by his signature all official papers of the
Convention ; to call meotings of the Executive
Committee when in his judgment such meet-
ings are necessary or when requested to do
50 by three members of the Committee ; to issue
the official calla for meetings of the General
Convention and of the General Board: to
represent the Church at interdenominational
gatherings: and to perform such other duties
a3 may be required of him.

Section 2. Vice-president. The vice-presi-
dent shall preside in the absence of the presi-
dent, In ecase of a vacancy in the office of
president, the vice-president shall become presi-
dent for the unexpired term.

Section 3. Seerctary, The secretary shall
keep a full and accurate record of the pro-
eecdings of the General Convention, of the
General Board, and of the Exceutive Coms
mittee.  He shall be the statistician of the
Church and the editor of The Christian Annual
and of such other publications as may be
assigmed to him, He shall promote the inter-
ests of the churches, eonferences, and conven-
tions in every way. He shall perform such
other duties as may be required of him.

Section 4. Treasurer, The treasurer ghall
be the custodian of the funds of the Conven-
tion and of its boards and departments not
otherwise provided for. Permanent and other
available funds shall be invested in interest
hearing securities under the direction of the
Board of Finanee. The treasurer’s records
shall indieate clearly and definitely the various
funds to which monies belong, All undesignated
funds shall be paid out under the direction of
the Ceneral Board.

Article VIL  Boaro or Missrons,

Section 1. The Board of Missions shall in-
clude the department of Home Missions nnd
Church Extension and the department of For-
eign Missions. The Board shall elect a presi-
dent, a recording secretary, and other necessary
officers ; shall have charge of the invested mis-
sion funds including real estate ; and shall have
the weneral oversight of the mission program
af the Convention,

Section 2. The department of Home Mis-
sions and Church Extension shall be composed
of six meombers, one of whom shall he the
executive secretary and be known as the See-
retary of Home Missions. The department shall
eleet a  president, a recording seeretary, and
other necessary officers, and shall have the gen-
eral management of the home mission and
chureh extension program of the Convention.

Section 3. The department of Foreign Mis-
sions shall be composed of six members, one
of whem shall be the exceutive seeretary and
be known as the Seeretary of Foreign Missiona.
The department shall elect a president, a re-
cording secretary, and other necessary officers,
and shall have the general management of the
foreign mission program of the Convention,

ArticLe VIII. Boarp oF CHmsTiaN Envcation.

Section 1. The Board of Christian Educas
tion shall be composed of twelve members, one
of whom shall be the executive secretary and
shall be known as the Secretary of Christian
Edueation, The Board shall slect a president,
recording  seeretary, and other necessary
officers, shall have charge of all the Convention
interests connected with Christian edueation,
shall survey, outline, promote, and direct a
full program of Christian education and train-
ing for Christian life and service reaching
from cur homes through our churches, com-
munities, schools, and colleges, and shall fra-
ternally co-ocperate with similar departments In
other denominations, and with organizations
having similar objectives.

Bection 2. The equities of the General Con-
vention in the institutions of learning of the
Christinn Church, not otherwise provided for,
shall be vested in the Board of Christian Edu-
cation, and said Board shall at all times take
such steps as shall be necessary to safeguard
such equities.
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Amrrcie IX.  Roarp oF PURLICATIONS.

The Board of Publications shall be eomposed
of mine members, one of whom shall be the
execulive scerctary and shall be known as the
Seerctary of Publications, The Board shall
elect a  president, a recording eceretary, and
othor necessary officore.  The personnel of the
Board of Publications and of the Board of
Trustees of The Christian Publishing Asso-
ciation shall be the same. The Board shall
have the general manasement of the publish-
inz interests of the Convention.

Arricie X. DBoary oF EVANGELISM
AND LIFE SERVICE,

The Board of Evangelism and Life Service
shall be composed of six members, one of whom
shall be the execentive secretary anid be known
as the Seeretary of Evangelism and Life Serv-
ioe,  The Board shall elect a president, s re-
cording seoretary, and other necessary officers,
anid shall have the seneral management of the
prozram of evangelism and  enlistment  for
Christian serviec,

Arrcee X1, Boarn or Frwawce,

The Board of Finance shall be composed of
seven members, one  of whom shall be the
executive secretary and be known as the Sec-
yetary of Finance. The Board shall elect

csident, n recording  scerctary, and oth
vy officers,” and shall have the gencral
manazement of the finaneial program of the
Convention.

