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PREFACE.

Tuose great expository and vindientory works on
the Bool of Common Prayer whick have maintained
their reputation and awthority to the present day,
and are still the basis of much that is now written
on the gubject, began to be produced in the days
of Elizabeth. Archbishop Whitgift, in his Defence
against Thomas Cartwright, 1574, and Hoeoker, in
his Feclesiastieal Polity, 1597, dealing with various
points of the Church system then in dispute, neces-
sarily touched upon the Prayer Book, Whitgift's
observations upon it are very desultory and miscel-
laneons, requiring much search to get at them, and
practically almost unavailable,—a result entively due
to the plan of his work, which followed the Puritan
line of atiack, mot a very orderly one. Hooker,
though far from exhaustive, is systematic, and his
exposition of the Church’s worship in his Fifth Book
(chaps. xviii.—lxxviii) bhas attracted the attention
of Churchmen in every generation sines, '

Bo commenced the work of Prayer Book exposition
in the ante-Laudian conflicts, while the pillar of the
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Church of England was still erect.  The uopolemieal
trentiszes, aiming to commend ber worship as a whole,
and not those parts of it alone which had been
speeinlly assailed, began in post-Laudian times, amid
the darkness of those disasters which Land himself,
with whatever good intentions, had done not a little
to bring aloont. The earlicst of this series was a
stonal] unpretending book of 1657,—A Lationale wpon
the Book of Common Prayer, by the learned Anthony
Sparrow, who had then been ejecled from the rectory
of Iawkedon in Suffalk, became Bishop of Exeter in
1677, and died in 1685, The Rutivnele, which by its
title challenged the men of the Commonwealth to
deny that the devotions of the rejected Church were
& reascnable sooviee, was sovoral times reprinted.
The seesnd edition was 1n 1661, when Convoeation
was engaged in the revision of the Prayer Book, snd
in 1722 it was edited in cetave, In 1830 it appeared
again, nnder the care of the Rev, J. I, Newman,

To that same early period, and alse to the Laudian
school, belongs Hamon L'Estrange's Allianes of
Divine Offices; a [olio of 1659, exhibiting, as the
title intimates, “ All the Litergies of the Church
of England since the Reformation,” Hamon
L'Esteange was o layman of goed family, an elder
brother of the more famons writer Sir Roger, but
hiz dates appear unknown, The Alliance was an
expository work, like the Fafionafe, as well as a
textuary one, and in its execution shows ability and

—
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good style. To 1690 it came out mueh improved, and
in 1846 waz reprinted for the Library of Anglo-
Catholic Thealogy.

In 1672 Thomas Comber, Rector of Stonegrave in
Yorkshire, brought out the first instalment of his
Companion to the Temple. The plan was completed
at wvarions intervals, and the result wna two folio
volanes nnder that title in 1701 and 1702, In 1841
a handscme edition in seven volnmes, large octave,
isaned from the Oxford University Press. D
Comber, whoe became Dean of Durbam in 1691,
died in 1600,

In 1708, when the Church of England in the
friendly reign of Anne was ovenpying a commanding
position, Dr, William Nicholls, Hector of Selzey in
Bussex, but leading a literavy life in Weatminater,
pat forth a Paraphrass en the Common L'rayer, Bvo,
the merits of which were guickly recognized, and
prepared the public for his princpal weork in 1714,
A Commentary on the Book of Common Prayer, folio,
Dr. Nickolls, an exeellenl scholar, author of numerons
theological works, died in 1712, and was buried in
the Church of 8t Swithin. D, Btonehouse, in one of
his letlers to Siedman from Briztol in 1794, wrote
thus warmly of the Commentary :—“1 would have
vou recommend it to every family in your parish, na
it will show them the use of the Common Prayer
and Psalms as rvead in our churches, nnd ba a
standard book from father to son.”
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At various times between 1714 and 1719, in the
reign of George I, while the Church found herself
confronted by the ranks of Nooconformity now
emboldened by the patronage of Parlinment and the
ruling powers, and while the Nonjurcrs too, wero
proving & thorm in her side, Dr. Matthew Hole,
Rector of Exeter College, Oxford (ef. 1730}, 15sued
his Proctical Discourses on the Liturgy, which have
been judged worthy of republication in modern fimes
(4 vols, Bvo., 1837).

