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RECOMMERDBATIONS.

—_——

Flastor, Apred 12, 1532
Having been informed, by the Rev, Fouy Prak, thar

he intends to publish a briel narrative of the principal
events of his Dife and minstry, we cordille expross anr
approbation of the plan, and our confidence that the
vook will be entitled v entive credid, and will be inter
esiing and usoful. The author belongs oo clasy of
Hlilli."-l{!rd now I'il.l'flil;“.‘_r' [IEJI'IE]'.II.‘{hi.”;:. '|'|'.1.'l'." III'I ‘i.:?]i'.‘:' ﬂllfi
under cirenmstances less favenrable than the prescat
oreachod the pure Gospel of the Baviour with simpheity
apd godly sincerety; and who, by the blessing ol God,
were the struments o convertmg many souls, and
founding many of our most lowyishiog Churehes.  He
s been inlivm for several venrs, and is uow aeed. e
ts unable te labonr regnlardy in fhe mibmstey, and bas po
resonrees e hissupport in his declining age.  We lope
that his Lenk will meet with an extensive and ready sale ;
both becanse he needs pecusnary aul, and becunze the
members of our chorehes may be profited by reading aw
account of some of the tiuls throngh which the eause
af trath has made its trinmphant progress, sl youne
ministers may be exeited, amidst their snperior advanta.
ges, to imitate the huwble piety und selidenying zeal
af their predecessors.

L. POLLES,

DANIEE SHARP,

JAMES . KNOWLES,

WM, BAGUE,

Waureester, April 2, 1832,
Dear Sir, I have often regrotted that we know so litde
of the character, labsurs and privations of the early
Baptist Ministers of New ngland. 1 was, therefore,
gratified to learn that vou contemplated publishing &
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momoir of your life. Tt will throw light on the early
Listory of the Baptists in an interesting section of Ver-
mont and New [ampshire.  “The first sermon 1 recol-
lect to have lieard waa (rom yoorsell, and founded on
Job vii, 6 My days are swilier thun o wenver's shattle,
aniek are spent witliont hnl'!ﬂ "It was ot o fuperal inomr
neighbonrhond, when 1 must have been six years of age,
Soan ¢ ior, w hile secing 4 woman weasing, and noticing
the rapid mation of her shuttle, T found a difficulty o
believing that titne llew as m]ntll_'g Experience, how-
ever, hus correeted my error,  How is it, that every year
secas shorter than the preccding one 1

I sincerely wish that your last days may be screne,
and your death peaceinl i and T hope that the publica-
tion of your memoir may atlord you some peenniary uid :
a circumstance, quite desirable to most of those minis-
tors who bore the hieat and barden of the day.

With great respect, 1 um, &,
JONA, GOING,

Charlestown, April 17, 1532,

My dear Friend, I do sincerely hope, that the account
of your life, which you have informed e you intead
gnon to publish, will prove not only interesting and valu-
abla to the Christian publie, but a source of pecuniary
aid to yourself, which aid, under your many bhodi ly in-
frmitics, you now very mmch need.” "F'he Lord grant lh.:t
his blessine may attend you, and that the evening of
your days may be serene anid happy, and the hour uf
your departare, the introduction to a glorious bnmortali-
ty, through the mrace of Him who becane poor, that we,
taroagh lus povecty, might be made rich.

Alfeetonately yours,
HENRY JACKSON,

Pastor of tee First Buplist Clarch, Clarlestown, beea

Rev, Joun Pran.




PREFACE.

in attempting to write a sketeh of the prineipal
events of my Life and ministry, no attempt will
be made at an affected sivle, to amuse the faney
of the reader.,  Were the writer capable of elo-
quence of style, it would not accord with the ob-
ject of giving a plain narrative of interesting facts.

To one who, throush infirmities of age, has of
necessity becoms less active, it affords a kind of
melancholy pleasure, 1 call to mind seasons long
since past 3 cspeciully such as were connceted
with a chiwin of cvents exeiting alarm and fore-
boding fears of some dire calamity, and yet ter-
minating in a desivable und jovful manner.  The
forbearance and hindners of vur heavenly ather,
have been very great, which ought to be acknowl-
edged with humble and devout gratitude 5 calling
to mind numerous instances of the interposition
of divine goadness, manifest i the proservation of
a poor sinful ereature, exeites in ma at this mo-
ment the tender emotions of overflowing gratitude
to our gracious Benefuetor.

It appears to me a difficult task for an old man
to write a faith{ul impartial history of s own hife.
It is truly delightful 1o ¢peak of the riches of di-
vine grace in which [ have been led to hope, of

1
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the consolations of Cumist, the comforis of love,
and fellowship of the Spirit, It is cheering to the
believer, to contemplate the glories of the Sox of
Gop, hig attributes, offices, work of redemption,
intercession, promises, &e.; but I have nothing
good to say of myself. I I proceed to mention
some things which [ have cxperienced of the good
hand of Gop, upon me, and his blessing granted
to give my feeble ministry success, I wish no one
to entertain the thought that it is my objeet to
set forth myself az an example to others, for I
wish no one to live such a life ; to say the least, in
every thing I have come short, and in many things
offended.

In attempting such a history, another difficulty
presents itself. Dy the great five at Newburyport,
in 1811, my dwelling house was burnt, and there-
with the best part of my manuseripts.  This |
have ever felt a great loss ; and now, 1’ T proceed,
I shall feel the want of those papers to assist my
memory in reciting some intercsting cvents, as well
as names, dates, numbers, o, This circumstance
will be admitted as an apology for any deficien-
cies as the necossary result,  With these prelim-
inaries, if life and health is continued, T think to
procecd to write a brief sketch of my life, to
which I am stimulated by the advice of friends,
whose judgment and candour I am accustomed to
hold in the highest estimation.
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