Articie XII, GENERAL Boamb.

Scetion 1. The General DRoard shall be com-
pozed of the oflicers of the General Conven-
tion, the editor or editors of The Herald of
Gospel Liberty, the editors, managers, amd ad-
minisirative or field seeretaries clected or ap-
proved by the General Board, the presidents of
the Institutions of learning endorsed hy the
Convention or recognized as ecoperatine with
it, and the president of the Woman's Mission
Eoard.

Seetion 2. The General Board, when in
seszion, shall perform ad interim the duties
of the ral  Convention ; nominate to the

Board of Trustees of The Christian Publishinge
Assoviation the editor or editors of The Herald
of Gospel Liberty: cleet the editor or itors
af The Christinn Missionary; fill vacaneics in
the offiec of the Convention not otherwise
provided for: reccive and review at the an-
nual mecting the prozrams and reports of the
varions hoards and departments, including their
budwets, with power Lo dircet any board or de-
partment to readjust ite program and Tardret
wherpver necessary to fit into the whole seheme
af the Chnreh's activities: nominate the neces-
sary number of trustees of Defiance Collewe as
provided by its charter ; and transaet such
other hisiness as may properly he done by snch
. bhoard.

Soction 3.

The president, vi

—president. and
3 -nvention shall he

Ic resident, and secrefary Te-
appetively of the weral Poad,

Seetion 4. The General Board shall meet ait
the enll of the president not later than thirty
days after the close of the quadrennial ses-
siom nf the General Convention and anooadly
thoreafior on the third Thursday of October.
When neeessary, the time of the annual meet-
ingg may be changzed by the Executive Commit-
toe

Seetion 5. The Ceneral Board may adont
such rorualations and by-laws for its povern-
ment as mav he neeessary, such reeulations
and h-lnws hoine in eonformity with the Con-
stitution and By-laws of the General Comven-
tion.

Anmicre XIIT. Executive COMMITTEE.

Soetion 1. The Exceutive Committee shall
o composed of the president, viec-president,
seevetary, and treasurer, of the General Cone
vention, and the secrietaries of Home Missions,
Porcign Missions, Christian Edueation, Publi-
entiong, Evangelism and  Life Service, and
Finanoe,

Seetion 2, The Exceutive Committee shall
constitute the Board of Trustees of the Gen-
eral Convention and shall control and conduct
the eorpornte powers, business, and property
of the General Convention,

Seclion 3. The Executive Committee shall
be the executive agency of the General Board
amd shall hove such powers and duties as may
be assigned to it by the General Board or the
General Convention.  The Exeeutive Committes
shall perform ad interim the duties of the Gen-
eral Convention when the General Board is not
in session,

Section 4. The Executive Committee shall
mest on eall of the president or of a three
members, The president and the soerctary of
the General Board shall be the president and
sepvetary rospectively of the Executive Come
mittee,

ARTICLE XTIV,

FrANKLINToN CUHRISTIAN
COLLEGE.

The Convention shall eleel seven persons who
¢hall  eonstitute the Board of Control of
Franklinton Christian College,  Said Board of
Control shall exercise the function of trastees
of said Collee and shall be responsible for the
cificient manazement of the institution.

ARTICLE XV. MERTINGS.

The yegular sessions of the General Conven-
tion shall be held quadrennially in the month
of October, eonnting from the session of 1923;
Special sossions may be held at the eall of the
General Board.

ArTicLE XVI. AMENDMENTS.

This constitution may be amends] at any
session of the Convention by a two-thirds vote
of the members present and voting, provided
that 7 notiee of the proposed amendment shall

ve been published in The Herald of Gospel
Liherty sixty dayvs prior to the mecling of the
Convenlion ; or  without notice by a three-
fouithe vote of 1he members present and vot-
in.