His contemporary, Charles Wheatley, Vicar of
Brent and Furpneaux Pelham, Herts {ob. 1742),
brought ont in 1720, in iis largest and completod
form, folie, bis Retional Illustration of the Book of
Commen Prayer, © being the substanes of everything
Liturgical in Bishop Bparrow, Mr. L'Estrange, Dr.
Comber, Dr. Nicholls, and all former rituslisls, com-
mentators, or others, upon the same subject ; collected
and reduced into one continued and regular method,
and interspersed all along with new observations”
It was reprinted at the Oxford University FPress
in 1339.

Coming to & much later period, we find the Rev.
T. T. Biddulph of Bristol (ob. 1838), commencing in
1798 to interest his fellow-Cburchmen in the rich
devotional tressures they possessed o their Prayer
Bock., His Practical Fesays on the Liturgy appeared
in their fullest and final form (3 wolz, 8vo) in
1810.
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A few years later—in 1820—Dr. Richard Mant,
a London rector, chaplain to the archbishop, and
=00m to be himself a bishop in Ireland, suthor of the
well-known Commentary on the Bible with Mr.
D'Oyly, brought out his Beok of Common Prayer with
Notes Frplunatory, Practical, and Historical, from
approved writers of the Churel of England, o large
dto volume, eiting at full length passages from
Sparrow, L'Estrange, Comber, Nicholls, Matthew
Hole, Wheatley, and many others,

In the times ushered in by the Reform of 1832
and the theological movement of 1833, when Church-
men were once morc stimulated by o soprome
anxicty both [or the safety of their Chureh and
the proper understanding of their Prayer Book, the
older works began to be re-cdited on the one hand,
while, on the other, treatises of a new order were
prodoced, handy in form, sod calenlated to excite an
mterest among church-going people. One of the
earliest of these was A Key to the Liturgy, 1847, by
the Hev. Robert Whytchend, of Tpewich, hased upon
the new hiurgical and listoriesl literature of the
Reformation which the Parker Bociety was just then
making accessible to every one. Mr. Whytehead's
volume was warmly eommended by his neighbour,
Charles Bridges, the Viear of Old Newton. .

In 18556 appeared the Rev. Francis Procter's
Higlory and Rationale of the Prayer Book, n work of
moderate size, accurate lenrming, and possessing o
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new inferest as well as utility in the illustrative
material it drew from the ancient sources, The ninth
edition in 1870 is & sign of its being still in constant
request.

The larger and bulkier order of works had, how-
ever, by no means ceased in demand. In 1865 Dr.
Blak&ne-}r, in his Book of Comwmen Prayer, itz History
aiicd Futerpretation, expressed s desire “to interpret
the Book of Common Prayer in the light of the
Reformation.”

Almost  immediately afterwards, in 1866, there
appearsd The Adnnotated Hook of Common Proyer
(2 vols., imp. 8vo) under the editorship of the Rev.
Jobn Henvy Blunt, assisted in the varicus depart-
wenta of tha work by other contributors. These two
books present, from dinmetrically opposite stamd-
points, the views of ritual and doetrine which were
about that time being keenly disputed in the Law
Conrts.

Nor iz it to be overlooked how immensely the
publication which hax been going om of the Oriental
Laturgies, both in the original Greek and in English
versions, as well asof the varions Latin service booles of
the mediceval English Church, has eontributed to the
understanding of that great historieal monument, the
Book of Common Prayer. Never before bave there
been such opportunities for gaining an insight into
the speecinl characteristics of the whole range of the
English offices, and of estimating the important



