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PREFACE.

F we admit that, to & devout Spirit, the reading of the whele Book
of Pralms and meditation thereon may be profitable, it does not
follow, by any means, that all the Psalms are suitable for worship.

Unhappily, the early Reformers in Geneva thought otherwise. With
the commendable desire of making united congregational singing
attainable, they had the whole Psalter translated into metre, in the
vermacular of the worshippers.  The translators were adjured to
adhere closely to the original and to aveid paraphrasing. The
inevitable result was the inclusion of & great many Psalms and portions
of Psalms quite out of keeping with the needs and ideas of Christian
worship ; and as to the “ drawing into English metre,” the outcome
was an abundance of what was common-place, laboured, and even
grotesque,  From these beginnings there emerged ultimately the
complete Englich Psalter of 1562, and the Scottish Psalter of 1564—
both containing much in commen by the same English and Scottish
translators.

In 1630 the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland having
made a complete revision of its own previous Psalters, and of the
version of the Paalms by Francis Rous—accepted at Westminster,
although regarded askance at Edinburgh—authorited the present
version of “The Psalme of David™ In some respects it is an
improvement on its predecessors, but it perpetuates the old defects
which must always limit the use of the metrical psalms. The
Assembly erred with the Reformers in appointing the whole Paalter
“to be sung in congregations,” and their rhymers had the same
difficulties in making their verses “agreeable to the text.”

It is patent to all that only a very small proportion of the metrical
Psalms is in actual use, Indeed it may be afirmed that were less
regard paid to the pressure of use and wont, and more to a due sense



of what befits praise in subject, thought, and expression, still fewer
verses would be given out from the pulpit. Fortunately however, some
of the translators rose high above their fellows, and we have in our
metrical Psalms a reserve of splendid material, archaic and uncouth
at times, if you will, but dignified, fervid, and on a high level of
devotion—material whose texture and tone have always been in accord
with Scottish temperament. Any method which succeeds in gathering
that material inte & compact whole, and, for the purpose in hand,
keeping all the rest out of sight, should have the effect of magnifying
the Psalms in our service of praise, of manifesting their beauty and
grandeur, and of rendering their use more acceptable.

This Selection is an attempt to supply what is desiderated. By
ignoring the numbering of the verses it is possible to render available
for usze, and without straining the context, many verses now standing
apart from each other and from accepted groups; and alsoto expunge
unsuttable verses which intrude awkwardly in otherwise desirable
passages. Using this expedient, the idea has been to retain, as far as
possible, what is germane to Christian worship and best in versification,
and generally to omit what iz not praise to God, nor an expression
of the soul's love, devotion, thankfulness and joy; of its repentance,
sorrow and submission,

Agreement as to what ought to be included, and what omitted,
in & compilation such as this, 15 of course not to be expected. Some
will eall for certain verses, the exclusion of which in praise they
have mever conceived as possible. Others may be of opinion that
the selection suggested—less than fifteen per cent. of the whole number
of verses in the Psalms—is still too large for its intended use. It is
hoped, however, that consideration being given to the above lines of
guidance, this effort to conserve the best and eliminate the unnecessary
may be found to be a move in the right direction.