ARTICLE XVIT

(On recommendation of the Committee on
Organization, Article XVIT was by unanimous
vote nddid to the sbove Constitution at Figua,
Ohio, October 28, 1928, as= follows) ¢

That the Constitution of The General Con-
vention of the Christian Church be, and the
same i, herchy amended by the addition of
Article XVIL whieh Article XVII shall con-
sist of the Plan of Union of the Congresa-
tiopal and Christian Churches ss adopted hy
The General Convention of the Christian
Chureh on  Friday, Oectober 25, 1929, the
different seetions of eaid plan to constitute
sections of Artiele XVIL and to be numbered
conseeatively in Arabic numerals instead of
Roman numerals as used in said Plan  of
Union, so that' said Article XVII shall read as
follows, to-wit: (Sce Plan of Union on pages
24-28.)

And, be it forther resolved, that all parts
and scetions of the Constitution and By-Laws
of The General Convention of the Christian
Church in eonflict with said Article XVII are
herchy repealed, or modified, to conform te the
provisions of said Article X V1L, whichever the
exigencies of the situation shall require.
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By-Laws of The General Convention of the Christian Church

By-Law I, NosiNATIONS AND ELECTIONS.

1, Thers shall be a nominating committes
of fiftcon members, appointal by the presi-
dent of the Geneval Convention, subjeet to the
approval of the Convention. The nominating
commitiee shall nominaie one person for each
offiee to be filled by the Convention, provided
that the Waoman's Mission Board shall have
the privilege of nominating one member of
the department of Home Missions and Chureh
Exlension wnd one member of the department
of Forcign Missions in liew of the nominations
of gaid memt by the nominating committee,
It shall be the duty of the Waman's
Board to ify its nominations to the Seer
tary of the Convention before the time set for
the election of officers.

2. Additional nominations may be made by
members of the Convention for all offices to
be filled by the Convention.

4. All officers not otherwise
shall be elected by the Convention by bhallot,
provided that the election may be viva voee
vole when there iz only one nomination for an
office, A majority of all votes east shall be
nevesaary for an election,

1. Im the election of the membors of the
various boards and departments, the Conwven-
tion shall designate the members who are to
serve s exceutive sceretaries of their respoee-
tive boards and departments. Exceutive soere-
taries may or may not be salaried officers of
their respective boards or depanriments.  In
case a board or department shall eleet a mem-
ber of the Board of Missions, Christian Fdu-
eation, Publicalions, or Evangelism and Life
Serviee az an administrative or ficld secrotary.
therehy crenting a vaennew, the vacancy shall
be filled by the General Toard,

By-Law II. Nouixatioy oF Emrors.

1. The Board of Missiong shall nominate the
wilitor or editors of The Christian Missionary.

2. The Board of Christian Education and
the Boanl of Publieations shall jointly homi-
nate to the Board of Trustees of The Christian
Publishing Association the editors of the edua-
cational publications, subject to the approval
of the General Beard.

By-Law III. INSTITUTIONS oF LEARNING,

The following institution of learn
endorsed by the Convention or reengnizod ss
co-onerating with i, namely:

Definnee Colleme, Defiance, Ohin,

Union Christian Colleme, Meram, Indiana.

Elnn College, Elon Colloe, North Carelina.

Palmer Callexe, Albany, Missouri,

Palmer ll!'ﬂltlltt—.‘)tarkc} Seminary,

mont, Now York.

Bethlchem Colleze

Franklinton Chr

North Carolina.
Kirton Hall, Toronte, Canada,
By-Law IV, Roxps oF OFFICERS,

All officers of the Convention and of the
boards  and departments who handle money
shall give bonds in such sams as the Board of
Finance shall require. The Boarl of Finanee
shall be respansible for the exocution of this
requirement.

Ev-Law V. FiscaL Yeae,

The fiseal year of the Convention shall hegin
with the first of Oectober,

BY-Law VI. CuURCIE YEAR,

The various interests of the Convention shall
receive gpeeial emphasis according to the fol-
lowing eslendar:

provided for

Lake-

Wadley, Alabama.
ian College, Franklinton,

a.  Duripg January, the General Convention
and (.‘hriﬁl.ian Union.

March, Forotgn

e, During J\ pril, Evinglism.
d, During May "and Jone, Hame Missions
and Church Fxtension,

vo During July, August, September, and
Oetober, Christinn BEdueation,
f. During Navember and Deeember, Stow-
wrdship and Social Scrviee,
By-Law WII, Boakn oF CURISTIAN
EnveaTeoN.
The presidents of Defiance College, Elon

Callege, Palmer College, and Hethlehem College
shall be ox officic members of the Board of
Christian Edueatfon,
By-Law VIIL Boarn oF FINANCE

The president, viec- tdent, pecretary, and
treasurer of the Genernl Convention shall be
v officio members of the Board of Finance,
The wother members of this Board shall be
cleeted by the General Board at its first meet-
ime after the gquadrennial session of the Con-
vention,

By-Law IN, TUREAU oF STEWARDSHIP
AND Promotion

The General Board shall elect three persons
whao shall constitute the Burenu of Stewardship
amd Promaotion,

By-Law X. BUReaUr oF Social. SORVICE,

The Geneval Board shall cleet three persons
who shall eonstitute  the Burean  of  Soeial
Serviee,

STATISTICIAN,

iy “the Jonvention shall be
the statistician of the Charch and shall keep
a complete record of the memborship of the
entire Church by eonventions and conferences,
These  records shall be revised annually and
all reports of  committess  amnd  commissions
made to or in the name of the General Con-
vention, inchuling statizst shall be read and
appraovedd by  the statist n  before heing
printed or made public in any way,

By-Law XII.  ANNITAL AND QuaDm

REeroRTS.

The president. secretary, and troasurcr of the
Convention, and all  hoards, departmonts,
buresus, and permanent committees shall make
to the General Hoard annoal reports of their
activitivs du the previons vear and their
programs  amd budzets for the cnsuing yoear,
These reports shall be sufficiently detailed and
complete ta wive the Gemerad Board adequate
information concerning the aetivitics and pro-
grams of the entire Church.

These officors, boards, departments, burcsus,
wnd o mnent committecs shall report quads
rennially to (he General Convention.

By-Law XIII, RuLes oF ORpzg,

The rules comigined in dobort’s Rules of
Order, latest. revised edition, shall govern the
Convention, its boards and dvpﬁn‘.mcnl& in all
eages to which they are applieable and in which
they are not inconsistent with the constitution,
by-laws, and speeial rales of ordor of the Cone
vention,

The

NIAL

By-Law XTV. INELIGIBILITY.
Na person shall be eligible to serve on any
two of the following boards, namely: Missions,
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Christian Education, Publications, and Evan-
ism and Life Serviee,
By-Law XV. AMENDMENTS,
These by-laws may be amended at any ses-
sjon of the General Convention by the vote of

The General Convention

two-thirds of the members present and voting.
By-Law XVI. BUREAU oF MINISTERIAL SUPPLY,

The General Board shall elect three persons
who shall constitute the Bureau of Ministerial
Supply.

of the Christian Church

Officers, Boards, Bureaus, Commissions and Committees

OFFICERS
President, Rev. F. G, Coffin, D. D,
Columbusg, Ohio.
Vice-President, Tev, D. B. Atkinson,

D, D, Albany, Mo.

Secretary, Hev. Warren H. Denison,
Iy, I», Dayton, Ohio.

Treasurer, Mr. J. L. Reck, Covington,
Ohio,

Seerciary of Home Missions, Rev. A.
W. Sparks, Dayton, Ohlo.

Secretary of Foreign Missions, Rev, W,
P, Minton, D, D, Dayton, Ohio.

Secretary of Christian Fdueation, Pres.
W. A. Harper, E A

Seceretary of Pub
Sims, Pigua, Ohilo.

Secreiary of Evangellsm and Life Serv-
ice, Rev. McD, Howsare, D, D, Day-
ton, Ohio

Seeretary of Finanee, Rev. Warren H.
Irenison, Iy, 13, Dayton, Ohio.

FEXKCUTIVE COMMITTER

The above officers constitute the Ex-
ecutive eommittes.
THE GENERAL BOARD OF THE

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

The Board of Missions,

The Board of Christian BEducation,

The Board of Publications,

The Board of KEvangelism and
Service,

The Board of Winance,

The Hditor of The Herald of Gospel

Life

Tdiberty,
The BEditors, managers, administrative
or fleld secretaries elected or ap-

proved by the General Board.
Presidents of the institutions of learn-
ing endorsed by the Convention or
recognized as co-operating with it.
President  of the Woman's Misslon
Toard.
The Board has fifty-two membera.

BOARD OF MISSTONS

1. Department of Home Misslons and
Church Extension:
Bev. A W, Sparks, Dayton, Ohio, Ex-
cctitive Secretary,
Rev. H. M. Hainer, New Bedford, Mass.
Rev. C. G. Nelson, Oronogue, ¥ans,
Rev. H. H. Short, Hagerstown, Ind,
* Rev. A, W. Hirby, Trotwood, Ohio.
Mrs. Athella M. Howsare, Dayton, Ohio,
Department of Forcigu Missions:
Rev, W. P. Minton, Ib, D, Dayton, Ohio,
Executive Secretary.
Rev. E. A, Watkins, D, D, Lebanon, Ind,
R%\f.t\‘r', P, Fleteher, D, 1), Oshawa,
nt.
Mr, Itoy Henshberger, Goshen, Ind,
Rev, J, 0. Atkinson, D. D, Elon Col-
lege, N. C.
Mrs, Alice V. Morrill, Defiance, Ohio,

* Deceased,

HOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Pres. W. A, Harper, Elon College, N. C.,
Executive Secretary.

Pres. A. G, Caris, Defiance, Ohlo.

Rev, D. B. Atkinson, D, D,, Albany, Mo.

Pres. 8. L. Beougher, Wadley, Ala.

RBI;'. E\". G. Bargent, D, D, Providence,

Rey, H, A. Smith, D, ID,, Versailles, O

Rev, A, B, Kendall, ID. D, Hilton, N. ¥.

Rev. Hoy C. Helfeustein, D, D, Dover,
Del

Rev, Edwin B. Flory, Dayton, Ohio,

Rev. H. Shelton Smith, New Haven,
Conn,

Itev. Raymond G. Clark, Pigua, Ohio.

Miss Helen R. Stea'rns, Dayton, Ohio.

BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS

Mr. H. BE. Sims, Piqua, Ohio, Executive
Becretary.

Rev. W. J. Young, Muncie, Ind.

Hon. 0. W. Whitelock, Huntington, Ind.

Itev, J, N, Dales, D, D, Lakemont, N, ¥.

Rev., W. W. Staley, ID. D, Suffolk, Va.

Mr, U. . Brownell, New Bedford, Mass,

Rev. A, E. Kemp, D. D, Urbana, Il

Rey. ©. B. Huff, Salina, Kans.

Mr. J. 0. Winters, Springfleld, Ohlo.

BOARD OF EVANGHELISM AND LIFE
SERVICE
Tev, McD. Howsare, D. D, Dayton,

Ohio, Executive Secretary.
Rev. (larence Defur, D, D, Madrid,
Iowa.
Rey, J. H. Lightbourne, D. D., Troy,
o,
Rev, W. H. Hainer, D. D, Irvington,
N J

Mr. Netum Rathbun, Dayten, Ohio.
Hev, O. 8. Thomas, D. D, Covington, O.

BOARD OF FINANCE

Rev., Warren H. Denison, D. D, Dayton,
Ohio, Executive Secretary.

Rey, . G, Coffin, D. b, Columbus, Ohio.

Rev. 1. B. Atkinson, D D., Albany, Mo.

Mr. J. L. Reck, Covington, Ohio.

Rev. L. B. Smith, D. I», Norfolk, Va.

Mr. A, F. Foor, Everett, Pa,

Mr. Perry G. Yantis, Troy, Ohlo

BOARD OF CONTROL OF FRRANKLIN-
TON CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Rev, J. O, Atkinson, D, D. Chairman,
Elon College, N, C,
Rev. W. (i, Sargent, D, D., Providencs,
R

il
Rev. A. W. Sparks, Dayton, Ohio.
Mr. John V., Sees, Huntington, Indiana,
Rev, Omer S, Thomas, D. D., Covington,
Ohio.
Rev, J. A. Henderson, Franklinton, N. C.
Mrs, Sadle K. Swartsel, R. R, 13, Day-
ton, Ohio.



